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WG-ISGI UPDATES

Argentina joins the Working Group
The WG is now coordinated by Mexico, Argentina, and Colombia, with the support of the 

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

New MEGA proposal under development
With the technical support of ECLAC, the group developed a new proposal for MEGA to further 

promote the integration of geospatial and statistical information at the regional level based on the 

geographic divisions published by the countries.

Strengthened collaboration with UN-GGIM: Americas
Joint work is being carried out with the Executive Secretariat and the Board Members (Vocales) of 

UN-GGIM: Americas, with the aim of developing the technical team and advancing in the 

definition of standardized geostatistical levels.



WORK PLAN 2025



OBJECTIVES ACTIVITIES SUB-ACTIVITIES EXPECTED RESULTS 
IMPLEMENTATION 

PERIOD

1. Promote and 
strengthen the 

principles of the 
GSGF in the geo-

statistical community

1. Collection of use cases 
and consolidation of 

technical documentation

1. Collection of use cases and 
technical documentation related to 

the GSGF.

1.1 Availability of technical documentation related 
to the GSGF for access and consultation.

1.2 Publication of use cases and technical 
documentation on the UN-GGIM: Americas 
website.

2025 

(Ongoing task).

2. Organization of regional 
workshops on the 

principles of the GSGF

2. Conduct a regional training 
workshop on Geospatially enabled 

and usable statistics.

2.1. Strengthening of capacities related to Principle 
5 of the GSGF.

May 2025

2. Strengthening 
the Statistical and 

Geospatial 
Framework of the 
Americas (MEGA)

1. Define the geo-statistical 
levels to be incorporated in 

MEGA

1. Design and testing of a protocol for 
the automated update of MEGA’s 
geographic and statistical levels.

1.1 Development of a survey directed at the 
National Statistical Institutes (NSIs) of the region to 
identify updated geographic services and data 
available for incorporation into MEGA.

1.2 Proposal, design, and development of an 
interoperable update protocol for access and 
updating of MEGA’s geographic information.

1.3 Development of a pilot test of the functionality 
and interoperability of geographic data for MEGA.

1st semester 2025 (survey).

3rd quarter 2025 (protocol 
design and development).

4th quarter 2025 (pilot test).

2. Exploration and formulation of a 
proposal for the definition of new 

levels of geographic disaggregation in 
MEGA

2.1 Establishment of a team for the definition of 
technical specifications for the new geo-statistical 
disaggregation levels for MEGA.

4th quarter 2025.



Technical 

documentation

Available for access and 

consultation.

Publication 

of use cases

Documentation on UN-GGIM: 

Americas website. 

PROMOTE AND STRENGTHEN THE PRINCIPLES OF THE GSGF 

WITHIN THE GEO-STATISTICAL COMMUNITY
Compilation of use cases and consolidation of technical documentation

Status: Ongoing task since 2023



Regional Virtual Seminar Series 

on the GSG (Principle 5)

Geospatially enabled, accessible and usable statistics

Objective

Provide Member States and stakeholders with the 

conceptual foundations of the five principles of the GSGF.

Date: May 15, 2025

Modality: Virtual

Number of participants: 100

PROMOTE AND STRENGTHEN THE PRINCIPLES OF THE GSGF 

WITHIN THE GEO-STATISTICAL COMMUNITY
Organization of regional workshops on the principles of the GSGF

Agenda Highlights 
• Opening remarks – UN-GGIM: Americas

• Overview of GSGF Principle 5 – Expert Group ISGI

• Country presentations (Chile, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Colombia)

• Discussion & closing remarks



STRENGTHENING THE STATISTICAL AND GEOSPATIAL 

FRAMEWORK OF THE AMERICAS
Survey on geographic services and data for MEGA update

Objective

Collect information on the availability and accessibility 

of geographic data linked to census databases.

Survey options

• Excel format

• Microsoft Forms

Languages

Available in Spanish and English.

