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MINUTES – SUMMARY OF THE MEETING 

 

1. BACKGROUND 

 

At the first meeting of the Negotiating Committee of the regional agreement on access to information, 

participation and justice in environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean held in Santiago 

from 5 to 7 May 2015, the countries adopted the Organization and Work Plan of the Negotiating 

Committee. Such document established the calendar of meetings for 2015, which included two 

intersessional virtual meetings prior to the second meeting of the Negotiating Committee to take place 

in Panama City from 27 to 29 October 2015.  

 

In the Organization and Work Plan of the Negotiating Committee, the countries also agreed that the 

public will have significant participation in the negotiation process in accordance with the provisions 

and modalities set forth in the Santiago Decision and the Plan of Action adopted in Guadalajara, 

Mexico, which shall be reviewed, as appropriate, in order to facilitate their application. 

 

In view of the above, the Presiding Officers of the Negotiating Committee agreed to dedicate the first 

intersessional meeting of the Negotiating Committee to the presentation and discussion of the proposal 

on the specification of the modalities of public participation in the negotiation, prepared by the co-

chairs of the Presiding Officers of the Committee. Pursuant to the Organization and Work Plan of the 

Negotiating Committee, no decisions are to be taken at virtual meetings. 

 

The countries and public were invited to send their comments in writing before the meeting. In 

addition, a deadline of two weeks was given after the meeting to send additional comments. The inputs 

received before and after the meeting are available at: http://www.cepal.org/en/events/intersessional-

meeting-virtual-negotiating-committee-regional-agreement-access-information. 

 

http://www.cepal.org/en/events/intersessional-meeting-virtual-negotiating-committee-regional-agreement-access-information
http://www.cepal.org/en/events/intersessional-meeting-virtual-negotiating-committee-regional-agreement-access-information


Below is a description of the development of the virtual meeting held on 28 July 2015. 

 

Annex 1 contains the list of participants of the meeting.  

 

 

2. DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEETING 

 

In the opening remarks, ECLAC recalled that the regional process began at the United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) with the signature of the Declaration on the 

application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. After a 

preparatory phase, in November 2014 the signatory countries agreed to initiate the negotiation of a 

regional agreement on access to information, public participation and access to justice in environmental 

matters in Latin America and the Caribbean.  

 

It added that the objective of the meeting was to present and discuss the proposal on the specification of 

modalities of public participation in the Negotiating Committee prepared by the co-chairs at the request 

of the Presiding Officers. It also recalled that as agreed in the Organization and Work Plan of the 

Negotiating Committee, the aim was to ensure that the negotiation process had the significant 

participation of the public in accordance with the provisions and modalities set forth in the Santiago 

Decision and the Plan of Action adopted in Guadalajara, Mexico. 

 

Afterwards, the delegate of Chile stated that the Presiding Officers of the Negotiating Committee had 

agreed that the co-chairs would prepare a draft proposal on the specification of the modalities of public 

participation in the Committee to be discussed by the countries and the public at the first virtual 

intersessional meeting. She added that, based on the discussions and written contributions received, the 

co-chairs would prepare a new version that would be presented at the virtual intersessional meeting of 3 

September 2015. She recalled that at intersessional meetings no decisions are taken. However, she 

hoped that the discussion would favour the reaching of consensuses and facilitate the adoption of 

agreements at the second meeting of the Negotiating Committee to be held from 27 to 29 October 2015 

in Panama.  

 

Furthermore, she indicated that the significant participation of the public was at the core of the process 

and that this had been expressed in the Declaration that triggered the process as well as the Roadmap 

adopted at the first meeting of the focal points appointed by the signatory countries of the Declaration. 

She stated that the specification of the modalities of participation were built on what was already 

agreed in the Guadalajara Plan of Action. Three levels of participation were included in the latter: 

attendance, reporting and making statements. 

 

She ended by indicating that written comments on the proposal could be sent by 11 August and that the 

new proposal would be available six weeks before the second meeting of the Negotiating Committee 

for the consideration of the countries. The representative of ECLAC added that all input received 

would be uploaded to the webpage of the process (http://www.eclac.org/en/principle10).  

 

In the discussion following the presentation, participants thanked the co-chairs for drafting the proposal 

and highlighted its importance.  

 

The representative of the International Development Law Organization (IDLO) said that they were 

participating for the first time in a meeting of the process. He underscored that one of the key work 

http://www.eclac.org/en/principle10
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themes of his organization was access to justice and that it was their intention to become actively 

involved in the process. 

 

Members of the public from Chile, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Jamaica and Mexico 

made specific comments to the proposal on the specification of the modalities of public participation in 

the Negotiating Committee. These, they said, had been included in a document sent prior to the 

meeting by The Access Initiative for Latin America and the Caribbean.  

