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The Escazu Agreement

)

Adopted in Escazu (Costa Rica) on 4 March 2018
Sagerat et n s Period for signature open until 26 September 2020

and Justice in Environmental

Matters in Latin America
and the Caribbean

* Only treaty stemming from the UN Rio+20 Conference
« Firstregional environmental treaty of Latin America and the
Caribbean

» First treaty in the world with specific binding provisions on
@ — environmental human rights defenders

L= * Innovative negotiation in terms of means of public participation

Open to the 33 LAC countries

11 ratifications required
to enter into force

O countries have ratified it

11 ratifications needed for entry
into force




Objective (art. 1)

Guarantee the full and effective implementation in
Latin America and the Caribbean of environmental
access rights and the creation and strengthening of

capacities and cooperation

Information  Participation  Justice 1 Capacity-building

Cooperation

contributing to the protection of the right of every
person of present and future generations to live in a
healthy environment and to sustainable development.




Open and participatory negotiation:
representatives, text proposals, requests for the
floor and web streaming

Adoption of
the Escazu
Agreement
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ECLAC, November 2016 ingo, Montevideo, April 2016

Start of
negotiations

Panamg, October 2015 ECLAC, May 2015

+ 6 inter-sessional virtual meetings



Information and participation: Website and
Regional Public Mechanism

Coumtriez  History of e Reglonal Agreamant  Meatings  Tad of the Reglonal Agreament  Contect  Regional Public Machaniam

dny

Regional Agreement on Access to Information. Public
Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in e
Latlin America and the Caribbean

v
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Signatures

O

Ratifications
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ECLAC and the OECS Establish an Enhanced Programme of
\ction on the Escazi Agreement in the Eastern Caribbean

The Programme will support OECS Member States in the implementation of the Escax(
Agreement and the esvironmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda
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Informed participation: Observatory
on Principle 10

https://observatoriopl0.cepal.org/en
B Naciones unidas [ VPRA PRI ....... [P
@ icnr @ -

a'y.

Aplicacion Web Progresiva
Observatorio del Principio 10
en América Latinay el Caribe

« 18 treaties

« 211 policy instruments
» 43 rulings

« 37 publications New cell phone App

e 17 resources (iPhOne and AndrOid)

* 49 newsletters



https://observatoriop10.cepal.org/es
https://observatoriop10.cepal.org/es

Where are we in the process?

Adoption of the Agreement (4 March 2018)
_ . Signature and ratification : )
[ rocedures (22 signatures ) Entry into force:
and capacity-building P ££518 | | ratifications + 90 days
and 9 ratifications)

Signature and
ratification

Signature and
Second ratification
ceremony anniversary
(UNGA, New

York)

ceremony
(UNGA, New
York)

(ECLAC,
Santiago)

[1-12.10.19 13.2.20

9.18 7.8.19 9.9.19 06.2.20 4.3.20 24-25.9.20

28-2/4.3/18

Nine.th Opening for
meet.ln.g signature
Negotiating ceremony

First
meeting of

signatory Second

meeting of
signatory
countries

countries
(San José,
Costa Rica)

Committee (UNGA,

(Escazd, New York)
Costa Rica)

‘ Meetings of the |
Presiding Officers




Structure of the
Agreement

General part
* Preamble
* Objective (art. I)
* Definitions (art. 2)
* Principles (art. 3)

Operative part
* General provisions (art. 4)

Access to Public participation
environmental : in the
information environmental

Access to Human rights

justice ‘5. defenders in

(art. 8) environmental
matters (art. 9)

(art.5 and 6) decision-making
process (art. 7)

Third pillar

Fifth pillar
Capacity-building and cooperation (art. 10-12)

Final provisions (art.13-26)
* Institutional architecture
* Resources
* Consent to be bound and entry into force
Annex |



The significant participation of the
public: Rules of procedure of the COP

I.  Successful experience during the negotiation
Guadalajara Plan of Action (2013)
Santiago Decision (2014)
Organization and Work Plan of the Negotiating Committee (2015)
Modalities of participation of the public (2016)
Final Act of the Ninth Meeting: application mutatis mutandis (2018)

2.  Existence of international standards and good practices
Aarhus Convention
Other MEAs

3. Elements already determined by the Agreement
Matters to discuss at the first COP (art. 5.4 and 18.1)
Each Party shall have one vote (art. |16)

Majorities: consensus for COP rules of procedure, financial arrangements and
establishment of subsidiary bodies + amendments to the treaty (consensus; ¥4
majority)

4. Simple, clear and tailored to the Agreement




Scope of application

I.  Apply to all meetings of the Conference of the Parties
(ordinary/regular and extraordinary) --- art. 5.2 and 15.3

2. Residual application to Committee to Support Implementation and
Compliance in all not regulated by its own rules relating to its structure
and functions (art. 18.1)

3. Shall include the modalities for the significant participation of the
public

Art. 15.4: rules shall be adopted by consensus at first COP




Significant participation of the public

I. At COP and subsidiary bodies

2. Participation in meetings

'. Presence in the room

2. Access to and distribution of documents
3. Interventions
4.

Side events

3. Regional Public Mechanism
I Elected representatives of the public

2. Mandate, geographical representation, re-election, revocation

4. Implementation by: Chair, Presiding Officers, Secretariat




Matters to discuss with regard to rules
of procedure

» Place and date of meetings

» Notification and agenda

» Representation and credentials

» Presiding Officers

» Subsidiary bodies (except for Committee)

» Conduct of business
- quorum, public nature, interventions, decision-making

» Languages and reports

» Other matters (amendments, primacy)




Matters to discuss with regard to the

structure and functions of the Committee

I, Structure and composition

Membership, quorum, mandate, election, incompatibilities,
decision-making

2. Meetings (place, date, open/closed sessions)

3.  Functions

Support COP, assist Parties, examine allegations of non-
compliance

4. Information (sources, disclosure of information)

5. Measures by the Committee and COP in cases of non-
compliance

6. Institutional arrangements (functions of the Secretariat,
registry of cases)

7. Other matters (primacy, subsidiary application, future
definitions)




Matters to discuss with regard to the
structure and functions of the Committee

. Significant participation of the public
I Rights of the public
2. Public hearings of the Committee
3. Persons and groups in vulnerable situations




Thank you!

Escazu Agreement Secretariat

Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division,
ECLAC, United Nations

secretaria.escazu@cepal.org

http://www.cepal.org/en/escazuagreement

http://observatoriop 1 0.cepal.org/en

#AcuerdodeEscazu  #EscazuAgreement
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