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How do we know we have all the policies needed and they work?

Two important questions: 

How much progress have we made?

Continuing business as usual, will we 
achieve our targets by 2030?

Why SDG progress assessment?



Why SDG progress assessment?

The Challenge:

Where to start?

17 goals, 169 targets, 231 indicators, 

++ disaggregations

Get the “Big Picture”

Communicate, Advocate, Prioritize,

Analyze



UNESCAP’s Methodology: Guiding principles

Assess regional “progress”1

• Numeric regional target values, time series data, fixed baseline

Utilize “entire” SDG indicator framework2
• Global SDG data and indicators, accommodate for disaggregated data

Provide a tool and methodology for countries3
• Standard methodology, capacity building, 

Asia-Pacific SDG gateway: 

https://data.unescap.org

https://data.unescap.org/home


UNESCAP’s Methodology: Two measures

Current status index:

How much progress has 

been made since 2000?

Anticipated status index

How likely will the target be 

achieved by 2030?
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UNESCAP’s Methodology: Steps

• Data 
sufficiency

• Disaggrega
tion

• Global 
SDG data

Data & 
Indicators

• Direct 
targets; or

• Average 
rate of top 5 
performers 
for each 
indicator

Regional 
targets

• Weighted 
model

• Use 
sufficient 
data

2030 
Predictions

• Normalizing 

• Targets has 
equal weight 
(indicators 
have unequal 
weights)

Indexing 

• Snapshot 
(goal)

• Dashboard 
(target)

• Progress 
gaps 
(indicator)

• Data 
availability

Presenting



Progress so far: SDG Snapshot for Asia-Pacific region



Where will Asia and the Pacific be in 2030?

Link: https://data.unescap.org/data-analysis/sdg-progress

REVERSE trend to achieve target

MAINTAIN progress to achieve target

ACCELERATE progress to achieve target

CANNOT be measured

https://data.unescap.org/data-analysis/sdg-progress


Asia-Pacific subregional progress



Asia-Pacific SDG progress in transformative  entry points





What does this approach offer?

▪ Global, regional and subregional SDG progress assessment 

▪ A methodology for assessing national progress towards the SDGs

• Not national assessment

• Not target values

• Not used for comparing or ranking countries

▪ A package of technical support and a tool for implementing the 

method 

▪ Objective: use national SDG indicators to improve communication

and inform policies for national implementation of the SDGs
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Access more SDG data at Asia-Pacific SDG gateway: https://data.unescap.org/

https://data.unescap.org/

