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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 
 

Place and date of the meeting 
 
1. The Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean held its third meeting in Santiago, Chile, on 24 and 25 
May 2004. 
 
 

Attendance 
 
2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following countries members of ECLAC 
which serve on the Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean: Brazil, Chile, Panama, Spain and United States of 
America. 
 
3. Representatives of the following countries members of the Conference were also present: 
Argentina, Canada, Cuba, France, Honduras, Mexico, Paraguay and Peru.  
 
4. Representatives of the following organizations were also present: Central American Monetary 
Council (CMCA), Inter-American Statistical Institute (IASI), International Labour Organization (ILO), 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st Century (PARIS21) and United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
 
 

Chairperson 
 
5. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Máximo Aguilera, Director of the National Statistical Institute of 
Chile, in his capacity as Chairperson of the Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference of the 
Americas of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). 
 
 

B. AGENDA 
 
 
6. The Committee adopted the following agenda: 
 

1. Adoption of the agenda  
 
2. Progress report on the activities of the Programme of International Statistical Work for 

Latin America and the Caribbean, July 2003-June 2005 
 
3. Preparations for the third meeting of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of 

ECLAC: 
 

(a) Guidance with respect to the substantive issues to be dealt with at the third 
meeting of the Conference 
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(b) Agreement on the general content of a programme of international statistical work 
for Latin America and the Caribbean, July 2005-June 2007 

 
(c) Place and date of the third meeting of the Conference 
 
(d) Other matters related to the functioning of the Conference 

 
4. Place and date of the fourth meeting of the Executive Committee 
 
5. Adoption of agreements and decisions 
 
6. Other matters 

 
 

C. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
 
7. At the opening session, statements were made by José Luis Machinea, Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), and Máximo Aguilera, Director 
of the National Statistical Institute of Chile, in his capacity as Chairperson of the Executive Committee of 
the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC. 
 
8. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC welcomed the participants, expressed appreciation for the 
work of the representatives of the countries serving on the Executive Committee for the period 2003-2005 
and emphasized the great significance of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC and its 
Executive Committee for strengthening national statistical systems in the region. The programme of work 
of the Conference for the 2003-2005 biennium included activities aimed at strengthening the quality and 
coverage of statistics on cross-cutting issues of great importance, such as the environment and sustainable 
development, gender equity and science and technology, and gave high priority to monitoring progress 
towards the Millennium Development Goals. 
 
9. The Chairperson said he was pleased to be chairing the meeting, which ensured continuity in the 
work of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC pending the third meeting of the 
Conference, scheduled for mid-2005. He recalled that the objectives of the Conference were to enhance 
the quality, timeliness and transparency of national statistics and to promote cooperation between 
countries of the region and multilateral organizations, and noted the importance of statistics for meeting 
the demands of Governments and civil society 
 
10. The Committee then adopted the agenda and appointed Mr. Louis Kincannon, Director of the 
United States Bureau of the Census, to serve as Rapporteur of the third meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC. 
 
11. Mr. Hubert Escaith, Director of the Statistics and Economic Projections Division of ECLAC, 
representing the secretariat of the Conference, presented the highlights of the thirty-fifth session of the 
United Nations Statistical Commission, which took place from 2 to 5 March 2004. 
 



 

 

3 

Progress report on the activities of the Programme of International Statistical Work for Latin America and 
the Caribbean, July 2003-June 2005 (agenda item 2) 
 
12. A representative of the secretariat presented an overview of the progress report on the activities of 
the Programme of International Statistical Work for Latin America and the Caribbean, 2003-2005. The 
report described the ECLAC cooperation activities in which States members of the Conference and 
regional and international organizations had participated. 
 
13. The delegations that took the floor expressed their overall satisfaction with the progress made 
thus far in implementing the activities. They felt that the progress report should include information on 
the results of the activities carried out in the period under consideration, especially with regard to 
technical material and the recommendations formulated at seminars. 
 