 

The delegate of Mexico stated that they had sent written contributions prior to the meeting and made 

her country’s observations on the proposal on the specification of the modalities. 

 

A member of the public from Colombia stated that great efforts had been made in the framework of the 

process to set standards for the significant participation of the public and that these should be reflected 

at the national level to favour public participation internally.  

 

A member of the public from Chile requested that the delegation of Mexico clarify their comments to 

the proposal of the co-chairs. In particular, clarification was sought on the limitation of the 

participation of the public from other regions of the world in the Negotiating Committee and on having 

the Presiding Officers review that the proposals from the public did not contravene the provisions of 

the negotiation document. 

 

The delegate of Mexico said that in both cases, what it was sought was to optimize the process and 

render it more efficient.  

 

The delegate of Chile stated that, under points 6.1 and 8, the proposal on the specification already gave 

preference to those persons from the region to participate in the Negotiating Committee.  

 

A member of the public from Honduras underscored the importance of public participation in the 

negotiation process. 

 

A member of the public from Colombia also requested clarification from the delegation of Mexico with 

regards to what they considered to be a proposal that would not contradict the negotiation document. 

She also requested that the clarifications be recorded in writing.  

 

The delegate of Mexico stated that they would review their proposal and send an alternative wording to 

clarify this point.  

 

The representative of the public from the Caribbean affirmed the need of guaranteeing the broadest 

public participation possible and proposed to request the Caribbean Community and the Organisation 

of Eastern Caribbean States to support the dissemination of the process and its documents. 

 

A member of the public from Colombia asked about how to participate internally as it was not clear to 

her how this could be done in each country. 

 

The representative from ECLAC replied that each country was competent for their national processes 

and that her message would be sent to the delegate of Colombia.  

 



A participant from Regional Environmental Center praised the document and the process. She stated 

that they hoped to continue building bridges with Latin American and Caribbean civil society. She also 

offered their experience and support in the negotiations.  

 

The delegate of Argentina thanked the comments and asked about point 6.1 as she was unclear as to 

how the presence of the public was favoured. She also asked about how point 6.3 was carried out in 

practice and requested clarification on the incorporation of the proposals of the public into the 

negotiation document provided that one country backed them. 

 

The delegate of Chile stressed that the process had characterized itself by its openness and 

participation. In response to the question made by delegate of Argentina on point 6.1, she specified that 

this was set out in the modalities of attendance. Therefore, it referred to the physical presence in the 

room and without excluding the participation of other regions. With regard to the second point, she 

underscored that, once adopted, the instrument should be applied within each State. As a result, she 

called for increasing public participation internally so that the citizens could become aware of the 

instrument. 

 

In the closing remarks, ECLAC thanked all the participants for their comments. It also stated that 

written comments could be sent in the coming days and that, as all other documents, these would be 

uploaded to the webpage of the process. On the other hand, it recalled that the next intersessional 

meeting would take place on 3 September 2015 and that the second meeting of the Committee would 

be held in Panama from 27 to 29 October 2015.  

 

On behalf of the co-chairs, the delegate of Chile expressed her gratitude and good will and valued the 

contributions of the public in the meeting and the process.  
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Anexo 1 

Annex 1 

LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

A. Países signatarios de la Declaración 

Signatory countries of the Declaration 

 

ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA/ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Maureen Payne, Junior Minister, Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs, email: 

paynep@hotmail.com  

 

ARGENTINA 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Ayelén Ghersi, Dirección General de Asuntos Ambientales, Ministerio de Relaciones 

Exteriores, Comercio Internacional y Culto, email: ygh@mrecic.gov.ar  

 

Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 

- Juan Lattanzio, Dirección de Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio de Trabajo, Empleo y 

Seguridad Social, email: jlattanzio@trabajo.gob.ar  

- Marianne Martinez Riekes, Asesora, Secretaría del Ambiente, email: 

mmriekes@ambiente.gob.ar  

 

CHILE 

 

Representantes/Representatives: 

- Julio Cordano, Jefe, Departamento de Cambio Climático y Desarrollo Sostenible, Dirección de 

Medio Ambiente, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, email: jcordano@minrel.gov.cl  

- Constance Nalegach, Jefa, Oficina de Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente,  

email: cnalegach@mma.gob.cl  

 

COLOMBIA 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Andrea Marcela Alarcón Mayorga, Coordinadora de Asuntos Sociales, Ministerio de 

Relaciones Exteriores, email: andrea.alarcon@cancillería.gov.co  

 

COSTA RICA 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Maríamalia Jiménez Coto, Oficial responsable de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asuntos Ambientales, 

