REGIONAL ANNUAL SEMINAR ON HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS, 2025

November 11-13, 2025 (Virtual)

Concept Note

Household surveys are one of the main sources of official statistics and play a fundamental
role in measuring social, economic, and demographic indicators. In a context where
demands for quality, comparability, and timeliness of statistical information are increasing,
National Statistical Offices and other public agencies face the challenge of adapting these
instruments to new realities.

The Statistics Division of ECLAC provides continuous support to the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean in the design, implementation, and analysis of household
surveys, both through direct technical assistance and by promoting the exchange of
experiences. It also compiles and processes information from these surveys, particularly
multipurpose and living conditions surveys, in order to generate regionally comparable
statistics.

Based on this experience, ECLAC has identified the relevance of consolidating a regional
space in which common challenges faced by household surveys can be addressed,
methodological innovations can be shared, and practical solutions to recurring problems
can be discussed. For this reason, in November 2024 the “Regional Seminar on Innovations
and Challenges in Household Surveys” was held in Santiago, Chile. Its purpose was to
analyze advances and difficulties in the collection, analysis, and dissemination of
household survey information, promote the exchange of good practices, and explore the use
of new methodologies and technologies.

This meeting continues that effort, focusing on four thematic areas: a) Definition of new
sampling frames and linking of time series; b) Questionnaire design and management; c)
Non-response: prevention, treatment, and analysis; d) Applications of large language
models (LLMs) in statistical production processes.



Participants

Officials from National Statistical Offices, Central Banks, and other public entities related to
the production and use of household surveys are expected to participate.

Venue and Date

Due to United Nations budgetary constraints, the seminar will be held exclusively in a virtual
format (via the Webex platform). Three sessions of three hours each will be held between
November 11 and 13, 2025, from 15:00 to 18:00 (UTC-3).

Language

The event will be conducted in Spanish and English, with simultaneous translation.
Preliminary Agenda

a) Definition of new sampling frames and linking of time series

The robustness of the sampling frame is a determining factor in the quality of household
surveys. New population censuses, growing access to administrative records, and
advances in geospatial technologies offer valuable opportunities to improve sampling
frame construction processes. However, changes in frames and demographic
composition present major challenges for ensuring the comparability of historical series.

Discussion topics:

e Use of recent censuses and administrative records in sampling frame construction.

e Transition strategies between sampling frames.

e Incorporation of new demographic projections into expansion factors.

e Methods for linking and adjusting statistical series after changes in the frame and/or
estimator.

b) Questionnaire design and management

The questionnaire is the central tool for information collection and must balance
international comparability, national relevance, and adaptability to emerging
phenomena. Incorporating methodological and technological innovations in
questionnaire design represents a strategic challenge for the region.

Discussion topics:



e Recent adaptations of questionnaires to new international recommendations (e.g.,
ICLS).

e Cognitive validation strategies and pilot tests.

e Modular design and more flexible questionnaires.

e Experiences with dynamic questionnaires.

e The challenge of regional comparability.

c) Non-response: prevention, treatment, and analysis

Non-response, both at the household and individual level, undermines the
representativeness and quality of household surveys. National Statistical Offices must
confront this challenge through field and supervision strategies, methodological
adjustments, and the use of complementary sources.

Discussion topics:

e Field protocols to mitigate non-response, and follow-up strategies.

e [Imputation methods and statistical models.

e Adjustment of weights and expansion factors to correct biases.

e Use of administrative records and other sources to reduce the impact of non-
response.

d) Applications of large language models (LLMs) in statistical production processes

Artificial intelligence services based on LLMs offer new opportunities to strengthen
various stages of household surveys, from design to analysis. Although still a developing
field, these technologies can bring efficiency and new capabilities to statistical
institutes.

Discussion topics:

e Assisted generation and validation of questionnaires.

e Support for interviewer training and preparation of field manuals.

e Automated processing of open-ended responses and thematic classification.
e Translation and linguistic/cultural adaptation in diverse contexts.

e Textbot-assisted interviews.