14. The representative of Spain shared information on the following activities: third and fourth 
meetings of government experts on tourism statistics and tourism satellite accounts, which had been held 
pursuant to a memorandum of understanding between the National Statistical Institute (INE) of Spain and 
the Andean Community; training courses and seminars on statistics organized by INE and the Madrid 
office of the European Training Centre for Economist-Statisticians from Developing Countries; and a 
seminar-workshop with the MERCOSUR countries and Chile on the harmonization, strengthening and 
development of statistics. 
 
15. Various delegations underscored the importance of both economic censuses and population and 
housing censuses. They reported on planned activities and requested support from the secretariat for the 
holding of methodological evaluation and regional coordination meetings. 
 
16. The representatives of international organizations attending the meeting said that they were 
interested in participating in cooperation activities in their specific subject areas of health, environment 
and sustainable development and employment. In addition, they wished to support efforts to strengthen 
relations between producers and users of statistical information. 
 
17. A representative of the secretariat thanked the representatives of countries and of international 
organizations for their statements. Their suggestions had been duly noted, and the progress report would 
be rounded out with the available information. 
 
18. A representative of the secretariat gave a presentation on the pilot application of the information 
system on multilateral cooperation activities, which contained details on the different statistical projects 
under way in the region, and reiterated the need for inputs from the member countries. The Committee 
welcomed that initiative and asked the secretariat to make it available to all the countries through the web 
page of the Conference. 
 
19. As agreed at the second meeting of the Executive Committee, a representative of the secretariat 
gave an oral report on the progress achieved since mid-2003 in implementing the International 
Comparison Programme in Latin America and the Caribbean, which was being carried out in cooperation 
with Statistics Canada, the MERCOSUR countries plus Chile and the countries of the Andean 
Community. 
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Preparations for the third meeting of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC (agenda 
item 3) 
 
20. Following an extensive and wide-ranging exchange of views, the delegations identified general 
guidelines for the substantive issues to be considered at the third meeting of the Statistical Conference of 
the Americas of ECLAC, including the development of a training policy and programme, the lessons and 
challenges of the process of monitoring progress towards the Millennium Development Goals from the 
perspective of national information systems and an analysis of national statistical systems and the role of 
national statistical offices. 
 
21. A representative of the secretariat presented a general outline of the programme of international 
statistical work for Latin America and the Caribbean for the July 2005-June 2007 biennium and indicated 
that the objective of the current meeting was to identify not only activities but also mechanisms for 
ensuring that the programme would serve to coordinate the work of bilateral and multilateral cooperation 
agencies with the priorities set by the Conference. To that end, adjustments could be made to the 
programme and its format. 
 
22. The representatives felt that the current format of the programme of work should be retained in 
order to follow current international practices and to identify cross-cutting issues such as training under a 
separate heading. They asked the secretariat to prepare a detailed draft of the programme of international 
statistical work for consideration at the Executive Committee’s fourth meeting. 
 
23. To strengthen the role of the programme of work of the Conference as a catalyst for bilateral and 
multilateral coordination, the delegations asked the secretariat to organize, together with the Chairperson, 
an inter-agency meeting during the third meeting of the Conference. 
 
24. The delegations agreed to hold the third meeting of the Conference in Santiago, Chile, in June 
2005 and requested the secretariat to set the exact date. 
 
Place and date of the fourth meeting of the Executive Committee (agenda item 4) 
 
25. The delegations accepted the offer extended by the delegation of the United States of America, 
subject to confirmation by the Department of State, to host the fourth meeting of the Executive 
Committee in San Juan, Puerto Rico, to make it easier for representatives of the Caribbean countries to 
attend. The Committee requested the secretariat, in coordination with the United States delegation, to set a 
suitable date for that meeting. 
 
26. Lastly, the delegations reviewed the report of the Rapporteur and adopted the following 
agreements. 
 

The Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean adopted the following agreements at its third meeting, 
held at the Commission’s headquarters in Santiago, Chile, on 24 and 25 May 2004: 
 

1. Having reviewed the progress report on the activities being carried out under the Programme 
of International Statistical Work for Latin America and the Caribbean, July 2003-June 2005, 

 
2. Taking into account the conclusions reached in the debate on substantive issues to be dealt 

with at the third meeting of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC, 
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3. Bearing in mind the guidelines for the general content of a programme of international 
statistical work for Latin America and the Caribbean, July 2005-June 2007, and other matters 
relating to the organization of the third meeting of the Conference, 

