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Stronger. Together.

All countries have strong political 

support for geodesy.

Our Vision 
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Stronger. Together.

“15 of 18 critical infrastructure and key resources 
sectors relied on the Global Positioning System 

(GPS) including telecommunications, emergency 
services and financial exchanges.”

~ U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Operating Critical Infrastructure



Stronger. Together.

“Over the next decade, revenue from GNSS, 
Earth Observation and satellite 

telecommunications (80% of the space industry 
market revenue) has growth rate of ~9%”

~ EUSPA Market Report and Euroconsult

Driving Economic Growth
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Stronger. Together.

UN General Assembly Resolution (2015)

UN General Assembly resolution (2015) “A global geodetic reference frame for sustainable development” 
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Stronger. Together.
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Weaknesses in the Global Geodesy Supply Chain

*The perspectives of 500 people from 110 countries from 11 online Listening Sessions with people from

science organizations, industry bodies, policy agencies, science agencies and defence agencies.



Stronger. Together.

• Available in 6 UN languages now 
https://ggim.un.org/UNGGCE/#documents

• Action plan (linked with a strategy) to address 
weaknesses in the global geodesy supply chain

1. Avoid further degradation of the supply chain 
(support current operational requirements)

2. Robust (improve reliability)

3. Next Generation (meet more ambitious 
requirements)

• Includes activities for UN-GGCE, Member States and 
partners

1st Joint Development Plan for Global Geodesy

https://ggim.un.org/UNGGCE/#documents


Policy Briefs

1. Hidden Risk: How weaknesses in the global 
geodesy supply chain could have catastrophic 
impacts on critical infrastructure and national 
economies.

2. Reliance on the global geodesy supply chain 
for climate science.

3. Need to protect parts of the radio frequency 
spectrum (in collaboration with the 
International Telecommunications Union).

STRONGER.
TOGETHER.



Industry Engagement

“In a Joint Working Group discussion, the United Nations Global 
Geodetic Centre of Excellence (UN-GGCE) highlighted weaknesses 
in the global geodesy supply chain; in particular issues relating to 
the reliability of geodetic products such as Earth Orientation 
Parameters (EOP) and future realisations of the International 
Terrestrial Reference Frame which are essential to the operation of 
GNSS satellites. ICG members openly acknowledged the risks 
highlighted by the UN-GGCE and recognized strengthening the 
global geodesy supply chain should be prioritised to ensure GNSS 
services are more robust.”

-- 18th meeting of the International Committee on GNSS (2024)

STRONGER.
TOGETHER.



Policy and Defence Engagement

Defence (USA, UK, Germany, Iraq)

Policy (USA, Germany Iraq, Norway, UK, Finland, Spain, France)

Science

“Member States acknowledge the risks associated with failure, or 
degradation in the Global Geodesy Supply Chain (GGSC).”

-- Draft Decisions from the Expert Consultation meeting on 
Strengthening the Global Geodesy Supply Chain (22-23 April 2024)

STRONGER.
TOGETHER.



1. Multilateral Memorandum of Understanding [led by UN-GGCE] 

• Government agencies / departments, organizations, associations, private sector

• Non-binding

• Draft has been sent

• Operational on 10 March 2025

2. Bilaterial / Regional Agreements

3. Intergovernmental Organization

Stronger governance arrangements

STRONGER.
TOGETHER.
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