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• The Belize National Statistical 
System (NSS) refers collectively to 
all agencies responsible for 
producing national statistics or are 
holders of data that is used to 
produce national statistics.

• Support decision-making, planning, 
and monitoring national 
development progress.

• SIB at the center as coordinator and 
largest data producer.

• Approximately 50 other agencies.

Background of the NSS1
Ministries, government 
departments, statutory 

agencies
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Strengths of the NSS

Established working relationships between SIB and BNSS 
agencies, and among some BNSS agencies.

Timely production and dissemination of core statistics by 
SIB.

NSS Unit within SIB to liaise with and support BNSS 
agencies.
Established statistics units in several BNSS agencies.

Strong subject matter knowledge within various sectors.

BNSS dissemination platform for national indicators.

Some data-sharing agreements are established.

Ability to secure technical support and many agencies 
already working to strengthen capacities.
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Weakness of the NSS

Inconsistent use of standards for classifications, methodologies, 
concepts, metadata, data sharing, etc.

Significant data gaps in some areas – e.g. climate change, 
vulnerable populations, key variables for disaggregation within 
administrative data sets.

Disparate statistical capacities across BNSS agencies.

Insufficient resources – staff, IT, funding.

Inadequate formal BNSS coordination mechanisms.

No NSS legislation to formalize governance/coordination 
mechanisms, responsibilities and obligations, etc.

No legal mandate for data collection by many BNSS agencies.

NSDS
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Background
1

What is 
the 
NSDS?

“The National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) is a planning 
approach for the strategy elaboration to develop capacity to produce, 
disseminate, and mainstream the use of statistics. It is in line with a country’s 
national development plan and other international and regional data 
requirements and guided by the principles of inclusiveness, transparency, 
and accountability.” (PARIS 21, 2020b).
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Prioritizes 
national data 

needs

Coordinates data 
production across 

ministries

Enhances statistical 
infrastructure

Builds technical and 
institutional capacity

Promotes data 
sharing

Improves data 
accessibility

Belize NSDS 2 Roadmap:

Strategic 
Framework
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Strategic Framework of the NSDS3

Improve data 

governance and 

coordination 

mechanisms for the 

NSS.  

Ensure the production and 

availability of quality 

statistics that better meet 

the needs of  data users.

Build and strengthen 

institutional capacity 

within the agencies 

that comprise the 

NSS. 

Establish and 

implement standards 

for and promote 

harmonization within 

the NSS.

Promote the use of 

statistics for informed 
decision making and 
support the improvement 

of data literacy among all 
types of data users and 

the general public.

Strategic Pillars/Goals

Cross-cutting areas of strategic focus: Climate and gender statistics.
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Strategic 
Framework
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4 Works in Progress
• Strengthening of statistical legislation governing BNSS 

coordination.

• Development of quality assurance frameworks for the SIB and 
the BNSS.

• Development of a training program for BNSS agencies.

• Upgrading of BNSS indicators portal to support dissemination of 
BNSS statistics.

• Survey of modules to collect new SDG data.

• Metadata development and compilation.

• Support the monitoring of national development indicators, 
including indicators for monitoring the Plan Belize Medium Term 
Development Strategy.

• Hiring of staff for NSS Unit – BNSS outreach, technical support, 
training coordination.

• Capacity building for policy makers – use of statistics for 
decision making.

• Improvement of diversity statistics by SIB and BNSS.



SDG indicators are tracked in a General Inventory File, which is a 
living document that captures, inter alia, information on focal 
points, the availability of SDG indicators, and their alignment 
with national, regional, and international frameworks.

5 Next Steps

In 2026, SDU in collaboration with the SIB, will prepare a 
SDG Progress Report as well as a Statistical Capacity and 
Needs Assessment Report for National Statistical System 

(NSS) partners.

Belize is scheduled to produce 
its third VNR in 2027.
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The BNSS Portal hosts data for five frameworks: General, Growth 
and Sustainable Development Strategy (discontinued), 
Sustainable Development Goals, National Statistical Systems, 
and Children’s Agenda, we are also  working towards the 
Medium-Term Development Strategy, and possibly ABAS in the 
future. 

5 Next Steps

A logo with blue and green letters

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

The portal is going through an upgrade to improve usability, 
visualization, speed, and data search capabilities. 

4 Works in 
Progress

https://bnss.sib.org.bz/ords/r/sib/bnss/1?session=17452624637959
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Sensitization and 

consultation with 

NSS partners.

Start

Finish

Completion of 

strategy and 

consolidation of 

costed action 

plans from SIB 

and NSS 

agencies.

Submission of 

cabinet paper for 

government 

endorsement.

Monitoring and 

evaluation.
Launch of NSDS2.

Mobilization of 

resources and 

implementation.
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Thank you!
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