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Traffic fall in Latin America

The throughput of containerized cargo at ports in Latin America and the Caribbean felt by 2,9% during
the first half of 2016 (PS_2016). Compiled numbers reveal a deepening trend down for
container ports by ECLAC in previous years (Maritime & Logistics Bulletin 56, 66). This is the result of a
slowdown in foreign trade, mainly reflected in a fall in activity in terminal container in some countries
of the region and a loss of market, competition from other routes, in some major transshipment ports
in Panama and Colombia. The fall of the port container throughput sharpens slowdown that was
already showing this activity in the past two years, with weak growth rates in 2014 (0.8%) and in 2015
(1.7%). The total volume of activity in the PS_2016 reaches an approximate estimated 23 million

TEUs".

In the PS_2016, 13 of the 30 most important ports of containers of Latin America and the Caribbean
(6 among the top 10) recorded declines in traffic, with decreases in the major subregions (Panama
and Colombia, Mexico, East Coast of South America). The data collected show that the total volume

of traffic in these first 30 ports - more than 80% of regional container port traffic - decreased by 3.7%

' TEU is the standard unit of measurement equivalent to a container of 20 feet or 6.25 meters,
ie: a metal box of standard size that can be easily transferred between different forms of transportation such as
ships, trains and trucks.

m UNIDAD DE SERVICIOS DE INFRAESTRUCTURA

Diviidn ole Recurias Naturales 8 \nirasstructura, CEPAL

Maritime & Logistics Bulletin # 63 — October 2016 Page 1



in the first 6 months of 2016. The low dynamism of PS_2016 was mainly determined by the significant
falls in activity in four countries, which in total are responsible for 53% of container traffic in Latin
America: Panama (-12,8%), Colombia (-11,1%), Brazil (-3,9%) y Argentina (-5,1%). These groups of
countries show a decline of 8.1% compared to the first half of 2015. In the port areas of Colon and
Balboa (both in Panama) container traffic felt in the PS_2016, by 16% and 9% respectively. In Santos
(Brazil) - including TUP Embraport - this traffic remarkably felt by 13%, while Cartagena (Colombia),
Manzanillo (Mexico) and Buenos Aires (Argentina) ports records fall of 15%, 4% and 5% respectively

according to figures recently published by the national port authorities.

The data collected indicates a great heterogeneity in the behavior of port movements, in subregional
and country. From the information collected in 70 ports in Latin America and the Caribbean, the
results for the PS_2016 by major subregions ranged from a growth of 5% for all ports in Central
America (excluding Panama and Belize) to a slight fall of 0.5% in Mexico, and a decline of 9.9% in the
subregion regarding transshipment (Panama + Caribbean). East Coast of South America shows a drop

of 4.1% and the West Coast of South America grew by 4.8%.

From the country perspective, six in the region showed sharp declines: El Salvador (-15.4%), Panama
(-12.8%), Colombia (-11.1%), Argentina (-5.1%), Brazil (-3.9%) and Mexico (-0.5%). In contrast, six
countries in the region showed a significant increase in container port: Nicaragua (21.9%), Dominican
Republic (9.4%), Guatemala (7.2%), Costa Rica (5.9 %), Ecuador (5.5%) and Uruguay (4.9%). Three
countries register a growth more moderate: Chile (3.8%), Peru (2.3%) and Honduras (2.0%). See Table
1 Port Container movement by country in Latin America and the Caribbean, first semester 2016. The
next four ports recorded double-digit increases: Santo Tomas de Castilla (15.7%), Guayaquil (14.5%),
San Antonio (12.8%) and Lazaro Cardenas (10.0%). See Figure 1. Variation of port container
movement in Latin America and the Caribbean. See Figure 2. Port Container movement by selected

ports in Latin America and the Caribbean, first half 2016.

A weak global growth

According to Alphaliner estimates, the total container movement in the top 30 ports in the world was
sluggish in the PS_2016, with an aggregate growth of only 0.16%, and showing increased activity
weak in most regions of the world. The top 30 ports account for more than half of all containers

globally, with an aggregate volume reaching 184.57 million TEUs during the PS_2016, compared with
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184.28 million TEUs in the same period of 2015. The same source says the global movement of

containers in ports should grow by only 0.3% this year from what was observed in the first half of the

year.

