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Over the last decade, Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) countries have experienced strong 
output growth together with a reduction in poverty and inequalities, as well as robust job creation. 
Social policies have played a key role in fostering inclusiveness but what have the key drivers of 
inclusive growth been in the region? With a sluggish global economy, modest growth in the 
advanced countries and slower growth in many emerging-market economies, what can be done to 
sustain inclusive growth in LAC countries in the years ahead? At the same time, how can the region 
tackle the remaining high levels of inequalities, widespread informality in the labour market and 
unequal access by social groups to infrastructure, and public goods and services? 

The OECD/ECLAC regional consultation on inclusive growth seeks to engage experts, policy makers 
and practitioners from LAC in a dialogue on the key drivers and dimensions of inclusive growth, as 
well as the policies that can be put in place to combine strong output growth with a more even 
distribution of the benefits of growth in society. There will be a mix of technical and policy 
discussions and knowledge sharing guided by experts and practitioners and enhanced by the 
participation of a broader stakeholder base.   

*   The Knowledge Sharing Alliance is a core component of the OECD Strategy on Development (2012). It 
helps to leverage the OECD’s multi-disciplinary expertise, work more closely with emerging and 
developing economies and increase impact by engaging with multi- and bilateral organisations having 
networks and/or field presence and implementation capacities. The KSA, co-created with Germany and 
Korea, is open to all parties interested in knowledge sharing on an equal footing. Inclusive growth is one 
of the KSA’s pilot projects. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

DAY 1 

14H00-14H30   OPENING SESSION (30 MINUTES) 

 Alicia Bárcena, Executive Secretary, ECLAC 

 Luiz de Mello, Deputy Chief of Staff, OECD 

14:30 – 16:00  MACROECONOMIC TRENDS, STRUCTURAL CHANGE AND INCLUSIVE 
GROWTH: THE LAC CONTEXT (90 MINUTES) 

Moderator: Mario Cimoli, Division of Production, Productivity and Management, ECLAC 

This session will provide an overview of the trends in growth and inequalities in LAC and look at 
the range of policies that have contributed and underpinned these trends, including macro and 
structural reforms. 

Keynote speakers (15 minutes/presentation) 

 Nora Lustig, Samuel Z. Stone Professor of Latin American Economics, Tulane 
University, Growth and income distribution in LAC (videoconference) 

 Juan Alberto Fuentes, Director, Economic Development Division, ECLAC, 
Macroeconomic policy for inclusive growth  

Discussants and roundtable (15 minutes/discussant) 

 Ricardo Ffrench-Davis, Professor of Economics, University of Chile, Chile 

 Juan Mauricio Ramírez, Assistant Director, Fedesarrollo, Colombia 

 Stephan Klasen, Chair of Development Economics, Vice Dean, Head of Ibero-America 
Institute for Economic Research, The University of Goettingen, Germany 
(videoconference) 

Elements for discussion 

 What is the role of structural change and investment in achieving sustainable, inclusive 
development? 

 What are the labour market implications of the technological change currently under 
way, particularly in the area of advanced manufacturing? 

 How far can social policies go in fostering inclusive growth in the current 
macroeconomic environment? 

 What is the best combination and timing of social and structural change to foster and 
sustain investment, quality job creation and inequality reduction? What implications 
would this have for policy makers and other stakeholders? 

16H00-16H15  COFFEE BREAK 

  



 
 

 

 
16H15-18H45  TOWARDS A RELEVANT CONCEPT FOR INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN THE 

LAC REGION (150 MINUTES) 

Moderator: Luiz de Mello, Deputy Chief of Staff, OECD 

This session will focus on the OECD and ECLAC approaches to inclusive growth with a view to 
identifying the dimensions of inclusive growth that are most relevant in the LAC region and the 
experience of LAC countries that could be relevant for other regions and the global OECD 
approach. 