 
Agrees: 
 

1. To request that the secretariat create permanent links on the Conference web page to the sites 
of the United Nations Statistical Commission in order to promote the participation of the 
countries of the region in the work of the Commission, and also to create links to other 
statistical sites of United Nations bodies and other institutions, such as the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development; 

 
2. To request that the secretariat ensure that future progress reports on the activities being 

carried out under the Programme of International Statistical Work for Latin America and the 
Caribbean include references to the outputs of the activities conducted and disseminated on 
web sites; 

 
3. To review the following substantive issues at the third meeting of the Conference: 

 
(i) Training policy; 
(ii) National information systems and the role of national statistical offices; 
(iii) The Millennium Development Goals and their implications for national statistical 

systems; 
 

4. To entrust the delegations of Chile, Spain and Paraguay with the task of submitting a 
proposal regarding item (i) to the secretariat and the delegation of Mexico with the task of 
submitting a proposal regarding item (ii); the secretariat shall be in charge of identifying the 
countries that are to prepare the proposal regarding item (iii). These proposals are to be 
reviewed and approved at the fourth meeting of the Executive Committee; 

 
5. To request the secretariat to report to the Executive Committee at its fourth meeting on the 

institutional capacity available for conducting the programme of statistical work; 
 

6. To welcome the offer extended by the Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st 
Century (PARIS21) to support the organization of meetings and seminars that consider the 
relationship between national statistical offices and the users of the information they produce 
(including the media, national authorities, members of the private sector and non-
governmental organizations); 

 
7. To welcome also the offer extended by the United Nations Development Programme to 

support, in collaboration with ECLAC, the organization of meetings between environmental 
authorities of the region and statistical offices; 

 
8. To endorse the general guidelines for the programme of international statistical work for 

Latin America and the Caribbean, July 2005-June 2007, and request that the secretariat 
submit a preliminary draft programme of work to the Executive Committee for consideration 
at its fourth meeting; 
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9. To request the secretariat to review, in collaboration with the countries members of the 
Conference which are also members of the Conference of European Statisticians (CES), the 
substantive documentation presented at the last five meetings of CES and to circulate 
electronically among the member countries those documents which are relevant to the region; 

 
10. To welcome with satisfaction the offer extended by the delegation of the United States of 

America, subject to confirmation by the Department of State, to host the fourth meeting of the 
Executive Committee in San Juan, Puerto Rico, in the last two months of the year; 

 
11. To hold the third meeting of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC at the 

Commission’s headquarters in Santiago, Chile, in June 2005; 
 

12. To request the secretariat to organize an inter-agency meeting of bodies belonging to the 
United Nations system and other organizations to review proposals concerning the 
coordination of statistical work in the region based on the regional priorities defined by the 
Conference. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

7 

Annex 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 

A. Estados miembros de la Comisión 
States members of the Commission 

 
 

Países miembros del Comité Ejecutivo de la Conferencia de Estadística de las Américas 
de la Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe 

States members of ECLAC represented on the Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference 
of the Americas of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

 
 
BRASIL/BRAZIL 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Eduardo Pereira Nunes, Presidente, Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia y Estatística (IBGE) 
 
CHILE 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Máximo Aguilera Reyes, Director Nacional, Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas (INE) 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
- Eugenio Alviz, Jefe del Departamento de Precios, Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas (INE) 
- Verónica Pinilla Martínez, Jefa de Gabinete del Director Nacional, Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas 

(INE) 
- René Saa Vidal, Coordinador de Cooperación Técnica Internacional, Instituto Nacional de 

Estadísticas (INE) 
 
ESPAÑA/SPAIN 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Antonio Martínez Serrano, Subdirector, Subdirección General de Relaciones Internacionales, Instituto 

Nacional de Estadísticas (INE) 
 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA/UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Charles Louis Kincannon, Director, United States Bureau of the Census 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
- Victoria Simmons, International Technical Advisor, Population Division, United States Bureau  

of the Census 
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PANAMÁ/PANAMA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Luis Enrique Quesada, Director, Dirección de Estadística y Censo (DEC) 
 
