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1. Objective and Outcomes from the Project

TheDA12 project had the overallOBJECTIVE: Toenhancethe climatechangeand
disasterrisk reductionstatisticaland institutional capacitiesof target countriesin
the Caribbeanto improvepolicycoherencein the implementationof the SDGs,the
SAMOAPathway,the ParisAgreement,andthe SendaiFramework; with
Å Outcome 1: Strengthenednational statistical and institutional capacitiesof

CaribbeanmemberStatesto produceanddisseminaterelevantinternationally
agreedclimatechangeanddisasterindicatorson a continuousbasis; and

Å Outcome2: Strengthenedregionalcapacitiesof Caribbeanpractitionersfrom
National StatisticalOffices,policymakersand other stakeholdersto use the
indicatorsfor sustainableevidence-baseddevelopmentpolicies.

UNSDhas been privileged to be closelyengagedwith the DA12 Project led by
ECLAC,in collaboration with UNSDand CARICOM. Thisjoint collaborativeeffort
builds upon the UNSD/CARICOMproject on environment and genderstatistics,
1999-2003, which wassubsequentlytransformedinto the CARICOMProgramme.

UNSDappreciatesbeing fully involved in the project to help countries achieve,
άŀlist of relevant and prioritized climate changeand disastersindicators and
related metadata that are linked to the ParisAgreementand the GlobalSetof
Climate ChangeStatisticsand LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎέ, as concludedat the DA12 national
workshops.
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2. Recap - methodological work 
presented during the DA12 

project
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Download FDES 2013 at https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes.cshtmlin 
English, Spanish, Arabic, Portuguese, Russian.

Å TheUN StatisticalCommissionendorsedthe
revisedFDES2013at its 44th sessionin 2013
as the framework for strengthening
environment statistics programmes in
countries.

Å The StatisticalCommissionalso recognized
the FDES2013asa usefultool in the context
of sustainabledevelopmentgoals(SDGs)and
the post-2015developmentagenda.

Å Theobjectivesare:
ÅHelp international and regional

institutions to support strengthening
capacity in countries to develop
environmentstatistics

ÅEnhancecomparability and availability
of environment statistics using a
commonframework

ÅBetter inform policymakingdecisions

FDES and ESSAT

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes.cshtml
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FDES and ESSAT

The FDES can be applied to 
inform about cross-cutting 
policy issues important to 
countries at any given time.
Examples:
Å Water and the 

environment
Å Energy and the 

environment 
Å Climate change
Å Agriculture and the 

environment 

Number 
of

Statistics

Comp. 
1

Comp. 
2

Comp. 
3

Comp.
4

Comp.
5

Comp.
6

Total

Tier 1 32 30 19 4 12 3 100

Tier 2 58 51 34 11 22 24 200

Tier 3 51 43 5 16 20 23 158

Total 141 124 58 31 54 50 458
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Global Set of Climate Change Statistics and Indicators -
Methodological foundation 

Å Given that there was no underlying framework linking the reporting
requirementsstemmingfrom the ParisAgreementand the necessarystatistics
or indicators to support climate policy action, UNSDworked closely with
UNFCCCto developsucha frameworkexplicitlyfor climatechange.

Å The Global Set, developedin close collaboration with UNFCCC,is structured
accordingto the IPCCframeworkandFDES,with a tiering systemasin the FDES
andthe SDGindicators.

2.    Environmental 
Resources and 

their Use

3.  
Residuals

4.                   
Extreme Events  
and Disasters

6.                
Environment 
Protection, 

Management and 
Engagement

5.                       
Human 

Settlements and 
Environmental 

Health

1.
Environmental 
Conditions and 

Quality

IPCC, 2007, Fourth Assessment 
Report

Framework for the 
Development of Environment 
Statistics (FDES 2013)

FDES cross-cutting application 
(Chapter 5) links climate change 
and environment statistics 
based on the IPCC Framework

Goal 13
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The Global Set, in summary

ÅThe Global Set of Climate ChangeStatisticsand Indicators is a
comprehensivestatistical framework, with statistics, indicators
and metadata,designedto support countries in preparing their
own setsof climate changestatisticsand indicatorsaccordingto
their individual concerns, priorities and resources.
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/climatechange.cshtml

ÅIt comprises158 indicators and 190 statistics; five IPCCareas
(drivers, impacts, vulnerability, mitigation and adaptation); 34
topics; metadatafor eachindicator; tiering system(perSDGs).

