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Contributions to the XVI Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean:

Advancing Towards Care Societies
PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME
25" and 26" of March 2025

Bridgetown, Barbados

DAY 1

8:30

Registration

09:00 -
10:15

Inaugural Session

Chairs:

- Dr. Myriam Moise, Executive Secretary-General of Universities Caribbean and Associate
Professor of English at Université des Antilles in Martinique

- Dr. Tonya Haynes, Head and Lecturer at the Institute for Gender and Development
Studies: Nita Barrow Unit, the University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus

Speakers:

- Dr. Miriam Nicado, President of Universities Caribbean and Rector of Universidad de
la Habana, Cuba

- Diane Quarless, Director of the Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean, ECLAC

- Cecilia Alemany, Deputy Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean of UN
Women

- Daniela Pacheco, Director of Feminist Foreign Policy and International Cooperation,
Ministry of Women of Mexico, and Representative from Mexico as Vice-Chair of the
Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the
Caribbean

- Dr Halimah DeShong, University Director, Institute for Gender and Development
Studies

10:15 -
10:25

Official photograph of authorities and participants

10:25 -
11:30

Panel 1: Care, Territories, and Environmental sustainability in Small Island Developing
States (SIDS)
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There is an increased urgency to expand our understanding and advance towards a care
society as a paradigm that places caring for people and the planet at the centre of
development and as such encourages substantive equality and solutions to the climate crisis.
Given the interdependence of the care and climate crises, it is increasingly evident that they
need to be addressed together and that an integrated approach would accelerate progress
on both fronts. However, the connections between these crises have been overlooked in
policies, programmes, and research. This further increases gender inequalities and
diminishes the effectiveness of climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies. It is
necessary to avoid universalistic and decontextualized views regarding the sexual division of
labor and care organization. In this sense, a territorial perspective on care - which is always
situated and intersectional — from SIDS reality and policy opportunities, involves analyzing
the economic, environmental, social, and cultural conditions, as well as the needs and
vulnerabilities of each territory, to understand and address inequalities. This panel will help
unpack these relationships to advance towards care entered climate action and sustainable
development progress in the Caribbean. It will propose concrete ways in which climate action
can contribute towards advancing a care society.

Featured Presentation:
- Dr. Mariama Williams, Consultant, Integrated Policy Research Institute

Roundtable speakers:
- Dr. Ana Maria Tepichin, Director of the Center for Gender Studies at El Colegio de
México
- H.E. Ambassador Noemi Espinoza, Secretary General of the Association of Caribbean
States [Virtual]
- H.E. Ambassador Elizabeth Taylor Jay, Ambassador of Colombia to Barbados
- Dr. Rishika Banydeen, University Hospital of Martinique [Virtual]

Moderator: Isiuwa lyahen, Head of Office ad interim, UN Women Multi-Country Office
(MCO) for the Caribbean

11:30- | Coffee Break

11:45

11:45 - | Workshop Sessions for Panel 1
13:00

A- Solution-Based Research Workshop:

