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CARIBBEAN INTER-GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS APPLYING SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THEIR OPERATIONS

The University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus

The University of the West Indies Cave Hill in collaboration with Rum Sargassum Inc and Supernova Lab of Future
Barbados have pioneered a renewable energy project by utilizing Sargassum as a valuable asset having launched
the world’s first bio-compressed natural gas (CNG) vehicle powered by Sargassum-based biomethane in 20244.
While Rum and Sargassum seeks to primarily provide sargassum free beaches and an inexpensive, clean energy
solution, there is also a huge carbon emission potential as approximately 70 million metric tons of carbon dioxide
can be removed from the atmosphere for every 100,000 cars.
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The Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM)

The CRFM and the New Zealand Institute for Plant and Food Research Ltd are aiming to produce Sargassum-derived liquid fertilizers or
biostimulants under the New Zealand funded project on Sargassum Products for Climate Resilience in the Caribbean. The hope of this
initiative is to protect the livelihoods of coastal communities, the environment, create value-added products and jobs while overall
contributing to the reduction of the region’s high import bill for fertilizers used by farmers.
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United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Country offices in Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados, have implemented a project
for, “Improving National Sargassum Management Capabilities in the Caribbean,” which is funded by the Government of Japan and runs
from 2022 —2025. This project invests USD12.3 million in the region that seeks to tackle the challenges caused by Sargassum by
strengthening efforts for collection, removal and disposal of Sargassum. Under this project, there are five participating countries such as
Barbados, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, St. Kitts and Nevis and Trinidad and Tobago who will benefit from technical
assistance and expertise in dealing with Sargassum, and provision of specialized equipment for proper harvesting, offshore collection and
onshore removal.
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