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The importance of regional approaches and the role of the UN Regional 
Economic Commissions

▪ Trends of urbanization in 
each region

▪ No one size fits all due to 
different levels and rates of 
urbanization, spatial patterns 
and urban densities

▪ Regional urban agendas can 
address these specificities 
and identify regionally 
relevant solutions and 
opportunities to exchange 
experiences
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The role of Regional Commissions: 
3 core functions

▪ Functions

▪ Convening function 

▪ Think-tank function 

▪ Technical cooperation and capacity-building function 
on three principles: decentralization, empowerment and 
accountability. 

▪ Development of tools and platforms for Member States 
and UNCTs to tap directly into the expertise of the RECs 
and specialized agencies (UN Habitat)

▪ Capacity-building in Data and Statistics in the context of 
the SDGs



The Regional Action Plan for Implementing the New Urban Agenda is the 
agreed framework to drive the implementation of the urban SDGs

▪ Regional by the Forum of 
Ministers and High-Level 
Authorities on Housing and Urban 
Development in LAC (MINURVI) in 
2016 and at Habitat III (2016).

▪ A subregional action plan for the 
Caribbean was adopted

▪ Establish a regional observatory to 
have a comparative analysis of 
national urban plan’s 



One goal and five pillars for implementing the Regional Action 
Plan  as a multi-actor process
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Cities as a macro public good

1. Integrate SDG 11 into National and 
Subnational planning and 
budgeting (investment)

2. Ensure local and civil society 
participation and private actors to 
transform business models

3. Strengthening subnational and 
local government participation in 
implementing the Urban Agenda

4. Access to financing by improving 
fiscal capacities and performance

5. Data and indicators for monitoring 
and reporting



Two key challenges: high levels of inequality and 
segregation in Latin America and the Caribbean

Latin America (12 metropolitan areas) : Travel times in private and public
transportation, 2014 
(In minutes per trip)

Fuente: Banco de Desarrollo de América Latina (CAF), “Observatorio de Movilidad Urbana”, 2016 [en línea] 
https://www.caf.com/es/temas/o/observatorio-de-movilidad-urbana/.

Gini coefficient, 2012



Two gaps to fill: urban data production and 
processing capacities for the SDG 11 indicators
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11.5.1 Number of deaths, people missing and affected by disasters

11.1.1 Slums

11.6.1 Recolection of solid waste

11.7.2 Proportion of people victims of physical violence or sexual harassment

11.6.2 Average annual levels of fine particles

11.5.2 Economic losses directly caused by disasters in relation to GDP

11.a.1 Urban and regional development plans

11.b.2 Strategies for disaster risk reduction at the national and local levels

11.3.1 Land use/Population Growth

11.2.1 Land use/Population Growth

11.4.1 Expenditure on the preservation, protection and conservation of all…

11.b.1 Adoption and implementation of disaster risk reduction strategies at…

11.3.2 Participation of civil society in urban planning and management

11.c.1 Financial support for the construction of sustainable buildings

11.7.1 Constructed surface of the cities corresponding to public open spaces

Grand Total

A. The indicator is produced

B. The indicator is not produced but it can be with the existing sources

C. There is some information available but it’s necessary to improve it or complement it to produce the indicator

D. There is no information available to produce the indicator

E. No answer



Data production for SDG11 at the country level
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Barbados

Curaçao

Honduras

Antigua y Barbuda

Bolivia (Estado Plurinacional de)

Granada

San Vicente y las Granadinas

Haití

Anguila

Chile

Perú

Ecuador

Jamaica

Venezuela (República Bolivariana de)

Colombia

Guatemala

Uruguay

Brasil

Islas Vírgenes Británicas

Panamá

Paraguay

El Salvador

Costa Rica

República Dominicana

Cuba

México

Argentina

Grand Total

A. Se produce el
indicador

B. No se produce el
indicador pero se puede
producir con las fuentes
de información
existentes

C. Se tiene alguna
información pero es
necesario mejorarla o
complementarla para
producir el indicador

D. No se tiene
información para
producir el indicador

E. SIN RESPUESTA



Urban data and statistics require geospatial tools

Source: ECLAC, on the basis of the diagnostic questionnaire on the baseline for statistical and geospatial information integration in the countries of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 2017.

Latin America and the Caribbean (27 countries): existence of spatial data infrastructures 
(SDIs) (Number of countries)



Better access to financing and improved fiscal capacities and 
performance at the local level are crucial for financing 

sustainable urban development

Latin America (9 countries) : Relative structure and level of subnational government tax 
revenues, 2014 (Percentages of total subnational receipts and percentages of GDP)



Download the Regional and Subregional
Action Plans: 