Sustainable Care Practices for Resilient Communities
Facilitator(s): Laura Pérez Castafio, Regional Specialist on Care for Latin America and
the Caribbean at UN Women and Valentina Zendejas, Country Lead for Mexico at
Fundacion AVINA
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B- Youth-Focused Capacity-Building Workshop:
Digital Research and Advocacy for Gender, Care and Climate Action
Facilitator: Alicia Haynes, University of the West Indies Institute for Gender and
Development, Nita Barrow Unit
13:00- | Lunch
14:00
14:00 - | Panel 2: The right to care, decent work and social equity
15:15 The discussions will frame care as a fundamental human right, emphasizing the importance
of self-care and the urgent need to reduce the precariousness of the care sector. They will
explore the multiplier effects of the care economy on well-being and its transformative
potential to foster recovery grounded in equality and sustainability. Particular attention will
be given to the diverse forms of care, including community-based and rural care, and their
vital contributions to resilience and social cohesion. The discussions will also address the
impact of environmental degradation on the most vulnerable individuals and domestic
spaces, where care work is often concentrated, highlighting how these dynamics exacerbate
inequalities. By integrating these perspectives, the session will underscore the care
economy’s pivotal role in achieving social justice, environmental sustainability, and equitable
development.
Roundtable speakers:
- Hon. Colin E. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Labour, Social Security and Third Sector
- Ana Virginia Moreira, ILO Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean
[Virtual]
- Ida Le Blanc, General Secretary, National Union of Domestic Employees (NUDE),
Trinidad and Tobago
- Luana Pinheiro, Director of Care Economy, Ministry of Development and Social
Assistance, Family and Fight Against Hunger of Brazil [Virtual]
- Dr. Daniele Bobb, Lecturer, Institute for Gender and Development Studies: Nita
Barrow Unit, University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus, Barbados
Moderator: Ana Gliezmes, Director of the Division for Gender Affairs at ECLAC
15:15- | Workshops Sessions for Panel 2
16:30
A- Solution-Based Research Workshop:
Innovative Pathways: Addressing Precarity and Advancing Care-Driven Sustainability
Facilitator: Dr. Angelique Nixon, Senior Lecturer, Institute for Gender and
Development Studies: St Augustine Unit, University of the West Indies
B- Youth-Focused Capacity-Building Workshop:
Bucones oBumig, 4 A fiene  @UNRISD 3
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Empowering Young Leaders: Advocating for Care Equity and Environmental Justice
Facilitator: Ayesha Constable, Technical Director Global Fund for Women
End of Day 1
DAY 2
10:30 Panel 3: Challenges in the care, health and science & innovation policy research agenda
11:45
This panel will delve into the crucial intersections of care work, health systems, and the
advancement of science and innovation in shaping equitable and sustainable policies. With
a focus on the specific challenges faced in the Caribbean and Latin America, the session
will address the marginalization of care economies in policy frameworks, gaps in health
and gender equity, and the pressing need for inclusive research-action agendas that
embrace diverse knowledge systems. Panelists will discuss innovative strategies and
collaborative solutions to integrate care and health into science and innovation policies,
ensuring their alignment with the urgent demands of climate resilience, social justice, and
sustainable development in the region.
Roundtable speakers:
- Dr.Taraleen Malcolm, Advisor for Non Communicable Diseases and Mental Health,
PAHO
- Dr. Natasha Mortley, Senior Research Fellow, Institute for Gender and
Development Studies: Regional Coordinating Office, University of the West Indies
- Dr. Frédérique Dorleans, PhD in Public Health and Epidemiology, Women’s
Federation of Martinique [virtual]
Moderator: Dr. Halimah DeShong, University Director, Institute for Gender and
Development Studies: University of the West Indies
11:45 Workshop Sessions for Panel 3
13:00
A- Transformational Leadership Workshop
Leading for Gender Equity: Transforming Public Policy to Tackle Global Challenges
Facilitator(s): Dr. Rosina Wiltshire, Gender Specialist
B- Solution-Based Research Workshop
Innovating Policy Frameworks: Research-Driven Strategies for Gender-Inclusive
Development
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Facilitator: Laura Pérez Castafio, Regional specialist on care for Latin America and
the Caribbean at UN Women
13:00 - | Lunch
14:30
14:30 - | Gender Equality, Public Policy and Advancing the International Research Agenda
16:00
The closing panel will examine the transformative potential of gender-inclusive public
policies in addressing global challenges. Panelists will explore how incorporating gender
equity into policy frameworks can accelerate progress toward the Sustainable
Development Goals, with a particular focus on climate action, health, and innovation.
Emphasizing contributions from the Caribbean and Latin America, the session will highlight
strategies to amplify regional perspectives in shaping the international research agenda.
Discussions will prioritize fostering collaboration, bridging the gap between policy and
research, and establishing gender equality as a foundational pillar of global public policy
and academic priorities.
Roundtable speakers:
- Prof. Carole Boyce-Davies, Professor Emérita of Africana Studies and Literatures in
English, Cornell University; Chair and Professor of African Diaspora Literatures,
Howard University
- Miosotis Rivas, Director of the National Statistical Office of the Dominican Republic
and President of the Statistical Conference of the Americas
- Dr. Nadeen Spence, Student Services and Development Manager, Mary Seacole
Hall, University of the West Indies
- Alicia Haynes, Lecturer and Ph.D. Candidate, Institute for Gender and
Development Studies: Nita Barrow Unit
- Dr. Carolina Robino, Senior Program Officer at the Canada’s International
Development Research Centre
Moderator: Ana B. Moreno, Technical Secretary, Global Alliance for Care
16:00 - | Closing Session
16:30
Chairs: Dr. Myriam Moise and Dr. Tonya Haynes
17:00 Networking Reception at the Errol Barrow Centre for Creative Imagination
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