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Caribbean Context: Single ICT Space

* Roadmap for the CARICOM Single ICT Space was approved at the
Twenty-Eighth (28th) Inter-Sessional Meeting of the Conference of
Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
on 16 February 2017 in Georgetown, Guyana

* “an ICT-enabled borderless space that fosters economic, social
and cultural integration for the betterment of Caribbean citizens”

* an ecosystem of regionally harmonised ICT policies, legislation,
regulations, technical standards, best practices, networks and
services.
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Characteristics - Single ICT Space

* Regionally harmonised ICT policy, legal and regulatory regimes;
* Robust national and regional broadband infrastructure;

* Common frameworks for Governments, ICT service providers and
consumers;

* Effective, secure technology and management systems.
* Hence an Al policy harmonisation thrust!
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Aspects of Caribbean Al Policy Development Work

UNESCO Caribbean Al Policy Roadmap
Caribbean Al Working Group

ITU’s Al for Good

UN SG’s High level Advisory Board

Submission to Global Digital Compact




UNESCO Caribbean Al Policy Roadmap

* Developed in 2021, being updated in 2024

* Advocates for an ethical, human-centred and regionally
collaborative approach to Al development and adoption focusing
on:

 (Caribbean) Culture and Creativity

e Governance and Transformation

e Upskilling and Education

* (Regional) Resiliency and Sustainability

* Ref. https://ctu.int/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Erica-
Simmons-UNESCO-AI-Policy-Roadmap-2024-
Summary MASTERPres.pdf



https://ctu.int/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Erica-Simmons-UNESCO-AI-Policy-Roadmap-2024-Summary_MASTERPres.pdf

Caribbean Al Policy Working Group

* Multi-stakeholder team of volunteers established in Nov 2023 initially
envisaged to operate for one year and produce regional policy
recommendations

* Has focused on information gathering and awareness building
 Webinar with UWI (Mar 2024)
* Presentation at Informatica (Mar 2024)
* Management Institute for National Development (MIND): Al Harnessing
Technology for Efficient Public Service

* Maintains collaboration and info sharing via social media




ITU’s Al for Good

* CTU’s SG follows relevant developments and
contributes as appropriate




UN SG’s High Level Advisory Board on Al

* One UWI academic is a member
* Also a member of the Caribbean Al Working Group

* Leveraging synergies for Caribbean benefit
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Submission re Al to Global Digital Compact

e Referenced the tenets of the UNESCO Caribbean Al Policy Roadmap
* Recognised the potential and desirable benefits of Al

* |dentified key Caribbean concerns re Al as ethical implications, privacy
and security risks and economic and societal impacts

 Called for collaborative development of balanced international
frameworks that enable the innovation benefits of Al while
minimizing its risks.




So What’s Next?

* Regional Al Policy Framework and Strategy planned
for 2025

* To leverage guidance and information from:
* UNESCO Caribbean Al Policy Roadmap
* Caribbean Al Working Group
* Regional consultations
* Research and other authoritative sources
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