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Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean



Agenda

1. Report by the Co-ordination of the Ad Hoc Working Group

2. Presentation of the consultation to gather input for the 

regional assessment

3. Report from the Elected Representatives of the public

4. Space for questions and comments

5. Closing remarks and upcoming activities 
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Ad Hoc Working Group on Human Rights Defenders in 

Environmental Matters

• Co-chairs: Chile, Ecuador and St Kitts and 
Nevis

• Proposed Action Plan

• Approved at COP3 in 2024

• Implementation programme drawn up in
2025

Decision I/6, 2022

Established the open-
ended ad hoc working 
group on human rights 

defenders in 
environmental matters

• First forum in Quito, 22–23 November 
2022

• Second Forum in Panama, 22–24 
September 2023

• Third Forum in Basseterre, 8–10 April
2025

Forums I, II and III on 
human rights 

defenders working on 
environmental issues
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Decision III/2 adopting the Action Plan

 Objective: to launch a set of priority areas and 

strategic actions to move towards the full and 

effective implementation of Article 9.

 4 strategic areas and 20 priority actions. 

 Deadline: 2030.

 The Ad Hoc Working Group is to be 

maintained until 2030 to monitor the plan and 

report to the COP.

 To continue holding forums in 2025 and, 

thereafter, every two years.
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Preparation of an assessment on the situation HRDEM

 Action A.1: “To carry out an assessment of the current situation of persons, groups 

and organisations that promote and defend human rights in environmental matters 

in the States Parties to the Escazú Agreement”

 Which should take into account, amongst other aspects and subject to the 

availability of data:

 “The number of victims or violations and the different types of violations”; 

 “international and national instruments and mechanisms relating to prevention, protection and 

sanctions”; 

 “existing practices and other community-led experiences and initiatives, as well as self-protection 

strategies.

 Implementation programme deadline: 2026

 Must include:

 1) Proposed preliminary methodological design: 22 December 2025

 2) A participatory data collection mechanism: 18 August 2026

 3) Regional assessment report, including a summary and conclusions.
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Participatory data collection mechanism

• The preliminary methodological design sets out that 

different sources and mechanisms for data 

generation will be combined to address the three 

research objectives.

• Consultation objective: to gather input and 

available information from States Parties and 

observers, the public and other key stakeholders 

regarding Article 9.

• The aim is to obtain a regional overview that will 

serve as a basis and catalyst for the development of 

national assessments.
• Online surveys via the Regional Public Mechanism (Go 

Vocal) platform: https://publicoescazu.cepal.org/es-CL/

• Semi-structured interviews, based on a mapping of key 

stakeholders.
6

https://publicoescazu.cepal.org/es-CL/
https://publicoescazu.cepal.org/es-CL/
https://publicoescazu.cepal.org/es-CL/


1) Public consultation

 Open to all members of the public who have registered on the MPR platform using their email 

address. 

 To complete the survey, you will need to log in using your email address; you will be able to 

save your answers and return to the survey at a later date. If you are not yet registered, you 

can do so by visiting https://publicoescazu.cepal.org/es-CL/

 Responses will be completely anonymous and will not be linked to your account’s personal 

data. This means that your personal account information will not be stored alongside your 

survey responses.

 The responses collected via this tool will be managed directly by the Secretariat team.

 The confidentiality of any information that may be sensitive or that should not be disclosed

will be ensured, in order to safeguard the integrity of the participants.

 You may download a copy of the questionnaire from the platform; however, forms submitted in

writing or by post will not be accepted.

 Deadline: 12 October at 23:59 Santiago de Chile time.
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Preliminary structure: Five sections

Thematic section Analytical Approach and Methodological Objectives

I. Participant Profile Demographic and intersectional analysis. Ensures anonymity and the 

protection of sensitive data. 

II. Sources of 

Information

Mapping of government records (official sources) and independent 

research (unofficial sources). 

III. Victims and 

Violations

Mapping of attacks since 2021. Identification of risk profiles and types of 

violence.

IV. National 

Mechanisms

Information on regulatory frameworks, institutional early warning 

systems, protection measures and the justice system’s response.

V. Self-protection 

strategies

Systematisation of non-state, autonomous initiatives, networks and 

practices for protection and interaction with the State.
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2) Consultation with focal points

 Objective: to gather the State’s perspective, its official data, administrative and 

budgetary capacities, and the status of its regulatory frameworks.

 Invites the national focal points of the States Parties and

   in the region to complete this survey.

 It is recommended that each State complete the survey only once, either 

through the national focal point – following coordination and receipt of 

information from other entities – or through the public body designated 

to respond.

 Format: Online survey, the link to which will be sent by email to the 

focal points.

 The deadline for online submission is 20 October 2026.
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Preliminary structure: 6 sections

Thematic section Methodological Objectives

I. Participating country and 

institution

Identify the participating country (from among the 33 in Latin America and the 

Caribbean), the specific government institution and whether the respondent is the 

officially designated focal point.

II. Safe and supportive 

environment 

Assess the formal recognition of advocacy work and the existence of a baseline of rights 

explicitly protected under state legislation.

III. Official information on 

attacks, threats or 

intimidation

Requests, where available, official records of attacks from 2021 to the present.

IV. International instruments 

and mechanisms

Analyses the level of coordination and the State’s response to international human rights 

protection systems.

V. National instruments and 

mechanisms

Examines the operational effectiveness and technical capacity of the State’s domestic 

protection mechanisms.

VI. Practices, initiatives and 

strategies

Examines the State’s relationship with the initiatives developed by communities and 

defenders themselves to protect themselves autonomously.
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Work plan for carrying out the assessment and next 

steps

Phase 1: 
Methodological 

design and mapping 
of key stakeholders

(January–July 2026)

Phase 2: Data 
collection

August–October 
2026

Phase 3: Report 
drafting and 
preliminary 
conclusions

November 2026–
March 2027

Phase 4: 
Presentation of the 

report and 
conclusions

April 2027

2027 Forum for 

Human Rights 

Defenders on 

Environmental 

Issues.
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For the latest updates 

on the process please 

visit:
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Secretariat of the Escazú Agreement

Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the 

Caribbean 

(ECLAC)

http://www.cepal.org/acuerdodeescazu

http://observatoriop10.cepal.org

#EscazúAgreement     #AcuerdodeEscazú

http://www.cepal.org/acuerdodeescazu
http://observatoriop10.cepal.org/
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