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Welcome to Belize




lntreduction

m Belize |s:

m Only Englishispeaking country: in Central
AmEerica.

n Home ter many: people ofi different cultures
and languages, Which makes It UnRigue: to the
[egion.

m A YVOUNRGl country beth In terms of ItS; people
anadl develepment.

n Galned Independence firom Great Britain on
245t September 19671




People o Belize

Cultures:
Mestizo
Creole
Ketehr, Yucateec and Moepan MVaya
Gariftuna
East Indian
German & Dutch Mennoenites
Chinese & lawanese
Lebanese
Arab
African







Fanguages o Belize

x Altheugh English s the' efficial language: of Belize
the Most commen anad Widely: Speken Version Is
Creoele. Hewever, the Naya, Gariftna, Mennonite
and Asian cemmunities speak their ewn
languages.

= Spanishiis speken by the majoenty of the
population since: the Immigratien ofi many/
Central Amercan people threugheut the 907s




Belize: 2007 Mid-Year Population Estimates
By Age Group and Sex

Source




[Demoegrapny.

n Vi Year 2007 PepuiationrStaiistics
n Population ofi Belize: 311,480 people
m Older Persens 60/ years +: 2,285 0r 6.6%
m Male Persons over 60yis: 10,945
m Female Personsi ever 60yrs: 10,340

m Population under s0yrs: 203,985 or 64.6%
m Populatien; under 85 yrs: 224,050 or 71.8%




Attitide ter@laer
PErSonSs

hey are
Invisible




Violence & Discrimination

s Altheughivielence Is aniissue in Belize It affiects
the yoeuthrand fiew reperted InCIdences of
vielence against elder peeple - so few: that the
Department of Hunan Services and pelice are
Unable te previde statistics.

IHoWeVer, discrmination IS evident i So many.
areas oft Belizean seciety. Older Peeple are
nvisible and seciety’ tends to forget that they.
exist because they: are smalllin number and
elder people themselves have lacked the will and
Support te fight against the discrimination.




Government of Belize

[ESPONSE 10 ISSUES off AGEING

x National Pelicy fier Older Persons adoptead by,
Cabinet In June 2002,

= [t identifies 9 programme areas: NATIONAL POLICY

: : FOR OLDER PERSONS
National Mechanism

Education & Media
Health) & Nutrition
Soecial Welfare

Income Security
Housing & environmenit
Family.

Cegal

Research

BELIZE




The National Council on Agelng was
established in Eebruarny 2003 and IS the advisory,
advecacy andl cooradinating mechanism, of
Gevemment andl acts te) premote, Implement,
moniter andl evaluate the natienal policy.

s An| EXecutive DIFectolr was
appointed 1 November 2003

s A SEcretarat Office was
epened in July:2004.

0 A Brogimme: Officerwas :
appointed i July: 2007 on g, Place OWCL




NCA

The NCA Is a Quasi-Gevernment erganization.

Executive Committee of 17 representatives; frem
Gevermment, Non-Goevermment, Civil Seciety,
Intermational & Business Community, the Church and of
course Older Persons

Presided ever by a chairperson appointed by the Minister
off Human Development.

Operational funding 2007/8: $114,000 / $57,0001 US

plus Officiall Charities Fund of $50,000 / $25,000 US fer
programime SUppPort.

Projects regularly funded by PAHO & UNERA




SEenice @rganizaiens

s NGO's that previde a service to older
PEersons in the secial & health related
alieas; are under respurced hoeth Auman &
financial.

m Only 4 receive a sulbvention frem
Goevernment, WhICh does not CeVer thelr
complete operational costs.

n Approximately: $306,712 =$153,356US for
200i7/8




Social Senvices

3 Residential Care Homes in Belize offer less than
100/ beds for elder people MOst I need, many. With
chronic Illness or dementia.

s Only ene home! isi completely ftnded By
Goevernment WhIISt the other 2 are part funded se

rely’ upen chantakle denatiens and community.
SUPPGIL.

2 Homeless Shelters: 1 managed by Salvation
Army. & 1 by GOB' occupied largely: by elder people

GOB Budget allocation for 2007/8: Approx:




NCA as Advocate

NatienalFElan GirACH RO @ICER PErSORSE
DIrects action; on:
Raising puklic awaremness
Eacllitating training

Introducing pregrammes tor support
MEMBEN Brganizations Working| with
elder persens In the community.

Acknewledging the Human Rights: of
Older People




Officially launched on 1st October
2007 on International Day of Older
Persons.

seeks to raise awareness
of older persons concerns and
Issues and advocate through
collective action to make changes
that will improve the quality of life
for older people

WOICE |

REPRESENTATIVE ORGANIZATION OF OLDER PECPLE IN BELIZE

WE OLDER PEOPLE HAVE MUCH TO SAY
_ S0 PLEASE LISTEN T0 US AND RESPECT
o OUR CONCERNS
l'- P A | 4

respected and
acknowledged |
by society

S>> We want adequate,
S®{ appropriate & affordable
G medication




Prime Minister Said Musa
attended launching of
VOICE to provide key note
address.




