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Has sustainable development ever
happened?
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Figure 16.3 Twin challenge

Environment for the future we want

Ecological footprint 2007 (global hectares per person)

Note: A global hectare is a hypothetical area equivalent to 1 hectare of globally averaged productivity.
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Human Development Index 2007

This figure plots countries on the basis of two indicators: the Human Development Index (HDI) and the ecological footprint per person. In order to
achieve sustainability, countries must move towards the bottom right comer and as such decouple human development from natural resource use
and environmental impacts (UNEP 2011c). The figure shows that worldwide, no country held that position in 2007.

Source: Global Footprint Metwork 2010; UNDP 2009




How trigger transformation in our
developpment styles/pathways?

e Make the best use of the two novelties of the
period:

- The sustainable development goals (SDGs)

- The intended nationally determined
contributions to adress climate change
(INDCs)



Main messages

To better align sustainable development objectives
(SDGs) and climate change commitments (INDCs),
thereby genuinely transforming development styles,

In short, countries should formalize Intended Nationally
Determined Contributions applied to a dashboard of
country-relevant SDG targets (INDCs-eq.).



Main messages

Experience shows that more equal societies
peform better on SD criteria — and that are more
likely to meet CC change objectives.



Main messages

without big masses such as
AGNU and COP21 to help.

There is room for UN regional institutions like



1. We need INDCs-equivalent for
SDGs



Why?

SDGs are not self-enforcing
— They are not binding

— Countries (and particularly OECD countries) are
still vague about their national commitment and
targets



Some quotes from C. KOrosi, vice chair
of the Open Working Group (OWG)

“If we are serious about implementation, then the
bulk of the work will have to be done back at
home”

“Banks and institutions will not finance the SDGs;
finances and other implementation means will be
targeted at actual, tangible projects. On this aspect,
there is still much work to be done. SDGs are in
place, but most countries do not have national
plans and there is certainly a lack of proje |




* One way to foster national appropriation,
thereby bridging the sustainable development
implementation gap, would be to develop
forward-looking views of different potential
development paths for 2030 at national and
regional levels.



* These forward-looking exercises are ongoing
in some countries for climate change and

energy and agriculture.

They could be generalized to other SDGs and

lead to the formalization of what would be

equivalent to Intended Nationa
Contributions applied to a dash
country-relevant SDGs/targets (

ly Determined
noard of

NDCs-eq.).



2. Countries should strongly
commit to reduce inequalities (SDG
— target 10.1) as a means to make
CC policies acceptable, fundable
and implementable.



The bad news

* Financing low-carbon development pathways and
SD pathways more broadly is costly —and
particularly costly in term of public budget (too
high a risk for private sector / long term
investment)

* When the wealthy grasp an ever larger share of
the GDP and when their wealth escapes tax,
governments’ fiscal basis shrinks along with gov
capacity to fund the transformation of the
economy toward sustainability



The good news

* For the first time ever, reducing domestic
inequalities is part of the global agenda.

 SDG-target 10.1 reads like this

“By 2030, progressively achieve and sustain income
growth of the bottom 40% of the population at a
rate higher than the national average.”

e Question: how ambitious and transformative is
this target? Is it conservative or transformative?



Table 1. Domestic inequality test per country

Country Period hgtrt?)vrvr:r:lgr% 23;';';' Pass/fail (1)
Brazil 1988-2008 76,5% 37,6% PASS
Brazil 1998-2008 69,6% 20,3% PASS
Brazil 2003-2008 80,2% 15,7% PASS
China 1988-2008 78,9% 258,5% FAIL
China 1998-2008 44,0% 81,2% FAIL
China 2003-2008 73,5% 50,2% PASS

Denmark 1988-2008 40,0% 32,3% PASS

Denmark 1998-2008 73,6% 16,4% PASS

Denmark 2003-2008 -0,7% 8,6% FAIL
France 1988-2008 110,8% 26,5% PASS
France 1998-2008 27,9% 9,9% PASS
France 2003-2008 10,9% 3,0% PASS

Germany 1988-2008 -0,5% 25,0% FAIL

Germany 1998-2008 31,9% 8,0% PASS

Germany 2003-2008 -5% 2% FAIL
India 1988-2008 34,8% 101,5% FAIL
India 1998-2008 48,9% 56,4% FAIL
India 2003-2008 17,4% 23,2% FAIL

Indonesia 1988-2008 145,5% 122,8% PASS

Indonesia 1998-2008 77,8% 31,4% PASS

Indonesia 2003-2008 30,1% 14,6% PASS
Spain 1988-2008 49,1% 40,4% PASS
Spain 1998-2008 5,3% 12,2% FAIL
Spain 2003-2008 28,8% 2,0% PASS
Sweden 1998-2008 19,0% 14,5% PASS
Sweden 2003-2008 -1,8% 4,3% FAIL

United Kingdom  1988-2008 190,7% 86,2% PASS
United Kingdom  1998-2008 77,5% 28,4% PASS
United Kingdom  2003-2008 37,6% 2,6% PASS
United States 1988-2008 24,5% 55,4% FAIL
United States 1998-2008 4,5% 26,9% FAIL
United States 2003-2008 2,5% 4.2% FAIL

Source: Based on Lakner and Milanovic database, data from national consumption or income surveys

in constant 2005 USD PPP. See Lakner and Milanovic (2015) for more detail
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Country Period Growth of National Pass/Fail
bottom 40% average

Argentina 1988-2008 -22,22222 -17,40799 FAIL

Argentina 1993-2008 16,19433 31,02364 FAIL

Bolivia 1988-2008 -74,83731 25,08372 FAIL

Bolivia 1993-2008 -61,58941 21,29385 FAIL

Bolivia 1998-2008 -4,132231 14,94697 FAIL
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Implications

The goal is not impossible to achieve—the
objective is realistic.

Countries might benefit from a collective
learning process on how to achieve domestic
inequalities reduction —rich and poor alike.

Economic growth alone is not a good metric to
monitor the reduction in domestic inequalities :
sustained & dedicated policies are needed.

... these could be triggered by INDC-eqs.



3. We need to keep the momentum
for SD & CC policies beyond 2015
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list of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (8DGs) and
their associated targetswill replace and enlarge che Mille-
nium Development Goals (MDGs) as of January 2016.
Among the conteneicus issues remaining before finaliza-
tion lies the question as o whether coumries will have to
commit t0 meeting all the targets at nadonal level or will be left free
to pick-and-choose among them.

The quesdon is of vimos: imporance for targess such as income
inequality reduction, whose final inclusion in the negotiation text
came after long and fierce diplomatic battles. Using a simple pass or
fail tast for the income inequality reducdon target, we provide robuse
explanadon on the very reason why countries renege on choosing it
as a national target, unveiling its genuine transformative dimension.
Furcher, we suggest using the pass-or-fail tese to qualify a pick-and-
choose option as eransformative or not, thereby shedding some lighe
on the transformadve commirment of any single Natdon.
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Three commitments
governments should take on
to make Sustainable
Development Goals the drivers
of a major transformation

Tancréde Voituriez (IDDRI-CIRAD)

nthe basis ofthe outcome document of the Rio+ 2o confer-

ence, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)

mandated an Open Working Group (OWG) to propose

a set of sustainable development goals (SDGs), for final

adoption at the end of the 68 Session of the UN General
Assembly in September 2o15. “The transformation potential of the
SDG package is so great that many of the couneries involved in the
negodiations may not even fully comprehend the possible magnitude,
which may be similar to that of the industrial or digital revolutions,”
the OWG vice chair reckons. This brief explores tangible options for
propelling this cransformation.
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