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Background

The Financing for Sustainable Development Report (FSDR) is produced by the UN Secretary-General’s
Inter-agency Task Force on Financing for Development (IATF), led by UN DESA in close cooperation with
the World Bank Group, IMF, WTO, UNCTAD, and UNDP.

The IATF includes over 60 United Nations Agencies and other international institutions, including
regional commissions.

First FSDR since adoption of the Sevilla Commitment in June 2025.

As per in Sevilla, the FSDR focuses on four topics biennially while covering all 7 chapters “in numbers”:

> 2026: private business and finance; international trade; systemic issues and international financial
architecture; data.

> 2027: domestic public resources; international development cooperation and development
effectiveness; debt and debt sustainability; science, technology, innovation and capacity building
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Key messages

Development progress is imperiled by global fragmentation

» Geopolitical considerations are increasingly shaping economic relations and policies, with tensions
diverting trade and investment, discouraging cross-border capital, and feeding volatility.

Developing countries face a financing squeeze, from combined and increasing

shocks

» Challenges compounded by shock from war in the middle east.

 In 2025, ODA fell to to $174 billion, a projected 23% decline compared to 2024; ODA fell 25.8% to LDCs.
* In 2024, debt service burdens reached 20-year highs in developing countries.

« Trade tensions translate to economic cost for developing countries.

Implementing the Sevilla Commitment is the path forward

Close the $4 trillion financing gap by scaling up investment and addressing the financing squeeze.
» Focus on impact and resilience.
Reform the international financial architecture; invest in and support multilateralism.
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Domestic public resources

* Tax revenues increased globally over two decades, but convergence between
developed and developing countries stalled after the pandemic, leaving large
differences in tax-to-GDP ratios.

* Aid for strengthening tax systems has increased since 2016, but it still
represents only a very small share of total ODA.

* Participation in existing international tax cooperation instruments varies
widely across countries, with least developed countries remaining
underrepresented.
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Tax revenue, median, by country group, 2004-2024
(Percentage of GDP)
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Investment growth Share of private investment in total investment
(Percent) (Percent of total)
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Trends in MDB financing, 2015-2024
(Billions of US dollars, constant 2023 prices)
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World Trade Uncertainty Index, 2008-2026
(Index, GDP weighted average)
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Debt service on external PPG debt, median, by country group, 2000-2024

(Percentage of general government revenue)
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Voting share of developing countries in international institutions, 2015-2025
(Percentage)
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Number of Sevilla Commitment actions supported by at least one SPA
initiative

Global financing framework 20 L

Domestic public resources 3 7

Private business and finance 3 7
International development 20 17

cooperation _

Trade

International financial architecture
and systemic issues
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Science, technology, innovation
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Data

I Number of actions supported by at least one SPA initiative
" Number of actions not supported by any SPA initiative

Source: UN DESA.
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Progress Report on the Sevilla Platform for Action — April 2026

O After its launch at FFD4, 105 SPA initiatives directly support 173
8 1 /() initiatives provided updates, and 92 1 73 specific actions across all action
reported specific implementation areas. Coverage is deepest in private
progress — a strong baseline for a business and finance, domestic

of initiatives reported Sevilla Commitment actions

updates in the first cycle voluntary mechanism in its first year. covered public resources, and debt.

Concrete results are emerging across lb SPA initiatives reported progress on
4 O four areas. Initiatives reported work on n I unlocking billions of dollars in

technical assistance and capacity foreign-exchange hedging, bond
o building, institutional and market mobilized or committed issuances in the hundreds of
initiatives reported work on . . .
technical assistance and engagement, policy tools and millions, and grant-funded portfolios
capacity building frameworks, and financing instruments that have unlocked over a hundred
and investment mobilization. million dollars in financing
s"' commitments.
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https://financing.desa.un.org/iatf/fsdr2026

http://bit.ly/fsdr2026

United Nations
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