PAÍS FECHA ENVIO
Argentina 10/04/2025

Belice 26/03/2025

Brasil 14/04/2025

Canadá 14/04/2025

Chile 5/05/2025

Colombia 13/03/2025

Costa Rica 10/04/2025

Cuba 21/03/2025

Ecuador 4/04/2025

El Salvador 30/04/2025

Estados Unidos 26/03/2025

Jamaica 4/04/2025

México 19/03/2025

Panamá 27/03/2025

Perú 30/04/2025

República Dominicana 30/04/2025

Uruguay 26/03/2025

Venezuela 28/02/2025



STRENGTHENING THE STATISTICAL AND GEOSPATIAL 

FRAMEWORK OF THE AMERICAS
Proposal for the design and development of the interoperable update protocol 

for the updating of MEGA.

Need for update

MEGA requires updating with data from the 2020 

Census Round, using more efficient mechanisms.

Interoperable integration

MEGA connects statistical data and the latest 

population census information using a 

geostatistical code.

Data interoperability

The work also delved into interoperability with 

national and regional data repositories.

• MEGA requires updating with data from the 2020 Census 

Round, using more efficient mechanisms.

• MEGA interoperably links statistical data and population 

census information using a geostatistical code.

• Further progress was made on the interoperability with 

national and regional data repositories.

• Contains geospatial information of the first three 

administrative levels of countries.

• Includes statistical data from the 2010 Population and 

Housing Censuses and, in some countries, with information 

projected to 2018, for “total population” and “total 

households”.

MEGA 2.0

First Version



Benefits of working with an interoperable scheme:

Avoid duplication

Data sourced directly from official country websites.

STRENGTHENING THE STATISTICAL AND GEOSPATIAL 

FRAMEWORK OF THE AMERICAS
Proposal for the design and development of the interoperable update protocol 

for the updating of MEGA.

No authorization letters 

The information comes directly from data published by official sources.  

Single publication

Data published once and reused for MEGA integration.

Simplified requests

Easier management of information from member countries.

Controlled framework

Facilitates integration and consistency.



STRENGTHENING THE STATISTICAL AND GEOSPATIAL 

FRAMEWORK OF THE AMERICAS
Development of a pilot test of the functionality and interoperability of 

geographic data for MEGA.

Real-time & automatic updates. 

Less burden for NSOs (reduced operational load)

Supports regional cooperation & integration.

Based on open standards (OGC) → sustainability ensured

Better availability & quality of information.

Integration with CEPAL platform – CepalStat.

Key benefits of MEGA 2.0



STRENGTHENING THE STATISTICAL AND GEOSPATIAL 

FRAMEWORK OF THE AMERICAS
Exploration and formulation of a proposal for the definition of new levels of 

geographic disaggregation in MEGA

Background

• Heterogeneity in territorial divisions limits comparability.

• The NUTS model in Europe is a reference for standardization.

• MEGA requires greater granularity to respond to the SDGs.

Benefits

• Based on official boundaries and population size.

• Fosters regional unification and comparability.

• Enables more detailed data analysis.

Objectives

• Define standardized geostatistical levels for the region.

• Align with international frameworks (GSGF, IGIF).
• Strengthen regional and methodological cooperation.

Considerations

• Objective criteria and stable nomenclature.

• Respect for countries’ administrative realities.

• Common geographies for integration of georeferenced data.



STRENGTHENING THE STATISTICAL AND GEOSPATIAL 

FRAMEWORK OF THE AMERICAS
Exploration and formulation of a proposal for the definition of new levels of 

geographic disaggregation in MEGA

Objectives

• Define technical specifications and methodological structure.

• Support countries in adopting standardized geostatistical levels.

• Promote regional cooperation and ensure feasibility of implementation.

Schedule

• November and December 2025: introduction to the subgroup, definition 

of the work plan, and exploration of inputs

• January to May 2026: preparation of a preliminary technical document.

• June to September 2026: advance regional validation and adjustments.

• October 2026: deliver the results to the Working Group and the Board 

of Directors.

Subgroup

• 15 members of the geographic and statistical communities from 12 

countries.

• Dominic Republic; United States; Mexico; Chile; Peru; Brazil; 

Venezuela; Canada; Costa Rica; Ecuador; Belice; Colombia.



THANK 
YOU!
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