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The Nevis 
VLR on the 

SDGs: 
Context

Background:

• Covers the period 2020-2024. 

• Focused on (i) economic recovery, (ii) fostering social inclusion, (iii) addressing 
environmental challenges 

• The NIA's strategies - a holistic approach to building a resilient and inclusive society.

Importance of the VLR for Nevis:

• Localized Assessment: provides a disaggregated, island-specific review of SDG 
progress, reflecting the unique development priorities and realities of Nevis, distinct 
from the federal level.

• Targeted Planning: facilitates the identification of priority sectors and challenges such 
as social protection, health, education, infrastructure, and economic diversification 
crucial to post-COVID recovery.

• Evidence-Based Budgeting: encourages Ministries, Departments and Agencies to 
integrate SDG-aligned data and evidence into planning and budgeting to secure 
support and resources.

• Stakeholder Engagement: promotes collective ownership of sustainable development 
priorities and enhances communication strategies for public awareness, by bringing 
together diverse stakeholders from government, private sector, civil society, and 
youth.

• Monitoring & Accountability: establishes a framework for ongoing monitoring and 
acceleration of SDG implementation at the local level, complementing the federal 
government units established following the VNR presentation.



The Nevis VLR on the SDGs: Process

Coordination:

The NIA is 
collaborating w/ 
the UNRCO and 

other UN 
Agencies (such 

as ECLAC)

The Federal Gov’t’s  
Min. Sustainable 
Development -

coordination 
support for the VLR.

The UNDS has 
recruited an SDG 

Coordinator -
facilitating the 

VLR 
consultations

This coordination team is responsible for the following:

• Awareness Building

• Facilitation of SDGs Alignment to
Work Programme

• Communication & Inter-Agency
Collaboration

• Capacity Strengthening



The Nevis 
VLR on the 
SDGs: 
Objectives & 
Outcomes

Objectives:

1. To deepen the understanding and ownership of the SDGs among public 
institutions in Nevis.

2. To map existing government programmes against the SDGs and identify 
gaps and priority areas.

3. To establish a collaborative, evidence-based approach for SDG-aligned 
planning and reporting.

4. To enhance communication strategies ensuring inclusive outreach to all 
communities, including differently abled persons.

5. To build sustainable capacity for continuous monitoring and acceleration 
of SDG progress on the island.

Expected Outcomes:

➢  Broad-based stakeholders buy-in for the VLR process and SDG 
implementation.

➢  Clear alignment of government work programming with SDG targets.

➢  Strengthened evidence-based policy and budget submissions reflecting SDG 
priorities.

➢  Improved strategies for public engagement and inclusivity in sustainable 
development.

➢  Institutionalized mechanisms for tracking and reporting SDG progress at the 
local level.



The Nevis 
VLR on the 
SDGs: Local 
Efforts

Nevis' SDGs Efforts:

• Commitment to the 2030 Agenda: Nevis is committed to achieving 
the 2030 Agenda and the 17 SDGs.

• Sustainable Island State Agenda (SISA): Nevis is a key player in the 
SISA, which provides a roadmap for sustainable development in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

• Focus on Key Areas: Nevis is prioritizing food, water, and energy 
security, as well as health, education, housing, and culture in its SDG 
efforts.

• Community Involvement: Nevis recognizes the importance of 
involving various stakeholders, including public entities, businesses, 
and citizens, in the implementation of the SDGs.

• Voluntary Local Review (VLR): Nevis is committed to conducting a 
VLR to track its progress and identify areas for improvement.

• Nevis's efforts to integrate the SDGs into its development planning 
and implementation demonstrate its commitment to creating a 
sustainable future for its citizens and serving as a model for other 
small island nations.



The Nevis VLR: Current Situation

VLR Launch Workshop findings: SDGs
• SDG       is particularly crucial to Nevis due to its vulnerability to 

natural disaster and rising sea levels.

• Reliance on food imports was identified as a major challenge to 
achieving SDG     in Nevis.

• SDG        is vital to Nevis’ due to its high dependence on oil imports.

• Sustainable Tourism is an aspect of SDG       that is of significant 
relevance to Nevis.

• In regard to SDG    , regional and international collaboration are the 
most crucial to Nevis to achieve the SDGs.



7 Pillars of Transformative Sustainability
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The Nevis VLR: 
Current Situation

VLR Launch Workshop findings: SISA

• The primary goal of the SISA is to transition 
Nevis to a Sustainable Island by 2040.

• Food Security and Social Protection & Health 
have been identified as the top two (2) SISA 
Pillars according to their level of importance 
and urgency.

• Energy Transition and Food Security have been 
identified as the top two (2) SISA Pillars 
according to their level of effort and impact.



The Nevis VLR: SDGs Implementation

Key Aspects of Nevis’ SDGs 
Implementation:

Environmental Conservation: 
Nevis is commended for its 
work in environmental 
conservation, including 
initiatives related to 
geothermal energy exploration 
and social protection.

Renewable Energy: Nevis is 
making strides in renewable 
energy, with a focus on 
transitioning to geothermal and 
solar energy sources in order to 
enhance its energy 
independence.

Waste Management: Nevis is 
actively addressing waste 
management challenges, 
including enacting a 
comprehensive plastic waste 
reduction act.

Collaboration and 
Partnerships: Nevis is actively 
engaging with international 
development experts and 
stakeholders to advance its 
sustainable development 
goals.

Health and Wellbeing: Nevis is 
committed to preventative 
healthcare and has made 
significant investments in 
health infrastructure.

Quality Education: Nevis has 
improved its access to quality 
education, inclusion, skill 
development, and the 
incorporation of technology in 
learning.

Clean Water: Nevis is focused 
on ensuring availability and 
sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all, 
through its investments in new 
infrastructure, improvement of 
services and adoption of 
innovative solutions.



The Nevis VLR: SDGs 
Implementation

Specific Initiatives:

• Reforestation programs: Nevis is implementing reforestation initiatives 
as part of its climate change strategy.

• School-based agricultural programs: These programs aim to promote 
food security and environmental awareness among youth.

• Energy Accessibility: The installation of a new 3.8 MW generating unit 
at the Prospect Power Station, helps to enhance capacity and reliability, 
which is crucial for sustainable development.

• Fisheries Management: Continued investments in the capacity of 
fishermen through training and resource provision represent proactive 
efforts to enhance sustainable fisheries practices.

• Sustainable Tourism: Investment in community-based tourist 
attractions and training programs in hospitality and service excellence 



2024 SDG Progress Scorecard for St. Kitts and Nevis
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The Nevis VLR on the SDGs: Conclusion

The VLR is a strategic tool that empowers the Nevis Island Administration (NIA) 
to advance its sustainable development agenda in line with global 
commitments while addressing its unique island context. 

With active participation from all Ministries, Departments and Agencies and 
continued support from the UN Development System, Nevis can accelerate its 
progress towards the 2030 Agenda, ensuring prosperity, resilience, and equity 
for all its citizens.
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