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Mexico, through the adoption 
of the C-Minds study, was the 

first country to announce a 
National AI strategy.

Chile, Colombia, and 
Argentina presented their 

AI agendas.

Brazil and Peru presented 
their agendas

Chile is the first country 
that presented an update 

of the AI agenda

The Dominican Republic is 
the first and only Caribbean 
nation to have presented an 

AI agenda thus far.

Uruguay presented the 
“Data Science and ML 

Roadmap”

NATIONAL AI STRATEGIES

Timeline for AI Strategies in LAC

Jamaica, Panama, Costa Rica, Trinidad and Tobago, along with other countries, have 
already begun discussions to develop AI strategies and frameworks
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Enabling Factors: Infrastructure, Data Availability, and 
Human Talent in Latin American and Caribbean Countries

Key Enabling 

Factors in Latin 

America and the 

Caribbean: 

Infrastructure, Data 

Availability, and 

Human Talent 

Scores from the 2nd 

LAC AI Index, to be 

presented on 

September 24, 2024



Research, Development, and Adoption in Latin American and Caribbean 
Countries

The AI Index 2023 

highlights 

significant 

disparities in the 

region's 

performance across 

key dimensions such 

as research, 

development, and 

adoption, 

emphasizing the 

uneven progress of 

AI integration within 

LAC



Governance Dimensions: Vision, Regulation, and International Standards in Latin 
American and Caribbean Countries

The AI Index 2023 

highlights major 

governance gaps in 

Latin America, 

particularly in 

international 

participation, where 

most countries 

score very low, 

indicating limited 

global engagement



Restricted Access to Capital
SMEs with limited access to traditional banking 
services

Skills and Talent Gap
45% of LAC population have basic digital skills  and Only 3.3% of 
technology-related research papers are produced LAC

Infrastructure
The Fixed high-speed internet gap between OECD 
countries and LAC is 20.4 percentage points, 

Absence of a "Data Culture"
Open data initiatives in LAC  remains modest, with an average 
score of 35, significantly below the global average of 51.5

Lack of Institutions 
Only nine countries in the region have enacted AI-specific 
legislation

Challenges for AI Adoption in LAC

AI adoption in the region faces the same core challenges as digital transformation 
To advance AI for public benefit, addressing foundational issues (old and news)
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Ongoing monitoring and iterative improvements are key to 

ensuring AI systems remain aligned with ethical standards and 

guardrails, adapting as technology evolves.

Ongoing Monitoring and Improvement

Technical tools like algorithmic audits, bias detection, and transparency 

protocols help ensure AI systems comply with ethical guardrails, 

supporting responsible and adaptive use while allowing innovation.

Applying Guardrails

Regulation should focus on guiding the establishing of flexible, principle-

based guardrails rather than overly technical rules, which risk becoming 

outdated and restrictive

Regulating AI

While not restrictive to AI innovation, these guardrails provide necessary 

boundaries to maintain public trust and alignment with societal values, 

fostering sustainable AI growth.

Development of Guardrails

By engaging governments, businesses, and civil society, innovative regulations and institutions can be 

developed to ensure ethical AI by creating a supportive environment for AI innovation

Public Discussion and Engagement of Stakeholders

The importance of 

creating innovative 

regulations and 

institutions

AI Supervision Authority
Human Talent - Expanded Authority - Sufficient Funding



eLAC

Statistical Measurement01

Identification of AI 
initiatives in Public Sector03

The group is developing 
a tool to identify and map 
AI initiatives within the 
public sector.

As part of the group's 
activities, we are organizing 
capacity-building initiatives, 

including an upcoming 
educational trip for 

policymakers to AI-related 
institutions and locations in 

Slovenia and Spain

04

We are collaborating with 
the EU to build technical 

assistance capabilities 
aimed at developing AI 

policies for Latin American 
and Caribbean countries.

Technical Assistance 02

Regional Cooperation 
The eLAC Working Group on AI focuses on extended policy dialogue and supporting AI development in LAC 

The group is supported by the EU (Spain and Slovenia)

Capacity Building

One of the key objectives of 
the working group is to 
create an AI Index 
specifically tailored for 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean (LAC).



EU-LAC High Level Dialogue on AI and Meaningful Connectivity

5-6 November 2024

Santiago, Chile

Ministerial Meeting for the Adoption of the Regional Agenda on 

Digital Transformation

7-8 November 2024

Santiago, Chile

Presentation of the 2nd edition of ILIA (LAC AI Index)

24 September 2024

Santiago, Chile

https://eventos.cepal.org/event/160/registrations/483/


