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Basic facts

Adopted in Escazu (Costa Rica) on 4 March 2018

i iof e Entered into force on 22 April 2021

and Justice in Environmental

Matters in Latin America
and the Caribbean

« First regional environmental treaty of Latin America and the
Caribbean

« Ultimate aim: to protect the right of present and future
generations to a healthy environment and to sustainable
development

« Creation and strengthening of capacities and cooperation

24 signatories (6 OECS) (Dominica) ~ .

13 ratifications \O

(4 OECS: Antigua and Barbuda, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines) d




Underlying basis of the
Escazu Agreement
Environmental issues are

best handled with the active
participation of all concerned

Generation and access to
environmental information
is critical for sound

Environmental harm
must be prevented and
remedied

Regional cooperation is key



Salient features of the

- Achieving a healthy environment
and sustainable development

- Rights-based
- People-centered
- Leave no one behind

- Capacity-building and
cooperation

Environmental dimension of sustainable development

Generation and access
to environmental

Meaningful Redress and remedy
engagement of all against environmental
sectors of society harm

knowledge and
information

Special consideration of Small Island Developing States

Implementation support Progressive realization
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Environmental information
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EIS under the Escazu Agreement

» Possible content:
» Reports on the state of the environment

»  List of public entities competent in
environmental matters

»  List of polluted areas, by type of pollutant
and location

» One or more systems » Information on the use and conservation
U d of natural resources and ecosystem

g p-to-date services

> Duly organized »  Climate change sources aimed at building

national capacities

» Accessible to all persons , , ,
» Information on environmental Impact

» Made progressively available assessment processes and on other

th rough information environmental management instruments,
environmental licences or permits granted

teChnOIOgy and by the public authorities
georeferenced media, where »  Estimated list of waste by type and, when
appropr‘iate possible, by volume, location and year




Why an EIS in the OECS?

(1) Provide the OECS region with a comprehensive platform

e to access data, which will allow integrated planning, impact

assessments and risk analysis for national and regional
development.

(2) Display information publicly on a range of interests to
support policy and decision-making dialogues on
environmental management, social and economic issues;
and facilitate public and special interest group validation at
the national to international scales.

3) ldentify trends (e.g., levels of pollution, population, waste
disposal, uptake of renewable energy etc.) that can be
categorized for prioritization of actions.

(4) Serve as one-stop-shop and searchable portable for
information that can be used to monitor and track areas of
interests and develop strategies to minimize or mitigate
negative trends.

(5) Facilitating reporting obligations; avoiding duplication;
ensuring consistency; and cost-effectiveness




OECS EIS structure

Proposed OECS sub-REIS

MEA Indicators— MEA Reporting

OECS REIS !
””””” i  Data Hub

Progress , SGD2040 Reporting

#SCD
2040
| Sl LR — Saint Lucia NEIS [— l

Saint Vincent &the | | j_ _____________________ 1 SDG Indicators ———»SDG Progress Reports
Grenadines i
u SR GOALS
AngUIlla - ! =t ix

el L _L_____1

Potential link with regi I platforms
e.g. UNEP-ROLAC/CARICOM




|
Content
Assessment
(availability and
inventory)

|
Structure and
Governance
Arrangements

]|
Logistics
(Infrastructure
and

implementation)

OECS endorsed roadmap
for the EIS

Policy Brief and COMES decisions

Develop an OECS data sharing protocol
(OECS | Member States)

Mapping of national-level actors and
institutions and development of national
coordination schemes

EIS




Cluster I;: Content Assessment with
national counterparts — Steps

Previous diagnosis & workshop preparation

Work along with the Live workshops and exercises
C?untry, to fil UP the self- Targeted audience (producers and
diagnosis of availability of Ve NSO, NifirTes:
environmental data (Global || Environmental Authorities, Disaster || Review the methodological

Set + ESSAT) Risk  Reduction/  Emergency || sheets of the indicators built

authorities, sectoral authorities, during the Workshop, and
universities, research centers, and provide feedback
private sector

Follow-up activities

Coordinate with the Focal

Point for logistics of virtual Develop a report where the
workshop 3 days of Workshop (3 hours per day) || availability of national
- Statistic Office Based on initial self-diagnosis information is evaluated and

. . Methodological presentations on synthe5|zed
- Environmental Authority || statistical techniques. Practical Strengthened further

SRS ) EEpTEnSe Bl indicators selected by the
indicators / Develop methodological
country

sheets

Participants receive a certificate
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“The region has a valuable tool to seek
people-centred solutions grounded i

nature”: the Escazu Agreement.

UN Secretary-General Policy Brief:
The Impact of COVID-19 on Latin America and the Caribbean (2020)

By enhancing access to data, knowledge, and information, and by engaging
vulnerable groups, it upholds fundamental values of democratic life and
fosters responsive public policies.

When the agreement enters into force and is implemented, countries will be better
placed to preserve their strategic natural heritage through more inclusive and
community-oriented actions



a8 s Acuerdo a8 ) Escazu
de Escazu Agreement

Secretariat — Escazu Agreement

Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division
United Nations, ECLAC

http://www.cepal.org/en/escazuagreement

http://observatoriop|0.cepal.org
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