Dirección General de Política Exterior, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto, email: 

majimenez@rree.go.cr  

 

mailto:paynep@hotmail.com
mailto:ygh@mrecic.gov.ar
mailto:jlattanzio@trabajo.gob.ar
mailto:mmriekes@ambiente.gob.ar
mailto:jcordano@minrel.gov.cl
mailto:cnalegach@mma.gob.cl
mailto:andrea.alarcon@cancillería.gov.co
mailto:majimenez@rree.go.cr


Representante/Representative: 

- Natalia Batista, Asesora del Despacho de la Viceministra de Ambiente, Ministerio de Ambiente 

y Energía, nbatista@minae.go.cr  

 

JAMAICA 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Dorlan Burrell Director, Ministry of Water, Land, Environment and Climate Change,  

email: dorlan.burrell@mwlec.gov.jm  

 

MÉXICO/MEXICO 

 

Representantes/Representatives: 

- Alfa Ramos, Directora de Normas de Participación Social, Secretaría de Medio Ambiente y 

Recursos Naturales, email: alfa.ramos@semarnat.gob.mx  

- José Luis Bravo Soto, Director de Atención Cuidadana, Secretaría de Medio Ambiente y 

Recursos Naturales, email: jose.bravo@semarnat.gob.mx 

 

REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Marisol Castillo, Directora Legal, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, email: 

Marisol.Castillo@ambiente.gob.do  

 

 

B. Organizaciones intergubernamentales 

Intergovernmental organizations 

 

 

International Law Development Organization (IDLO) 

- Fabiano de Andrade Correa, Program Coordinator, Latin America, Department of Programs, 

email: fcorrea@idlo.int  

 

 

C. Otros participantes 

Other participants 

 

 

- Adriana do Amaral, Brasil 

- Danielle Andrade, Jamaica Environment Trust, Jamaica, email: dandrade.jet@gmail.com 

-  Ángel Arias 

- Daniel Barragán, Director del Centro Internacional de Investigaciones sobre Ambiente y 

Territorio (CIIAT), Ecuador, email: Daniel.barragan.teran@gmail.com 

- Aria Braz, Brasil, email: dinnyrod@gmail.com 

- Servio Alberto Caicedo, Universidad de San Buenaventura, Colombia, email: 

serviocaicedo@hotmail.com 

- Berta Helena de Buen, consultora, México, email: bhdebuen@mac.com 

- Isabel Calle, Directora Programa de Política y Gestión Ambiental, Sociedad Peruana de 

Derecho Ambiental (SPDA), Perú, email: icalle@spda.org.pe 

mailto:nbatista@minae.go.cr
mailto:dorlan.burrell@mwlec.gov.jm
mailto:alfa.ramos@semarnat.gob.mx
mailto:jose.bravo@semarnat.gob.mx
mailto:Marisol.Castillo@ambiente.gob.do
mailto:fcorrea@idlo.int
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- Carmen Capriles, Reacción Climática, Bolivia, email: carmengato@gmail.com 

- Olimpia Castillo, Comunicación y Educación Ambiental SC, México, email: 

olimpia1410@hotmail.com 

- Sandro Lucio Castillo Trejo, email: scastillotrejo@yahoo.es 

- Erika Castro Buitrago, Universidad de Medellín, Colombia, email: castro.erika@gmail.com 

- Elisa Colom, Fundación Solar, Guatemala, email: elisa.colom@gmail.com 

- Alejandra Cornejo, Cedepesca, Argentina, email: alejandra.cornejo@cedepesca.net 

- Karetta Crooks Charles, Communications and Advocacy Officer, Saint Lucia National Trust,  

Saint Lucia, email: advocacy@slunatrust.org 

- Vanessa Cueto, Derecho, Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, Perú, email: vcueto@dar.org.pe 

- Euren Cuevas Medina, Director Ejecutivo, ONGs Promotora del Principio 10 en la República 

Dominicana, Instituto de Abogados para la Protección del Medio Ambiente (INSAPROMA), 

República Dominicana, email: insaproma2000@yahoo.es 

- Andrea Detjen, CIEDUR, Uruguay, email: adetjen@ciedur.org.uy 

- Berenice Díaz, Fundación Proyecto Comunitario Casa Grande, República Dominicana, email: 

fuprocom@hotmail.com 

- Marcelo Díaz, Presidente, APHISEMA, Argentina, email: marcelodiaz@aphisema.com.ar 

- Tsevetelina Filipova, Senior Expert Participatory Governance, Regional Environmental Center 

International Organization, Hungría, email: filipova@rec.org 

- Aída Gamboa Balbín, Derecho, Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, Perú, email: 

agamboa@dar.org.pe 

- Claudia Lilian García, Argentina, email: dra_garcia_claudia@yahoo.com.ar 

- Natalia Gómez Peña, Investigadora, Asociación Ambiente y Sociedad, Colombia,  

email: nataliagomez@ambienteysociedad.org.co 

- Ana Carolina González Espinosa, Universidad Externado de Colombia, email: 

ana.gonzalez@uexternado.edu.co 

- Carmen Guerrero Azañedo, Directora en Perú, Cedepesca, Perú, email: 

carmen.guerrero@cedepesca.net 

- Jonathan Henríquez, Universidad de El Salvador, El Salvador, email: jonathanahr@gmail.com 