Public Awareness

s Use ofi every pessikle: means to educate
pUBlIC alboult populatien ageing and
concerns of older persens.

m Publications /' Posters

n Media: New initiative - The Golden Years




s 1 Hour RadiorPregramme, aied twice: per
moenth on a national radier station, te
Infierm and educate the population aneu
ISSUES relating te ageing and: elder

persons. it Is co-hosted by an elder
PErsoen and provides older Persens with an
epPpertunIty te discuss ISSUes and
CONCEnnS.
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Both Mrs. Gwen Gillett & Ms. Leotine Gillett-Lewis are over 80 years old



1Fietinllnle

n HUuman Righits: & Eundamental Ereedoms
el Olaer Persons.

s Capacity Bunding| for elder persens

m Home Healthcare: off ©lder Persons as; a
Suppert te family’ and communiity




Netwoerking /S Collzhoration

m Establishing) & Maintaining goed: and
effiective relationships Within areas that
will'make: a difference tor the lives off Older
Peoeple




BElize Secial Secuin Boald

m 2003: Introduction of NCP' for women 65
years plus of $75.00BZ ($37.50US) per
month.

s Dec 2007: Increase to $100.00
($50.00US) per month.

n January 2008: Intreduction ofif NCP: for
mMen 67 years

n [Ssue: Ineguality’ of benefits




MiInIstiy eff IHealin

s 2005; Intreduction off National Health
Rstirance SCheme: In Poeorest area of
Belize City (Seuthside).

m 2006 Introduction te Seuthern [DIStrcts of
Belize il Teledor and Stann Creek
considered tor the poorest areas ofi Belize

m Decemier 2007 Complete coverage: of
NIHI te country: of Belize.

n Free availlanle medication for older people




Trends...

m Belize Is seeing a definite Increase in
oropblems related! tor human benhavieur and
ifestyle:

Hypertension; Diaketes; Personall Injuny;
Road Traffic lncidents; Tehacecor Related
[liness;; Vielence including Demestic
Violence; Adelescent Pregnancy; Aboertion;
HINV-/AIDS; SiTFls andl Suicide.




Issues

Older people are living Ionger
Lifie expectancy’ at BItALIS Increasing
69.9yrs fier mMen & 74.4yrS) for Woemen.

Childbirtirisi also Increasing, as can e seen frem
statistics, & therefore programmes gealed
teowards; health & education’ of Young people: will
femain a pProrLy.

RISE I chrenic health conditions mean: older
PENSeNS are net lIiving a goeed guality: life




Challeneges

1z Blanningl fier ©ld Age

n [T Belize s te achieve MDG Goal #1., the
Goevernment needs, ter develop a strategy.
10 provide financiall security through
Universal Pensien Eund: fier clder peeple.

m YOURger people must alsorleam to: plan; fiox
thelr old age — ne guarantees in life for
long| term care.




2= PUplic; AWAarEeness

n Reduce ivisinility: off elder peeple by,
pPromoting a more pesitive Inage of
ageing.

x Promoetion, suppert andl capacity: building

of 10 Become: the strong
eliganization that It has the potential te
of<H




3:  Intergenerational Werk:

x e Generation Gap is Widening largely:
due to the dispanity in populatien; % of

elder persens to yoUunger: PErsens,
therefiore Impertant te bring old & young
together tor develop muttal respect &
Understanading.




45 Research & Collection el @ualitative
Data

The NCA needs to keepr up-dated on the
situation: ofi elder persens; i Belize 1n; order

10, qualiiy: why: chianges In policy: and
practice ane necessary.




The Peverty off ©ldrAge

he majenty of clder people ane pPoor
and live belew: the peverty line.

NCP. & Social Assistance Benefits are

Inadeguate and fall' belew: the peverty
level.




Legisiation

At the present time there Is noei legisiation that protects
elder persens fliem discrimination andl abuse: so: they: are
easily taken| advantage: ofi.

The NCA IS currently drafting an Which
willf previde: greater legal pretection and increase their
Pasic human rights.

The draft Act will lbe completed by the end ol Decemier
2007 and be submitted to the: office of the Solicitor
General.

fior Older
PErsens IS currently with' Seliciior Generals: office

Octeber 2007: Amendments to the Domestic Vielence
Act were passed! threugh Cabinet te cover all women in
a home including older wemen.




| essons Learnt

s Older People are definitely: net a priority.
group:ini Belize. Acknowledged: for thelr
Vulnerability but not 1n societall Censcience
as a Section| of the: population Wihose
needs sheuld e taken| serieusly.

x NCA asi an advecating erganization Needs
10, Werk harder to remind Gevernment of
itS responsinilities and Belizean society: of
the things to come" — the future problems







