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GEOENGINEERING
The deliberate large-scale intervention 

in the Earth’s climate system,

in order to moderate global warming

No regulatory framework

Cheaper than a nuclear weapon

Probable in our lifetime                            

(if “runaway CC”,  or crisis + willing ‘hero’)
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To Potato or not to Potato:

A geoengineering question

(Caldeira & Wood 2008)
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2010:  Two Geoengineering Questions from Red Cross

1. How will the most vulnerable help make geoengineering decisions?

2. Who will pay for humanitarian work in a geoengineered world?



2017: Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre’s paper



“The potential for [geoengineering] 

has major implications in terms of 

impacts on the most vulnerable”

“No one likes to be a rat 

in someone else’s laboratory”

“Potentially delusional 

assumptions of rationality”

“Predatory Geoengineering”



“In the context of tipping points or 

runaway climate change scenarios, 

SRM could help reduce impacts on 

some of the most vulnerable, but

global power dynamics are not 

set up to ensure that the interests 

of the most vulnerable are elicited, 

considered, and addressed.”





“To Geoengineer Or Not To Geoengineer”, with Regie Gibson



Some More Questions 

“Landscapes” vs. “Cloudscapes” ?

Whose Hand on the Thermostat ?

What Research & Governance regime ?

What if unilateral deployment becomes 

imminently likely ?

What role for Development Sector?