 

Países no miembros del Comité Ejecutivo de la Conferencia Estadística de las Américas 
de la Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe 

Member States of ECLAC not represented on the Executive Committee of the  
Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC 

 
 
ARGENTINA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- José E. Casanova, Administrador Gubernamental y Coordinador de Censos, Instituto Nacional de 

Estadística y Censos (INDEC) 
 
CANADÁ/CANADA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Béla Prigly, Director, International Relations Division, Statistics Canada 
 
CUBA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Rodolfo Roque Fuentes, Director, Oficina Nacional de Estadística (ONE) 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
- Caridad Vidal Barzaga, Jefa, Departamento de Relaciones Internacionales, Oficina Nacional de 

Estadística (ONE) 
- Francisco Alvarez Somoza, Agregado Económico y Comercial, Oficina Económica y Comercial, 

Embajada de Cuba en Chile 
 
FRANCIA/FRANCE 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Victor-Pierre Morales, Encargado de los Programas de Cooperación con América Latina, Unidad de 

Cooperación Técnica Internacional, Dirección de Coordinación Estadística y Relaciones 
Internacionales, Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Estudios Económicos (INSEE) 

 
HONDURAS 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Gustavo Adolfo Saenz Bustamante, Asesor Técnico de la Dirección Ejecutiva, Instituto Nacional de 

Estadística (INE) 
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MÉXICO/MEXICO 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- David Romero Vargas, Director General de Coordinación de los Sistemas Nacionales Estadístico y de 

Información Geográfica, Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Geografía e Informática (INEGI) 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
- Francisco Javier Gutiérrez Guzmán, Director General, Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Geografía e 

Informática (INEGI) 
- Adrián Suarez Hasbach, Analista Económico, Embajada de México en Chile 
 
PARAGUAY 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Zulma Sosa, Directora General, Dirección General de Estadística, Encuestas y Censos (DGEEC) 
 
PERÚ/PERU 
 
Representante/Representative: 
- Cesar Larraín Tafur, Primer Secretario, Embajada del Perú en Chile 
 
 

B. Organizaciones intergubernamentales 
Intergovernmental Organizations 

 
 
Consejo Monetario Centroamericano/Central American Monetary Council 
- Carlos Blanco, Economista Consultor 
 
Instituto Interamericano de Estadística/Inter-American Statistical Institute 
- Evelio O. Fabbroni, Secretario Técnico 
 
Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura (UNESCO)/United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)  
- César Guadalupe, Asesor Regional, OREALC 
 
Oficina Internacional del Trabajo (OIT)/International Labour Organization Office (ILO) 
- Bolívar Pino, Coordinador, Sistema de Información y Análisis Laboral (SIAL), Organización 

Internacional del Trabajo (OIT) 
 
Organización Panamericana de la Salud (OPS)/Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 
- Carlos Castillo-Salgado, Gerente, Área de Análisis de Salud y Sistemas de Información Sanitaria 
 
PARIS21 
- Jean-Paul Vásquez 
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Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA)/United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) 
- Kaveh Zahedi, Coordinador Regional, División de Evaluación y Alerta Temprana, Oficina Regional 

para América Latina y el Caribe 
 
 

C. Secretaría 
Secretariat 

 
 
Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)/Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
 
- José Luis Machinea, Secretario Ejecutivo 
- Hubert Escaith, Director, División de Estadística y Proyecciones Económicas 
- Juan Carlos Feres, Jefe, Unidad de Estadísticas Sociales, División de Estadística y Proyecciones 

Económicas 
- André Hofman, Jefe, Centro de Proyecciones Económicas, División de Estadística y Proyecciones 

Económicas 
- Fernando Medina, Asesor Regional, División de Estadística y Proyecciones Económicas 
- Marcelo Ortúzar, Jefe, Unidad de Cuentas Nacionales, División de Estadística y Proyecciones 

Económicas 
- Dirk Jaspers, Jefe, Área de Información y Capacitación sobre Población, División de Población de la 

CEPAL - Centro Latinoamericano y Caribeño de Demografía (CELADE) 
- Luis Fidel Yáñez, Asesor Jurídico, Secretaría Ejecutiva 
 
 
 