Regarding the first 30 ports, 12 recorded reductions in volume, including 6 ports of the top 10. Among
the main losers are Hong Kong (- 10.5%), Dubai (-6.1%), Singapore (-5, 1%), Tanjung Pelepas (-2.8%)
and Rotterdam (-2.3%). The container port busiest in the world, Shanghai, also recorded a decrease (-
0.8%) to reach 17.89 million TEUs in the PS_2016, compared with 18.03 million TEUs last year. Among

those who grew the most: Algeciras in Spain with an increase of 13.1%, followed by Malaysia Port

Kelang (12.3%) and Colombo in Sri Lanka (11.2%).

Figure 1. Port container throughput in Latin America and the Caribbean,

first half 2016, by country
Volume activity in (TEU) and variation PS_2016/PS_2015 in percentage (%)

Country PS_2015 PS_2016 %

El Salvador 91,132 77,081 -15.4%
Panama 3,454,086 3,010,432 -12.8%
Colombia 1,990,737 1,769,830 -11.1%
Argentina (1) 768,841 729,944 -5.1%
Brazil 4,740,967 4,557,404 -3.9%
México 2,716,308 2,702,061 -0.5%
Honduras 397,926 406,054 2.0%
Peru 1,028,259 1,052,153 2.3%
Chile 1,966,976 2,042,678 3.8%
Uruguay 415,246 435,390 4.9%
Ecuador 746,701 786,646 5.3%
Costa Rica 695,727 736,460 5.9%
Guatemala 671,871 720,525 7.2%
Dominican Rep. 643,093 703,449 9.4%
Nicaragua 57,267 69,816 21.9%

Source: SCT (México), COCATRAM (Nicaragua), AMP (Panama), MT (Colombia), APN (Peru), AGP
(Argentina), ANP (Uruguay), ANTAQ (Brazil), EPs and operators (Chile).

(1) Corresponds to the ports of Buenos Aires, Exolgan y Zarate
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Graphic 1. Variation of port container movement in Latin America and the

Caribbean, first half 2016, by country
(Percentage - %)
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Source: Figure 1.
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Figure 2. Port container throughput in Latin America and the Caribbean,

first half 2016, per port
Activity volume in (TEU) and variation PS_2016/PS_2015 in percentage (%)

Country PS_2015 PS_2016 .% .
variation

Santos (includying Embraport) Brazil 1,765,691 1,614,258 -8.6%
Balboa (PPC, PSA) Panama 1,676,624 1,523,121 -9.2%
Coldn (various terminals) Panama 1,765,986 1,477,527 -16.3%
Manzanillo Mexico 1,277,989 1,221,950 -4.4%
Cartagena (SPRC and others) Colombia 1,373,673 1,165,579 -15.1%
Callao Peru 922,126 954,332 3.5%
Buenos Aires (includying Exolgan) Argentina 707,252 670,364 -5.2%
Guayaquil (various terminals) Ecuador 545,830 624,791 14.5%
Limon-Moin Costa Rica 587,205 609,293 3.8%
Lazaro Cardenas México 486,809 535,498 10.0%
Buenaventura (includying TCBUEN) Colombia 470,196 472,335 0.5%
Veracruz México 453,418 456,255 0.6%
Montevideo Uruguay 415,246 435,390 4.9%
TUP Portonave Brazil 286,283 416,411 45.5%
Paranaguad Brazil 378,512 366,813 -3.1%
Rio Grande Brazil 342,017 348,977 2.0%
Puerto Cortes Honduras 334,937 334,701 -0.1%
Altamira México 333,777 331,091 -0.8%
Santo Tomas de Castilla Guatemala 269,574 311,918 15.7%
TUP Itapoa Brazil 277,288 271,745 -2.0%
Puerto Quetzal Guatemala 188,746 211,377 12.0%
Puerto Barrios Guatemala 213,550 197,230 -7.6%
Suape Brazil 203,261 179,260 -11.8%
TUP Chibatao Brazil 231,170 164,670 -28.8%
Salvador Brazil 127,361 144,587 13.5%
Vila do Conde Brazil 30,498 141,007 362.3%
Rio de Janeiro Brazil 166,122 130,056 -21.7%
Caldera Costa Rica 108,522 127,167 17.2%
Itaguai /Sepetiba Brazil 105,256 104,865 -0.4%
Itajai Brazil 188,927 101,392 -46.3%

Source: SCT (Mexico), COCATRAM (Nicaragua), AMP (Panama), Transport Min. (Colombia), APN (Peru), AGP
(Argentina), ANP (Uruguay), ANTAQ (Brazil)
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