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Granular data - address



Small area geographies



Minimum thresholds

Thresholds OAs LSOAs (*~) MSOAs (¬)

England 100 people, 

40 households

1,000 to 3,000 people

400 to 1,200 households

5,000 to 15,000 people

2,000 to 6,000 

householdsWales

Scotland
50 people, 

20 households
500 to 1,000 people 2,500 to 6,000 people

Northern Ireland
100 people, 

40 households
1,300 to 2,800 people

* In Scotland LSOAs are called Data Zones

¬ In Scotland MSOAs are called Intermediate Zone

~ In Northern Ireland they only have a single Super Output Area (SOA) geography instead of LSOAs and MSOAs



2011 average population sizes

Population OAs LSOAs (*~) MSOAs (¬)

England 309 1,614 7,806

Wales 305 1,605 7,472

Scotland 114 759 4,140

Northern Ireland 399 2,035

* In Scotland LSOAs are called Data Zones

¬ In Scotland MSOAs are called Intermediate Zone

~ In Northern Ireland they only have a single Super Output Area (SOA) geography instead of LSOAs and MSOAs



Population-weighted centroids



Disseminate



Disseminate



Government Statistical Service - Strategy



User-defined flexible areas



What are we doing in ONS?





Considerations……

• Top-down data granularity

• Educating users

• Defining the scope of work

• Variability in small area geographies globally



Three concepts…..

• Geography Products (Small Area 

Estimation/Geographies, Population Weighted 

Centroids) 

• User Demand / Policy  (Demand for disaggregated 

data)

• Technical (Dashboards, Select & build technology)



User-defined flexible areas



What should the Expert Group do?

Grounding the Theory

(Geography Products, 

Use-Demand Policy, 

Technical) 

A globally agreed 

definitions of User-

Centric Geographies

Methodologies that 

ensure privacy and 

confidentiality

Implementing “Common 

Geographies”

Position Paper on User 

Centric Geographies

Guidance

National Examples

Concerns 

……

…….

Building the Team

Leadership

Task Team Members

……

……



Thank you

Questions?


