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Cascading crises reveal structural challenges in achieving gender equality in

For every 100 men living in poor
households, there are 118 women

1 in 3 women have no income of
their own

The proportion of women
ministers in the region is
28,7%

Women hold 26% of seats in
local governments

4 out of 10 women are not

connected and/or cannot
afford connectivity

| onm

the region

Socioeconomic
inequality and Sexual division

persistence of of labour
poverty

Limit women’s economic,
physical, and decision-making
autonomy

. Patriarchal
Concentration
cultural
of power
patterns

Women spend three
times as much time on
unpaid domestic and care
work as men

1 out of 2 women are in
the labour market while 3
out of 4 men are in the
labour market

In 2021, at least 4,473 women
from 29 countries were victims
of feminicide

62,4% of women between the
ages of 15 and 24 who are
married or in a union are neither
studying nor engaged in paid
labour, compared to 24,1% of
single women
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Economic slowdown and a decade of low growth hinder progress
towards sustainable development with equality

Latin America and the Caribbean: GDP growth, 1951-20232
(In percentages)
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Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), based on official figures.
a Figures for 2023 are projections.
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Economic growth for 2014-2023:
0.8% anual average,
the decade of slowest economic
growth since 1951,
less than the "lost decade" of the
1980s, which reached 2%

By 2023, ECLAC projects a GDP growth
rate of 1.7% in LAC: 1.2% for South
America, 3% for Central America and
Mexico, and 4.2% for the Caribbean
(excluding Guyana)

This is in addition to the rise in
inflation, which particularly affects the
lower-income population



In 2022, for every 100 men living in poor households in the region, there were 118
women in the same situation

Latin America (14 countries): Femininity index of poor households
National totals, around 2022.

This situation is evidence of the
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1040 women, who in the absence of
100 other household income are more
80 likely to be in poverty, a situation
60 that is exacerbated in households
40 with a greater presence of
20 children.
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Source: ECLAC based on household surveys of the countries. Household Survey Data Bank (BADEHOG).
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Sex
(20-59 years)

Age
(selected groups)

Ethnicity/race Ethnicity/race

(11 countries) (8 countries)

The incidence of poverty is higher among women, Afro-descendants, indigenous people,
children and adolescents

LATIN AMERICA: INCIDENCE OF POVERTY BY DIFFERENT SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC
CHARACTERISTICS, 2021

(Percentages) * The poverty rate of women aged 20 to
Men 273 59 years is higher than that of men in all

Women countries of the region

0-17 years * Children adolescents face a higher
incidence of poverty than other age

groups.

35-44years NN 30.5

65 years and over | 16.2
e Poverty is considerably higher for the

Afrodescendent . .
indigenous and Afro-descendant

Neither Indigenous nor Afrodescendent 21.4 populations

Indigenous

Neither Indigenous nor Afrodescendent || NG 23.9

0 20 40 60

Source: ECLAC, Social Panorama 2022, based on Household Survey Data Bank (BADEHOG).
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1in 3women in Latin America do not have an income of their own

Latin America (16 countries): People without incomes of their own by sex. Around 2021.

0 10 20 30 40 50
GUATEMALA 51
HONDURAS 43,5
EL SALVADOR 39,4 . .
COLOMBIA 35 The main source of income
COSTA RICA 34,4 for people in the region is
VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF) 32,1 labour income.
ECUADOR 31,1 .
PARAGUAY 29,5 However, 1 in 3 women
MEXICO 294 have no income of their
BRAZIL 26,2 own, which is directly
PERU 2538 linked to the barriers
CHILE 18,4 imposed by the sexual
division of labour for their
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC T e 18,3 i
16,1 entry into the labour
PANAMA et ' ket
BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) . 11,8 market.
LATIN AMERICA (WEIGHTED AVERAGE) 27,8

B Women = Men

Source: ECLAC based on household surveys of the countries. Household Survey Data Bank (BADEHOG).
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In Latin America, women spend on average 3 times as much time as men on unpaid care and
domestic work
Latin America (16 countries): Average time spent on paid and unpaid work of the population aged 15 and over, by sex and

country. Latest available data
(Average hours per week)

