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Framed by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, this figure presents the major components that will 
assist our efforts in charting a geospatial roadmap  towards nationally integrated geospatial information 

management for evidence-based policies and decisions for the wellbeing of people and planet.
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“develop an overarching 
Geospatial Framework……”

“prepare and implement 
country level Action Plans…..”
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The Overarching 
Strategic  Framework 
is a mechanism for 
articulating and 
demonstrating 
national leadership, 
cultivating 
champions, and 
developing the 
capacity to take 
positive steps.

The Integrated 
Geospatial 
Information 
Framework provides 
a basis and guide for 
developing, 
integrating and 
strengthening 
geospatial 
information 
management.

http://ggim.un.org/UN-GGIM-Intergrated-geospatial-information-framework/
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The Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF) comprises 3 separate, but connected,
documents. The Overarching Strategic Framework was completed and adopted by UN-GGIM in
August 2018. The structure and main elements of the Implementation Guide were provided for
discussion, and had ‘in-principle’ approval by UN-GGIM. The Country-level Action Plans were
acknowledged as ‘work in progress’ and to be developed through case studies.
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IGIF: Overarching Strategic Framework

• A forward-looking Framework built on national needs and circumstances.

• Provides the overarching strategic messages and integrated national framework, 

focusing on policy perspectives and elements of geospatial information.

• Sets the context of ‘why’ geospatial information management is a critical 

element of national social and economic development.

• Vision and Mission statements communicate the overarching aim of the 

Integrated Geospatial Information Framework.

• The Framework achieves this via 7 Underpinning Principles, 8 Goals and 9 

Strategic Pathways that lead to a national approach that takes account of 

national circumstances, priorities and perspectives.

• The Overarching Strategic Framework is intended for a wide range of 

stakeholders – these primarily being high-level policy and decision makers, 

institutions and organizations within and across government.
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The Vision recognizes the responsibility for 

countries to plan for and provide better 

outcomes for future generations, and our 

collective aspiration to ‘leave no one behind’.

The Mission is designed to stimulate action 

towards bridging the geospatial digital divide; 

to find sustainable solutions for social, 

economic and environmental development; 

and to influence inclusive and transformative 

societal change for all citizens according to 

national priorities and circumstances.

Overarching Strategic Framework: Vision and Mission
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Anchored by 9 
Strategic Pathways, 
the Framework is a 
mechanism for 
articulating and 
demonstrating 
national leadership 
in geospatial 
information, and 
the capacity to take 
positive steps.
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9 Strategic 

Pathways
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Establishes the leadership, governance model, institutional arrangements 

and a clear value proposition as a means to strengthen multi-disciplinary 

and multi-sectoral participation and a commitment to achieving an 

Integrated Geospatial Information Framework.

Objective is to attain political endorsement, strengthen institutional 

mandates and build a cooperative data sharing environment through a 

shared understanding of the value of an Integrated Geospatial 

Information Framework, and the roles and responsibilities to achieve the 

vision. 

Governance 
and 

Institutions

Strategic

Pathway 1
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Establishes a robust legal and policy framework that is essential to 

institute appropriate national geospatial information legislation and policy 

that enables the availability, accessibility, exchange, application and 

management of geospatial information.

Objective is to address current legal and policy issues by improving the 

laws and policies associated with, and impact on, geospatial information 

management; proactively monitoring the legal and policy environment, 

particularly with regard to designating official responsibility for the 

production of data, and with respect to issues raised by emerging 

technologies and innovative and creative use of geospatial information.

Strategic

Pathway 2
Policy
and

Legal



Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges

Establishes the business model, develops financial partnerships, and 

identifies the investment needs and funding sources for delivering 

integrated geospatial information management, as well as recognizing the 

benefits realization milestones that will achieve and maintain momentum.

Objective is to achieve an understanding of the implementation costs and 

ongoing financial commitment necessary to deliver integrated geospatial 

information management that can be sustained and maintained in the 

longer term.

Strategic

Pathway 3Financial
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Establishes a geospatial data framework and custodianship guidelines for 

best practice collection and management of integrated geospatial 

information that is appropriate to cross sector and multidisciplinary 

collaboration.

Objective is to enable data custodians to meet their data management, 

sharing and reuse obligations to government and the user community 

through the execution of well-defined data supply chains for organizing, 

planning, acquiring, integrating, managing, maintaining, curating, 

publishing and archiving geospatial information.

Strategic

Pathway 4Data
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Recognizes that technology and processes are continuously evolving; 

creating enhanced opportunities for innovation and creativity that enable 

governments to quickly bridge the digital divide.

Objective is to stimulate the use of the latest cost-effective technologies, 

process improvements and innovations so that governments, no matter 

what their current situation is, may leapfrog to state-of-the-art geospatial 

information management systems and practices.

Strategic

Pathway 5Innovation



Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges

Establishes, and ensures the adoption of, best practice standards and 

compliance mechanisms that enable legal, data, semantic and technical 

interoperability, which are fundamental to delivering integrated 

geospatial information and knowledge creation.

Objective is to enable different information systems to communicate and 

exchange data, enable knowledge discovery and inferencing between 

systems using unambiguous meaning, and provide users with lawful access 

to and reuse of geospatial information.

Strategic

Pathway 6
Standards
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Establishes effective cross-sector and interdisciplinary cooperation, 

industry and private sector partnerships, and international cooperation as 

an important premise to developing a sustainable Integrated Geospatial 

Information Framework.

Objective is to create and sustain the value of geospatial information 

through a culture based on trusted partnerships and strategic alliances 

that recognize common needs and aspirations, and national priorities.

Strategic

Pathway 7Partnerships
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Establishes enduring capacity building programs and education systems 

so that geospatial information management and entrepreneurship can be 

sustained in the longer term. 

Objective is to increase the awareness and level of understanding of 

geospatial information science. This includes developing and 

strengthening the skills, instincts, abilities, processes and resources that 

organizations and communities require to utilize geospatial information 

for decision-making.

Strategic

Pathway 8Capacity
and 

Education
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Recognizes that stakeholders (including the general community) are 

integral to the implementation of integrated geospatial information 

management systems and that their buy-in and commitment is critical to 

success.

Objective is to deliver effective and efficient communication and 

engagement processes to encourage greater input from stakeholders to 

achieve transparent decision-making processes when implementing the 

Geospatial Information Management Framework.

Communication
and

Engagement

Strategic

Pathway 9
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The Integrated Geospatial Information Framework is a reference guide for developing and 

strengthening arrangements in national geospatial information management. It has been 

designed specifically for low to middle income countries and small island developing States. 

But, it is also being used to improve and coordinate activities to achieve alignment between 

and across existing national agency capabilities and infrastructures in developed countries.

Summary
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QUESTIONS OR CLARIFICATIONS?


