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Background 

Critical Energy Transition Minerals (CETM) are essential for building key technologies used in 
the energy transition towards achieving global climate goals. To ensure that the energy 
transition does not come at the expense of mineral-producing regions, greater attention 
must be paid to minimizing adverse environmental and social impacts while maximizing the 
positive contributions that mineral value chains can make to inclusive growth and economic 
transformation. 

The United Nations Secretary-General’s Panel on Critical Energy Transition Minerals 
published its report entitled “Resourcing the Energy Transition: Principles to Guide Critical 
Energy Transition Minerals Toward Equity and Justice;” proposing seven Guiding Principles 
and five Actionable Recommendations (ARs). Among these, AR1 and AR2 emphasize the 
importance of value addition, economic diversification, and robust traceability frameworks 
across mineral supply chains. Complementing this, the UN Guidance for Action on Critical 
Energy Transition Minerals elaborates on the principles, referring to specific standards, 
policies, case studies, knowledge resources, partnerships, and programmes to assist 
countries in their eƯective implementation.  

This event will showcase how the UN Guiding Principles on CETM are implemented to build 
fair, equitable, and responsible mineral value chains, and how the UN can support 
developing mineral-producing countries in minimizing negative externalities and maximizing 
the positive contributions of these value chains to sustainable development. 

Organizers 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Economic 
Commission for Europe (ECE), Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) and Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA). 



       

 

AGENDA 
Moderator: Ana Carolina González Espinosa, Senior Director for Programs, NRGI 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 
18:30 –18:35 Sascha Raabe, Head of the Global Alliance for Responsible and Green Minerals, 

UNIDO  
Setting the Scene  

18:35 – 
19:00 

Uganda’s approach to leverage the global demand for energy transition minerals to 
develop its industrial base and enhance domestic value addition 
(Ruth Nankabirwa Ssentamu, Minister of Energy and Mineral Development of 
Uganda) 
Justice and Equity on Critical Energy Transition Minerals in the era of ‘Mutirão’ 
(Izabella Teixeira, Co-Chair of the International Resource Panel) 
Brazil’s Minerals Strategy 
(Ana Paula Bittencourt, National Secretary of Geology, Mining and Mineral 
Transformation, Ministry of Mines and Energy of Brazil - video message) 

Panel responding to Uganda and Brazil case studies  
UN initiatives and example that address challenges and support mineral-rich developing countries 

19:05 – 
19:40 

 Striking a balance between climate goals, development needs and planetary 
health  
(Ruth Zugman do Coutto, Deputy Director, Climate Change Division, UNEP) 

 Domestic value addition, benefit sharing and diversification 
(Chantal Line Carpentier, Head, Trade, Environment, Climate Change and 
Sustainable Development, UNCTAD) 

 Common challenges and solutions: The importance of south-south 
collaboration amongst mineral producing countries 
(Cosmas Milton Obote Ochieng, Director of the Climate Change, Food 
Security and Natural Resources Division, ECA) 

 Promoting regional coordination and standards amongst mineral producing 
countries: Examples from Escazu and the Lithium Forum 
(Carlos de Miguel, Chief Sustainable Development and Human Settlements 
Division, ECLAC) 

Questions and answers 

19:40 – 
19:55 

 Moderated question and answers session; 
 Summary and civil society’s perspective on how to power a just energy 

transition from mine to market 
(Ana Carolina González Espinosa, Senior Director for Programs, NRGI) 

Closing 
19:55 – 
20:00 

Sascha Raabe, Head of the Global Alliance for Responsible and Green Minerals, 
UNIDO 



       

 

SPEAKERS & PANELISTS 
 

Ruth Nankabirwa Ssentamu, 
Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Development of Uganda  

Served as the Minister of Energy and Mineral Development since 
June 2021 and held various cabinet level positions within the 
Ugandan Government since 2001. Started her political career as 
part of the Ugandan Constituent Assembly in 1994. 

 

Izabella Teixeira, Co-Chair of the 
International Resource Panel (IRP) 

Prominent figure in environmental policy and governance. Served 
as Minister of Environment of Brazil from 2010 to 2016. She 
received the UN's "Champions of the Earth" award in 2013. The 
IRP is a UNEP-hosted science policy panel on natural resources 
and sustainable development. 

 
Ana Paula Bittencourt, National 
Secretary of Geology, Mining and 
Mineral Transformation, Ministry of 
Mines and Energy of Brazil 

Apart from her role as the National Secretary, she is the Chair of 
the Fiscal Council of SGB/CPRM. Previously she served as the 
Deputy Secretary for Economic Policy at the Special Secretariat 
for Legal AƯairs and held the position of Deputy Attorney General 
of the National Treasury. 

 

Sascha Raabe, Head of the Global 
Alliance for Responsible and Green 
Minerals, UNIDO 

Prior to joining UNIDO in 2024 to setup the Global Alliance, he 
served as a Member of the German Parliament for 19 years 
where he played a key role in the development of the EU Conflict 
Minerals Regulation and German Due Diligence Law. Previous to 
that, he served as Mayor of Rodenbach. 

 

Ruth Zugman do Coutto, Deputy 
Director, Climate Change Division, 
UNEP 

Brings over 25 years of experience in environmental, climate, and 
chemicals policy and programme management. In this capacity, 
she supports the Division in delivering eƯective strategic 
guidance to support the transition towards climate stability. 
Previously, she led UNEP’s Mitigation Branch and served as 
manager of the GEF & GCF mitigation portfolio. 

 
Chantal Line Carpentier, Head, 
Trade, Environment, Climate Change 
and Sustainable Development, 
UNCTAD 

Prior joining UNCTAD coordinated global stakeholder 
engagement for the UN’s SDG negotiations and Rio+20 
Conference, and led the Environment, Economy and Trade 
Division of the NAFTA Commission. Has published widely on 
sustainable development and ethical investing. 

 
Cosmas Milton Obote Ochieng, 
Director of the Climate Change, 
Food Security and Natural 
Resources Division, ECA 

Before joining the UNECA, he served as the Global Director for 
the Center for Equitable Development at the World Resources 
Institute and the Director of the African Natural Resources 
Centre at the African Development Bank in Abidjan. 

 

Carlos de Miguel, Chief Sustainable 
Development and Human 
Settlements Division, ECLAC 

Leads ECLAC’s work on the Escazú Agreement with expertise in 
climate change, sustainable production and consumption 
patterns, environmental impact assessments and economic 
tools to implement environmental management. 

 
Ana Carolina González Espinosa, 
Senior Director for Programs, 
Natural Resource Governance 
Institute 

Leads NRGI’s work on the energy transition. She has nearly 20 
years of academic and professional experience in resource 
governance, communities’ participation, climate change and 
advocating for a just energy transition. 