Men Women
54,1 176 [866 Argentina, 2021 33,2 52,5
39,4 11,1/283"" Brazil, 2019 22,1 38,9
54,0 19,4 [346 Chile, 2015 424 62,2
520 126395 Colombia, 2021 343 51,2
549 18,0 370 Costa Rica, 2022 352 53,8
54,1 19,8 343 Cuba, 2016 35,3 57,4
49,6 10,0/896 Ecuador, 2012 37.2 558
58,8 175 412 El Salvador, 2017 37,7 59,1
46,7 8,3'384 Guatemala, 2022 41,9 56,3
45,4 6,7/8860 Honduras, 2009 29,1 43,4
16,9 4486 Mexico, 2019 42,8 64,8
55,6 13,9 ‘41,7 Panama, 2011 315 54,8
47,2 11,8[854 "  Paraguay, 2016 285 46,6
56,3 16,3 [40,0 Peru, 2010 40,2 60,5
48,4 10,9f87,5 "  Dominican Rep, 2021 25,5 48,1
50,1 18,1 [@2@ Uruguay, 2022* 20,9 33,6 54,5
W paid work time Unpaid work time = Total work
time

Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), based on the Repository of Time Use Information for Latin America and the Caribbean.
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Large gaps in labour participation between men and women due to the

overburden of domestic and care work for women

Latin America and the Caribbean (24 countries, weighted average)?: participation and unemployment rates
evolution, by sex, 2001-2023
(In percentages)

16
75,9 83 76,8 76,2 76,0
75,1 758 756 755 759 756 754 756 756 g ey , A0 758 756 758 757 755 737 748 753 1
m B B B HE mEEE m B B m RNy mE
12

3
51,0 51,5 1p

463 47,7 47,8 480 486 489 489 49,0 498 49, 493 03 501 498 500 o) 9,1 50,0

50,9 51,3 51,8

8,0 79 78 7,9
7,6 /ﬁ7,6 N 90 91 3
y
/
-0--0-9¢ 77
LI PANGR. bl W _e 68 6% 68 68 -0
w° 62 | ~o---0--9"- | 61 62
5.2 "~ 53 54 54 53 7
¢ 4
2
0
T S S N St N o N S S S W S S S G S
& & & & & & & @ D PP XD P LN YD > o
m°’»°m°@@’9’9’9’\9@’9@’9’9’9’\9@@@’9’9@”&”

Women's participation B Men's participation == =@==: Men's unemployment (right axis) ===@==\\/omen's unemployment (right axis) =g Unemployment for both sexes

(right axis)

Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), based on official country figures and projections.

The pandemic caused a
nearly 20-year setback in
women’s participation rate.

Failure to close the
historical gap between men
and women.

The main obstacle to
women's full insertion in the
labour market is related to
the overburden of unpaid
domestic and care work.

a: Countries considered: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad
and Tobago, Uruguay and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of),Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). Figures for 2019 do not include the Bolivarian

Republic of Venezuela. *Figures for 2022 correspond to estimates from the Preliminary Overview of the Economies of Latin America and the Caribbean, ECLAC 2022. ** Figures for 2023 are projections.
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Increased burden of care work is the main barrier to women's labour force
participation

Latin America (15 countries): Participation rate of people Latin America (15 countries): Participation rate of people between
between ages 20 and 44, by sex and presence of children ages 20 and 44, by sex and household income quintiles. Around
between 0 and 5 years old in the household. Around 2022. 2022.
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Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), based on Household Survey Data Bank (BADEHOG).
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Hourly labour earnings

Conditions in employment have gender and racial-ethnic biases, the effects of which are

deepened by intersectionality

Latin America (weighted average, 9 countries): hourly earnings of the employed population aged 15 and over by sex,

years of schooling and ethnic-racial condition, around 2022
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Source: ECLAC on the basis of household surveys in the countries. Household Survey Data Bank (BADEHOG).
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Child, early, forced marriage and unions impact girls and women autonomy

Latin America and the Caribbean (24 countries): Women aged 20-24 who were married or in a union before age 18, latest available year.

(SDG Indicator 5.3.1)
(Percentages)
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Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC), Ending violence against women and girls
and femicide or feminicide: key challenge for the construction
of a caring society, Santiago, 2022.:
https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files/c2300196 boletin 1

violencia_ing_web_ 0.pdf
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https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files/c2300196_boletin_1_violencia_ing_web_0.pdf
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The sexual division of labour is established from an early age and is exacerbated
among girls who are married or in a union

Latin America (6 countries): Time spent in unpaid work by the population aged 18 and
under, by sex and marital status
(average hours per week)

Structural challenges of inequality
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Source: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), based on the Repository of Time Use Information for Latin America and the Caribbean.
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High concentration of power and hierarchical relations in the public sphere

of elected seats in local government deliberative

bodies are held by women (2023) It is estimated that at this rate, it
will take more than 40 years to
Latin America and the Caribbean (21 countries): Proportion of seats held by women in local government, achieve parity in national
SDG indicator 5.5.1.b. parllam ents
(Percentages
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Institutionality for gender equality in the state: what is the hierarchical rank of
the Machineries for the Advancement of Women in Latin America and the
Caribbean?

