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International classifications and its importance

1. What is a statistical classification?
It is a set of discrete, exhaustive and mutually exclusive categories which can be
assigned to one or more variables used in the collection and presentation of data,
and which describe the characteristics of a particular population (universe).

2. Why do we need international statistical 
classifications?

It is a fundamental need for any statistical system to have standard concepts,
definitions and categories.

The aim is to provide a basis for:
1. Statistics that are reasonably comparable between countries and within 

counties;
2. Developing and adapting national classifications for the same 

variable/characteristics
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Classifications and environment statistics

Some of the most important and widely used classifications, 
categories and other groupings relevant to the field 
of environment statistics

1. Land cover and land use
2. Environmental activities
3. Marine water quality
4. Surface freshwater quality
5. Ambient air quality
6. Protected areas

Chapter 5
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Example of typology of hazardous event and disasters

Database on the occurrence and impact of disasters: 
EM-DAT of the Catholic University of Leuven (Belgium) 

• At least one of the following criteria must be fulfilled for 
an event to be entered into the database (record large-
scale disasters):

– Ten (10) or more people reported dead 

– One hundred (100) or more people declared as affected 

– Declaration of state of emergency 

– Call for international assistance
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Example of typology of disasters 

Naturally 
originated
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Administrative records, remote sensing and monitoring system 
to measure the occurrence of disaster

ALC: Number of disasters 1990-2020, by disaster type
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Thank you for your attention!

https://www.cepal.org/en/topics/environmental-statistics
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