- Javiera Hernández, Centro de Derecho Ambiental, Universidad Andrés Bello, Chile,  

email: javiera.hleal@gmail.com 

- Victoria Laporte de Armas, email: mavicla@gmail.com 

- Joara Marchezini, Article 19, Brasil, email: joara@article19.org 

- Diego Mejías, Coordinador de Proyectos, Alianza Regional por la Libre Expresión e 

Información, Uruguay, email: diego.mejias@alianzaregional.net 

- Miriam Moretz 

- Renato Pellegrini Morgado, Coordinador de Políticas Públicas, Instituto de Manejo de 

Certificación Forestal y Agrícola (IMAFLORA), Brasil, email: renato@imaflora.org 

- Myriam Moris, Ong Zonta International, email: myriam.moris@hotmail.com 

- Lina Muñoz, Universidad del Rosario, Colombia, email: linamma@gmail.com 

- Carolina Neme, GAIA Derecho Ambiental, Uruguay, email: neme.carolina@gmail.com 

- Silvina Nosiglia, Asociación Misionera de Mediación, Argentina, email: silvina@cella.com.ar 

- Marcos Orellana, Director of Human Rights and Environment Program, Center for International 

Environmental Law (CIEL), orellana@american.edu 

- Alberto Pascual, Fundación CoMunidad, Panamá, email: f.comunidad@mail.com 

- Felipe Pizarro, Academia de Derecho Medio Ambiental, Universidad Andrés Bello, Chile,  

email: pizarrovenegasfelipe@gmail.com 



- Carolina Restrepo, Universidad Autónoma Latinoamericana de Medellín, Colombia, email: 

carolinarestrepoabogada@gmail.com 

- Moisés Sánchez, Secretario Ejecutivo, Alianza Regional por la Libre Expresión e Información, 

Uruguay, email: msanchez@alianzaregional.net 

- María Andrea Sanhueza, Chile, email: andreasanhuezae@gmail.com 

- Alberto Sauri, Colombia, email: asauri.aqua@gmail.com 

- Tomás Severino, Director, Cultura Ecológica, México, email: 

tseverino@culturaecologica.org.mx 

- Plácido Silva, Observatorio Ambiental de Bogotá, Colombia, email: placido@colnodo.apc.org 

- Ruth Spencer, National Coordinator, Global Environment Facility Small Grants Programme, 

Antigua y Barbuda, email: rvspencer@hotmail.com 

- Rodolfo Tarraubella, Presidente, Fundación EcoConciencia, Argentina, email: 

rodolfo@tarraubella.com 

- Magdolna Tothne, Senior Expert, Regional Environmental Center, Hungría, email: 

tmagdi@rec.org 

- Pablo de la Vega, Coordinador Regional, Plataforma Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, 

Democracia y Desarrollo (PIDHDD), Ecuador, email: coordinacionregionalpidhdd@gmail.com 

- Clarisa Vega Molina, Directora, Instituto de Derecho Ambiental de Honduras (DAMHO), 

Honduras, email: idamho_05@yahoo.com 

- Patricio Véjar, Foro por el Derecho a la Educación, Chile, email: pato.vejar7@gmail.com 

- Héctor Villaverde, Centro de Formación para la Integración Regional, Uruguay, email: 

hvillaverde@cefir.org.uy 

- Ernesto Villegas, Colombia, email: evrplanifterritorial@gmail.com 

- Pía Weber Salazar, Consejo para la Transparencia de Chile, email: 

pweber@consejotransparencia.cl 

- Marisa Young, Fundación Agreste, Argentina, email: eventos@fundacionagreste.org.ar 

- Sharon Zabarburu, Sociedad Peruana de Derecho Ambiental, Perú, email: 

szabarburu@spda.org.pe 

 

 

D. Secretaría 

Secretariat 

 

Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)/Economic Commission for 

Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 

 

- Carlos de Miguel, Jefe de la Unidad de Políticas para el Desarrollo Sostenible, División de 

Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/Head of the Policies for Sustainable, 

Development Unit, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division, email: 

carlos.demiguel@cepal.org 

- Valeria Torres, Oficial de Asuntos Económicos, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y 

Asentamientos Humanos/Economic Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Human 

Settlements Division, email: valeria.torres@cepal.org 

- David Barrio, Oficial de Asuntos Políticos, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos 

Humanos/Political Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division,  

email: david.barrio@cepal.org 

- Jonna Vihaveinen, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/Sustainable 

Development and Human Settlements Division 

 


