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Intergovernmental organizations have 
a mandate to publish knowledge and 
data

• Preserving and facilitating access to knowledge 
and data

• Marketing and selling publications and databases
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Intergovernmental organizations
and open access

• Marketing and selling publications and databases

• Sharing and facilitating reuse of our knowledge
and data
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Open access and Creative 
Commons licenses

Adopted by major 

digital platforms, 

e.g. YouTube, Flickr 

and Wikipedia

• Removes legal barriers to 
reuse

• Simple

• Globally recognized
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Sharing and facilitating reuse of 
our data and knowledge…
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Very few people know who we are 
or what we do
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A great many people could benefit 
from the data we collect and the 
knowledge we generate
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Wikipedia (and Google)

• 500 million people read Wikipedia
articles every month

• 20 billion articles co-written by 
100,000 volunteers

• Available in 300 languages
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“Wikiped ia  ed itors have  been  on  the  
fron tlines of preven ting  the  spread  
of m isin form ation surrounding  the  
coronavirus, ensuring  in form ation  
abou t the  pandem ic is  based  on  
re liab le  sources and  upda ted  
regu la rly on  Wikiped ia .”
WHO press release, October 22, 2020 
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CC Licenses used by 
WIPO and Wikipedia 
are compatible

10
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Open licensing means 
simple sharing

• WIPO copyright text, images and 

datasets are licensed under CC BY – so 

can be shared directly on Wikipedia

• Additions to exiting articles
• Creation of new articles
• Bulk upload of images
• Sharing of indicators and datasets
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Connecting our open 
content with Wikipedia
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In 2022 and 2023, we 
worked with two 
Wikimedians-in-Residence

Over 1,000 
Wikipedia 
articles directly 
improved with 
WIPO content
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They work across articles in 
English, French and Spanish

4,334 Wikipedia 

articles now 

cite WIPO 

sources
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Achieving amazing results
1.8 billion 

pageviews of 

articles citing 

WIPO
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“Citing WIPO” = Reliable, neutral, up-to-date source of 

information from WIPO publications, databases, 

website

… where people are looking for it
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Sharing and facilitating reuse of 
our data and knowledge…
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Major results

• Extended reach of WIPO knowledge
4 million PDF downloads from the WIPO 
website + 900 million Wikipedia pageviews 
with content from the same sources

• New channel for WIPO data
WIPO indicators seeded across Wikipedia

• Relationship of trust and collaboration
Wikimedians-in-Residence openly affiliated
to WIPO but always neutral
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Open licensing and active sharing 
can transform your knowledge 
strategy.
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