Å It will assist countries embarking on climate change statistics
programmesby providing the scope, coverageand relevance to
climate change, and also assist countries already involved by
providinga referencelist.

Å It will help streamline the supply of data for national policiesand
international reporting by mapping the commonalities, overlaps
and gaps under multiple policy demands and statistical
methods/guidelines.

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/climatechange.cshtml
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Implementation 
Guidelines

Table of contents

UNSDthanks Antigua and Barbuda,Belize,Grenada,
Saint Lucia,St Kitts and Nevis,Suriname,ECLACand
CARICOMfor their valuable contributions to these
implementationguidelinesand the CISAT.

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/climatechange.cshtml

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/climatechange.cshtml
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ÅTheSelf-AssessmentTool waspreparedby buildingon the experienceof countries
applying the FDESEnvironment StatisticsSelf-AssessmentTool (ESSAT)and the
GlobalConsultationPartI andPartII.
ÅCISATwasappliedduringnational workshopsduring this Project. Suchapplications

provide invaluablefeedbackdirectly to UNSDfrom countries.
ÅCISATcomprisesIntroduction,PartI, PartII andMetadatasheets
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/Climate%20Change/cisat.cshtml

Climate Change Statistics and Indicators Self-
Assessment Tool (CISAT)

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/Climate%20Change/cisat.cshtml
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3. Benefitsof the DA12 project
.
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Involvement of UNSD and use of its resources/outputs

Å UNSDparticipatedin all workshopsfor this DA12 project (thisworkshop
is the 11th one),in-personor virtually.

Å Trainingmaterials,reports, documentation,etc. havebeen referenced
in the project,andwill be consideredfor future DAandother projects.

Å UNSD participation has been useful for learning from countries
regardingtheir demandsfor and experiencesin implementingUNSD-
developedtools and frameworks. It hasassistedUNSDin finalizationof
CISATandImplementationGuidelines.

Å Use of selectedindicators from the GlobalSet during group work at
nationalworkshops.

ÅOpportunity for direct communicationsbetween countries and UNSD
concerningthe UNSD/UNEPQuestionnaireandŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩresponses.

Å Country efforts and outputs from this project may be used to
demonstrategoodpracticeto others.
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Results
Globally accepted and endorsed methodological frameworks

Å UNSD commends ECLAC on the application of globally accepted and endorsed 
methodological frameworks as part of the project. Upon UN Statistical Commission adoption 
of global frameworks, the regional commissions are encouraged to support implementation 
in countries by partnering with UNSD.

Optimization of resources and synergies
Å The joint collaboration among the partners involved demonstrates how scarce resources can 

be successfully optimized to serve countries.

Å The synergies built among ECLAC, CARICOM, UNSD, other partners and countries have 
advanced the region in these pioneering and more challenging areas of statistics.

Systematic approach to national workshops
Å A common approachto the conduct and contents of national workshopsis of value to

enhancefurther bilateral discussionamongcountries,aswell as leadingto applicationof a
systematicapproachto the compilationof climatechangestatistics.

A common SIDS viewpoint toward climate change
Å Usingharmonizedmethodologiessuchas the GlobalSetand FDES,a commonplatform for

indicatordevelopmentandmonitoringcanbe createdthroughoutCaribbeanSIDSwhichhas
a strongfocustoward adaptation/vulnerability. Muchof the designof the GlobalSetandthe
FDEStook into considerationthe characteristicsof SIDS.
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Enhanced working rapport between NSO in countries 
with key stakeholders

Å When the National Statistical Office serves as a central focal point for
compiling and disseminatingenvironment and climate changestatistics,the
seriesof DA12 workshopshasstrengthenedrelationshipsbetweenindividuals
working acrossdifferent offices (NSO,Ministry of Environment,Ministry of
Tourism,Departmentof WaterResources,etc.).

Strengthened workingrapport among countries, 
CARICOM, ECLAC, UNSD

Å Collaboration among international stakeholders for the DA12 has been 
exemplary (e.g. methodologies produced by UNSD, very close 
collaboration with ECLAC, and CARICOM have been informed and 
involved at every step).