Keynote presentations (20 minutes/presentation) 

 A Multidimensional Measurement Framework for Inclusive Growth, Paul Schreyer, 
Deputy Director, Statistics Directorate  

 A Multidimensional Approach to Poverty Measurement, Pascual Gerstenfeld, Director, 
Statistics Division, ECLAC 

Discussants and roundtable (10 minutes/discussant) (50 minutes) 

 Gerardo Leyva Parra, Deputy Director General for Research, National Institute of 
Statistics and Geography, Mexico 

 Naercio Menezes, Professor of Economics, Director of Centre for Public Policy, Insper 
Insitute of Education and Research, University of São Paulo, Brazil 

 Guillermo Larraín, Professor of Economics, University of Chile, Chile  

 Osvaldo Rosales, Director, International Trade and Integration Division, ECLAC 

Elements for discussion 

 Are the approaches to Inclusive Growth proposed by OECD and ECLAC relevant in 
general, and could they be applied to LAC countries in particular?  

 What can the OECD learn from the LAC context?  

 What are the key non-monetary dimensions that need to be taken into account when 
defining Inclusive Growth and measuring poverty in LAC countries?  

 What social groups could be targeted by Inclusive Growth policies in the LAC region? 
For example, is the median household the best choice or should public policies focus 
on the most disadvantaged social groups?  

 What are the main methodological challenges that need to be addressed to implement 
Inclusive Growth policies in the LAC context? 

18h45-19h00   Summary of Day 1 (15 MINUTES) 

Luiz de Mello, Deputy Chief of Staff, OECD and Mario Cimoli, Director, Division of Production, 
Productivity and Management, ECLAC 

Cocktail 

  



 
 

 

 

DAY 2 

9:00–12:30  KNOWLEDGE SHARING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES FOR 
INCLUSIVE GROWTH: WHAT MATTERS FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN (210 MINUTES) 

Moderator: Christian Daude, Head of Unit, Americas, OECD Development Centre, OECD 

This session will focus on the policies that can drive inclusive growth and experiences with 
implementation of inclusive growth policies at the national or regional levels. Special attention 
will be devoted to identifying trade-offs and complementarities among inclusive growth policies. 

Introduction by Martina Kampmann, Counsellor, Knowledge-Sharing Alliance: The Importance 
of Policy Dialogue (10 minutes) 

Keynote presentations (20 minutes/presentation) 

 A Multi-Dimensional Policy Framework for Inclusive Growth, Alain de Serres, Head of 
the Structural Surveillance Division, OECD, Inclusive Growth Policy Framework 

 Policy Options to Minimise Trade-offs between Growth and Inclusiveness in LAC, Teresa 
Ter-Minassian, Economist and Former Director of Fiscal Affairs, IMF 

 Structural Change for Equality: An Integrated Policy Framework, Mario Cimoli, 
Director, Division of Production, Productivity and Management, ECLAC 

 10H45-11H00  COFFEE BREAK 

Discussants and roundtable (15 minutes/discussant) 

 Rodrigo Jordán, Director, Foundation to Overcome Poverty, Chile  

 Daniel Schydlowsky, Head, Banking and Insurance Supervision Authority, Peru 
(videoconference)  

 Soledad Arellano, Vice Minister for Social Development, Chile 

 Julio Ortega Tous, FUNDGLODE Coordinator, Dominican Republic 

 Marcos Mendes, Advisor in Economics, Brazilian Senate, Brazil 

 Roberto Angulo Salazar, former National Director for Conditional Transfers, Ministry 
of Planning of Colombia, Colombia 

 Simone Cecchini, Social Development Division, ECLAC 

  



 
 

 

 
Elements for discussion 

 What have been the main policy drivers of Inclusive Growth in LAC? How have they 
interacted?  

 Which pro-growth policies could be most effective in promoting inclusiveness in LAC, 
and which ones could be prioritised? 

 Which major areas of reforms are needed to address inequality in access to, and 
performance in, education? 

 How can appropriate social policies be framed in support of Inclusive Growth within 
the context of high levels of informality?  

 Taking into account efficiency and equity, what would be an appropriate mix of taxes, 
and which alternative sources of income could LAC countries explore? 

 Implementation of Inclusive Growth in LAC - lessons learned and the way forward 

12:30-13:00: CLOSING SESSION: THE WAY FORWARD (30 MINUTES) 

This session will summarise discussions over the two-day consultation and will conclude with 
closing remarks from the ECLAC Deputy Executive Director. 

 Summary of discussions, Luiz de Mello, Deputy Chief of Staff, OECD 

 Closing remarks, Antonio Prado, Deputy Executive Secretary, ECLAC 


