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1. Introduction

The Caribbean Geospatial Development Initiative (CARIGEO) of UN-GGIM: Americas is led by a Steering
Committee (Appendix I, p.5), chaired by the Caribbean Vocal, with membership from Caribbean Member
States and Technical experts within UN-GGIM: Americas, UNECLAC and UN-GGIM.

CARIGEO seeks to geo-empower Caribbean Member States and Territories by promoting the
strengthening of their geospatial information infrastructure and management capabilities. It promotes
the creation, management, exchange and use of geospatial, earth observation (EO) and statistical
information to support improved decision making and facilitate sustainable development throughout the
Caribbean, while achieving Member States’ national priorities.

This report highlights key activities outlined in the 2024 - 2026 CARIGEO workplans.

2. IGIF Implementation in the Caribbean

Trinidad and Tobago hosted the first national workshop on the United Nations Integrated Geospatial
Information Framework (UN-IGIF) from 21 to 23, August 2024. The Government of Trinidad and Tobago
requested a national workshop given advocacy from their focal point who attended the first CARIGEO
Caribbean IGIF workshop hosted in Saint Lucia in 2023. The CARIGEO team alongside its partners
successfully delivered the national workshop.

The three-day workshop was attended by approximately 80 participants, via a hybrid format facilitating
both in-person and online engagement from a wide cross section of stakeholders from public, academic,
private and civil society sectors. The participants were guided through pathways and processes designed
to strengthen national information management, integrating geospatial and statistical data to support and
inform decision making and policy formulation to achieve sustainable development across all sectors.

There were focused panel discussions and working group sessions which drove rich discussions. Highlights
of these discussions included the call for a centralized authority to manage geospatial activities, addressing
the apprehension surrounding data sharing, advocacy for strong partnerships and the promotion of
collaborative work among agencies, furthering awareness and education on geospatial technology and its
applications. Workshop participants recognized the importance of advancing GIM to facilitate the
sustainable development of Trinidad and Tobago.
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CARIGEO technical support to facilitate National IGIF workshops for Barbados and Jamaica, in addition to
the hosting of a 2" Caribbean IGIF workshop are targeted for 2025.

3. Copernicus LAC Chile Project

During the 11th Session of UN-GGIM: Americas, there was an initial meeting of Caribbean Member States
with the technical team of the Copernicus Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) Chile Project. The team
plans to generate geospatial information products on priority areas from European Space Agency (ESA)
satellite images. A re-engagement meeting with Caribbean Member States was conducted in April 2025
and a Survey on the Availability of Data in Caribbean Countries administered to compile available data
and the needs of Caribbean Member States.

The hosting of focus meetings with individual Caribbean Member States towards better understanding
their available geospatial data and EO data needs will be further pursued.

4. CARIGEO DRR Webinar

On May 20, 2025 a webinar entitled “Preparation, Response and Recovery: Lessons Learnt from
Hurricane Beryl” was hosted in collaboration with the UN-GGIM Working Group on Geospatial Information
for Disaster Risk Management (UN-GGIM WG GI4DRM) and UNECLAC. Stakeholders from the Caribbean
subregion and wider Americas region, engaged in rich discussions on disaster risk, reduction and
management, exchanged knowledge and experiences, shared best practices and innovations (including
the use of geospatial technologies, geospatial information and earth observation data) in support of
preparations for the 2025 North Atlantic Hurricane Season and beyond. There were approximately 120
participants from 33 countries.

5. CARIGEO & Zindi Collaboration

CARIGEO has sought to collaborate with Zindi, a platform that connects data scientists with
organizations that need machine learning and Al solutions. A series of discussions have been
facilitated to glean potential synergies. Prospective project ideas have been identified to facilitate
the hosting of a Caribbean machine learning and Al competition, to address a challenge impacting
the region while potentially supporting a start-up Al company.
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6. Next Steps

a. International Charter training

Further to the DRR webinar held, CARIGEO will collaborate with the International Charter on
Space and Major Disasters to host two training initiatives (June - July 2025), to build the capacity
of Caribbean Member States in their use of Charter EO products for disasters.

1) Authorized User and Project Manager joint training session with Jamaica’s Office of Disaster
Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) and the National Emergency Response
GIS Team (NERGIST)

2) Project Manager / Value Adder webinar for all Caribbean countries, focused on using the
Charter Mapper for hurricane response

b. Caribbean Quarterly meetings

CARIGEO seeks to foster greater communication with Caribbean member states through the
hosting of future quarterly meetings to promote open and frequent communication, a better
understanding of their needs, facilitate greater transparency and the expansion of the network
of geospatial experts.

Prepared by the CARIGEO Steering Committee
May 2025 Page 4 of 5



UN-GGIM:Americas

Appendix I:

Caribbean Geospatial

CARIGEO
Q_

Development Initiative

GEO-EMPOWERING THE CARIBBEAN

Members of the CARIGEO Steering Committee

Membership Type
1. Chair & Member State

\ Names
Simone M. Lloyd, GISP

Details
Caribbean Vocal and a Jamaica Focal Point
Ministry of Economic Growth & Job
Creation - National Spatial Data
Management Branch

2. Member State

Michelle St. Claire

Barbados Focal Point
Survey and Mapping Division of Barbados

3. Member State

Marcathian Alexander

St. Lucia Focal Point

Ministry Of Infrastructure, Ports,
Transport, Physical Development, and
Urban Renewal

4. Member State

Denise Muler

Suriname Focal Point
Management Instituut GLIS, Suriname

5. Member State

Andrew Nurse
Teniel Kirby

Antigua & Barbuda Focal Point

Surveys & Mapping Division |

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries,
and the Blue Economy,

6. Member State

Carlene Boodoo

Trinidad and Tobago Focal Point

7. Technical Advisor

Armando Esparza

National Institute of Statistics and
Geography (INEGI), Mexico

8. Technical Advisor

Paul Riley

USA Census Bureau & HLG-IGIF

9. UN-GGIM Americas Academic

Bheshem Ramlal, PhD

University of the West Indies,

Network St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago

10. UN-GGIM Americas Private Sector Valrie Grant, DBA, GISP GeoTechVision
Network

11. UN-GGIM Americas Private Sector Linda Peters Environmental Systems Research Institute
Network (Esri)

12. UN ECLAC Technical Advisor

Alvaro Monett

UN ECLAC, Santiago, Chile

13. UN ECLAC Subregional headquarters
for the Caribbean

Artie Dubrie

UNECLAC, Port of Spain Office, Trinidad
and Tobago

14. UN ECLAC Subregional headquarters
for the Caribbean

Elizabeth Thorne

UNECLAC, Port of Spain Office, Trinidad
and Tobago

15. UN-GGIM Secretariat

Cecille Blake

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)

----End of Report----
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