Å UNSD will continue to directly liaise with 
countries biennially via the UNSD/UNEP 
Questionnaire on Environment Statistics 
(waste and water sections) 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/questionnaire

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/questionnaire
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Increased country application of self-assessment tools 
(ESSAT and CISAT)

Å Environment Statistics Self-Assessment Tool (ESSAT) 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/essat.cshtml

Å Climate Change Statistics and Indicators Self-Assessment Tool (CISAT) 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/Climate%20Change/cisat.cshtml

Å Anexampleto date is.ŜƭƛȊŜΩǎrecentandthoroughapplicationof the ESSAT.
Å Othercountriesareknownto beapplyingESSATandCISAT(e.g. Grenada).
Å UNSDoften liaiseswith countrieswho applytheseself-assessmenttools.
Å ESSATand CISATare ideal for identifying starting points and data gaps,and

for prioritizing workload, for adapting the FDESor Global Set to national
needs,andfor compilingcompendia.

Å Theyalsohelpensurethat aŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎeffort adheresto globalstandardsand
norms (e.g. linking to the Climate ChangeData Ecosystemdevelopedby
PARIS21; reportingto UNFCCC; GlobalSet; FDES; etc.).

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/essat.cshtml
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/Climate%20Change/cisat.cshtml
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4. Further engagement ex post 
DA12
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Advances in methodology and capacity development at 
international and regional levels

UNSD, in collaboration with UNFCCC, ECLAC, CARICOM and other relevant bodies, 
will further develop the methodology for climate change statistics and indicators by:

a) Reviewing and updating the tier 3 indicators and completing their metadata. 
Consultations will be organized to advance towards internationally agreed 
methods while drawing from experiences learned from member states.

b) Following up ongoing statistical processes to ensure that latest guidance is 
reflected for the indicators at all tiers.

c) Following policy and science to identify new indicators to be included in the 
Global Set of Climate Change Statistics and Indicators in future revisions.

d) Liaising with member states, and learning from their experiences on the use of 
ESSAT, CISAT, the Implementation Guidelines to inform future revisions.

e) Advancing capacity development, resources permitting, including provision of 
training materials, e-learning modules, along with guidance and best practices, 
on addressing climate change issues, and best practices on the dissemination of 
climate change statistics.
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Promoting environment and climate change statistics at the 
country level

Countries with support from UNSD,ECLACand CARICOMand other partners are
encouragedto:

a) Develop national climate change statistics programmesusing the Global Set as the
framework for climate change statistics and indicators and continue to assessthe
availabilityof datafor the indicatorsandstatisticsaccordingto the tieringsystem.

b) Continueto strengthenb{hǎΩcollaborationwith the national focalpoints for UNFCCC(or
nationalauthoritiesresponsiblefor reportingclimatechange-relatedinformation).

c) Continueb{hǎΩinvolvement in the preparation of data submissionsto UNFCCC,for
supportingthe implementationof the ParisAgreement.

d) Advocatefor NSOsto havea more central role in coordinatingenvironmentand climate
changestatisticsbasedon their mandatesto produceofficial statisticsand their role in
coordinatingnationalstatisticalsystems.

e) Strengthenenvironment statistics,using the FDES,as the basis for developingclimate
changestatistics,giventheir closeinterrelationship.

f) Enhancedata collection in the area of environment and climate changestatistics by
conducting specializedsurveys or including related modules in existing surveys and
censuses.

g) Produceanddisseminateenvironmentandclimatechangestatisticsviadedicatedreports,
websitesor other means.
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Production and dissemination of Environment Statistics Compendia

As countries are increasingly able to apply the Global Set, while being cognizant of 
coordinated global efforts (PARIS21, FDES, etc.), UNSD would like to provide 
ongoing support and advocacy to country efforts to compile compendia

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdescompendia.cshtml

Almost 60 country-
compiled Environment 
Statistics Compendia are 
housed here.

A reference to the 
compendium itself (a 
PDF) and to the website 
of the organization 
(typically the NSO) is 
provided.

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdescompendia.cshtml
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Production and dissemination of Environment Statistics 
Compendia ςcountry examples

{ǳǊƛƴŀƳŜΩǎ 
Compendium includes 
references to 
collaborators in-
country, international 
efforts and 
frameworks (e.g. 
FDES).

/ǳǊŀŎŀƻΩǎ 
compendium is 
FDES-coherent 
with additional 
emphasis on 
tourism per 
country interest.

Led by Central 
Statistical Office of 
Grenada with 
collaboration from 
other stakeholders. 
FDES-coherent.

!ƴƎǳƛƭƭŀΩǎ 
compendium led 
by its Statistics 
Department and 
compiled by 
theme per 
country 
priorities.