Hierarchical level of Machineries for the Advancement of Women

(Percentages)
Latin America (20 countries) The Caribbean (18 countries)

British Virgin Islands

Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Costa Rica, Colombia, Bolivia (Plurinational
Cuba, Dominican State of),
Republic, El Salvador, Uruguay
Ecuador, Honduras,
Mexico, Nicaragua,

Paraguay, Peru, 0
Panama, Venezuela 10A) Puerto Rico,

Haiti, Trinidad and

1 1% Tobago

Anguilla, Antigua and
Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas,
Barbados, Belize, Dominica,
Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica,
Montserrat,

Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Saint Lucia,
Suriname

(Boliviarian Republic of). Guatemala

@ Entity attached to a ministry
@ Entity attached to the presidency or machinery whose holder is directly accountable to the presidency
@ Ministry or body with ministerial rank
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ffffffff LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (22 COUNTRIES): CENTRAL GOVERNMENT SOCIAL EXPENDITURE, TOTALAND -
SUBREGIONS, 2021 a/
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South America Central America, Mexico and Dom. Republic The Caribbean

Social expenditure remains highly heterogeneous across countries and sub-regions: some
countries exceed 17% of GDP, others less than 10%.

Public social expenditure 2021

South America average

Central America average The Caribbean average

A Public social expenditure 2020

(ECLAC), on the basis of official information from the countries.a/ Data for Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Colombia and Nicaragua are for 2018. Data for Panama are for 2017. Coverage for Bolivia (Plurinational
State of) corresponds to central administration and for Peru to general government. Data for Uruguay do not include data from the Banco de Prevision Social.b For comparison purposes, the 2018 levels of public
social spending published in the 2019 edition of the Social Panorama of Latin America (ECLAC, 2019) are include6a reference.

ECLAC
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South America is the sub-region
with the highest average social
expenditure (15.3% of GDP) and
greatest heterogeneity

In Central America, Mexico, and
the Dominican Republic average
social spending reached 10.5% of
GDP and in the Caribbean 14.1% of
GDP.

The average per
expenditure reached:

* In South America at USS1,529,
2.1 times the per capita
expenditure of Central America,
Mexico and the Dominican
Republic (USS$745).

* In the Caribbean countries at
USS2,140, they remain with the

highest average social
expenditure per person.

capita social

Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean



To advance towards sustainable development
with equality, the region needs to implement
the Regional Gender Agenda and overcome
the structural challenges of inequality
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We invite you to take a look at our documents and resources

Breaking the statistical Financing care systems
] The care silence to achieve S0 bolicies il adnAmerica

. SOCiety gender equality A CONTRIBUTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE
ofme REGIONAL A horizon T
GE N._E_R e for sustainable
AGENDA recovery with

RECOVERY WITH GENDER EQUALITY

by 2030
Application of the information ]"n\’
systems pillar of the Montevideo
Strategy for Implementation of the
Regional Gender Agenda within SCS

gender equality

Gender Affairs ECLAC
https://www.cepal.org/en/topics/
gender-affairs

Gender Eqaulity Observatory

Femicidal
violence

e R https://oig.cepal.org/en

Hamful practices that deepen gender inequality
in Latin America and the Caribl

Advances

in care policies
in Latin America
and the Caribbean

Towards a care society.
with gender equality.

Working grovp of the Joint lotée-Agency Progeamend
oot Chkd Msriage anc Eie Uicr
Latin Arrideica andthe Caribbean

I, @UN :27
o WOMEN E3

65 Meeting of the Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean



https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/47951-45-years-regional-gender-agenda
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/48362-care-society-horizon-sustainable-recovery-gender-equality
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/48372-breaking-statistical-silence-achieve-gender-equality-2030-application-information
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/48382-financing-care-systems-and-policies-latin-america-and-caribbean-contributions
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/48743-advances-care-policies-latin-america-and-caribbean-towards-care-society-gender
https://oig.cepal.org/en/documents/bulletin-no-1-femicidal-violence-figures-latin-america-and-caribbean-bringing-end-violence
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/48117-child-early-and-forced-marriage-and-unions-harmful-practices-deepen-gender

Follow us:

https.//www.cepal.org/es

Working for
a productive, inclusive
and sustainable future

https.//twitter.com/cepal_onu

https.//www.facebook.com/cepal.onu

https./www.youtube.com/user/CEPALONU

https://www.flickr.com/photos/cepal
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