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The urgency of moving towards a care society

* Gender inequality is a structural feature in the region, and is at the root of the unsustainabilityof the
prevailingdevelopmentmodel

 The coronavirus disease (COVIEL9) pandemic has exacerbatedthe structural challengesof gender
inequalityand has highlighted the unfair organization of care within societyandthe needto movetowards
adevelopment model that puts careandthe sustainabilityof life at its centre.

« ECLAGascalledfor faster progressowardseconomic, climate and gender justice and a transition to a care
society that:

* prioritizesthe sustainabilityof life and carefor the planet
« guaranteeghe rightsof peoplewho require or providecare,includingseltcare
 that worksto reducethe precariousnesselatedto the caresector,

 that raisesawarenes®f the multiplier effectsof the careeconomyon well-beingandits ability to drive
atransformativerecoverywith equalityand sustainability
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Commitments in the Regional Gender Agenda to overcome the structural challenges
of inequality and achieve women’s autonomy and gender equality
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Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).
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The Regional Gender Agenda and global commitments to
achieve gender equality
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The central role of care in the Regional
Gender Agenda
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The central role of care in the Regional Gender

Agenda
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Pillars of implementation of the Montevideo Strategy as a road map for
building the care society
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Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), on the basis of Montevideo Strategy for the Implefrtbiet&Egianal Gender Agenda within the Sustainable Development Framework by 2030

(LC/CRM.13/5), Santiago, March 2017.

ECLAC 6]_ Meeting of the Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean




Care has a central role in the Santiago Commitment

| mp | eyemdenrsensitivecountercyclicalpolicies,in order to mitigate the impact of economic
crisesandrecession®nw o0 me hivesand promote regulatoryframeworksand policiesto galvanize
the economyin keysectors,includingthe caree ¢ o n o(paradgrap24).

(i
Satiago “ Me a sthe meltiplier effects of boostingthe care economyin terms of w o me raboar market
ommitmen oo 5 5 5 5 5 . .
participation|[..], well-being, redistribution, economicgrowth and the macroeconomiampact of the

caree ¢ 0 n oparagraph2s).

“ D e scongprehensivecare systemsfrom a gender,intersectional,intercultural and human rights
perspectivethat foster co-responsibilitypetweenmenandwomen,the State,the market,familiesand
the community,andincludejoined-up policieson time, resourcespenefitsand universal,good-quality
public servicesto meet the different care needs of the population, as part of social protection

Sy st @ansyraph?o).

Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), prepared on the basis of the Santiago Commitmentreptedegional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean (2020)
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Care has a central role in the Santiago Commitment

“ Pr o medaswrespoliciesand programmesfor the full engagemenif boys,youngmen and
men as strategic allies in achievinggender equality and in promoting and ensuringw 0 me n '

rights and their economicempowermentand autonomy|..], and foster policiesfor the equal
sharingof domesticandcarework betweenmenandw o m e (paragrapi2?).

Latin America and the Caribbean
‘Santiago, 2731 January 2020

Santiago
Commitment

%
“ A | ppomote a systemicchangein the approachto migration to reducethe vulnerabilitiesof
womenin the migration cycle,and the adoption of cooperationagreementsamongcountriesof

origin, transit, destinationand return for migrant women, refugeesand asylumseekers paying

particular attention to displacementphenomena surrounding global care chains and their
structural causes,and ensure human rights and decent working conditions, [..] and non-
discriminatoryaccesgo healthservicesandcomprehensivesocialp r o t e (dragraptiZs).

Source: EconomicCommissiorfor LatinAmericaandthe CaribbeanECLACpreparedon the basisof the SantiagagCommitmentadoptedat the XIV Regionaonferenceon Womenin LatinAmericaandthe Caribbearn(2020)
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Towards the building of a care society within the framework of the
Regional Gender Agenda 2020-2022
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Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).
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The care society: a horizon for sustainable recovery with gender
equality

» Thecrisisshouldbe an opportunity to move towards a care society that prioritizesthe care of the planet, health,
peopleandselfcare It impliesmovingtowards a fair socialorganizationof careand co-responsibilitybetweenthe
State,the market,the variousforms of familiesandbetweenmenandwomen

« It is a call for a paradigm shift, which implies rethinking patterns of production, consumption, distribution,
reorientingfinancetowardsthe realeconomy,putting the sustainabilityof life at the centre.

» The Regional Gender Agenda is a robust and advanced framework of agreements: it callsfor overcomingthe
sexualdivisionof labor and the unjust socialorganizationof care,implementingcomprehensivecare policiesand
systems, promoting the redistribution and recognition of care work, and strengtheningthe role of the care
economyasa galvanizingectortowardsa transformativerecoverywith equality.

* It is necessary to strengthen the role of States from a feminist perspective, through universal,intersectoral,
comprehensivego-responsibleand sustainablecarepoliciesandsystems

« We havethe opportunity to build consensusowardsthe next RegionalConferenceon Womenin order to achieve
an equitable distribution of power, resources and time between women and men and to move towards a new
style of development based on equality and sustainability.
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Follow us:

0 https.//www.cepal.org/es

O https.//twitter.com/cepal_onu

0 https:.//www.facebook.com/cepal.onu

o https.//www.youtube.com/user/CEPALONU

° https./”/www.flickr.com/photos/cepal



