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 « Women’s Federation of Martinique » (Union des Femmes
de Martinique) founded in 1944 is the oldest Caribbean

feminist association in activity.
* Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) committed to :

* defending women's rights, fighting discrimination and s el Lol
ViOle nce aga | nSt women. Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and Actlorn,
. . . . . e ege Saint-Lucia (90’s)
 offering training and awareness-raising activities on the
prevention of sexist and sexual violence.

* supporting women who have been victims of violence,
providing listening, support and legal advice.

* Entrenched in local, regional and global social mobilizations to
defend women’s rights.

e Affiliated to several international activist and research

networks : “World March of Women”, “CAFRA”, “People’s

s
Health Movement”... "*"{ 1

k. B °‘=-T =\,
https://uniondesfemmesmartinigue.com/ People’s Health Movement, Global Assembly, Argentina,

April 2024
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A historical environmental threat
The chlordecone’s contamination and its health impact
on the French Caribbean populations
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The Hopewell (Virginia, USA) accident

Chlordecone (CLD), discovered in 1951 and marketed from 1958

(Kepone and Curlone) is an organochlorine insecticide. . o
KEPONE

For Control of Certain Ants and Road §
WARN NG : Keep out of reach of chie

See rigkt panel for additional WARNING silenest’
USDA Reg. No. 218-504

“Hopewell occupational exposure” (1966-1974) at Hopewell’s
plant production (Virginia, USA) :

* “Kepone Shake Syndrome” (workers)

LS. Pat. Reissue 24,749
ACTIVE INGREDIENT:
Decachlorooctahydro-1,3,4-metheno-2H-
cyclobuta[cd] pentalen-2-one
INERT INGREPIENTS : :
——

TR  ALLIED CHEMICAL CORPOWN. ‘
[ AGRICULTURAL DIVISION
MORRISTOWN, N.J, USA.

9414 %/
ALTO7A el

* Health consequences of acute/chronic exposure
* High CLD doses identified in blood tests

Production and use banned in the United States in 1976.

Chlordecone classified as a possible human carcinogen according
to the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) in 1979.

Further recognized as reprotoxic, mutagenic, carcinogenic and
environmentally hazardous (GHS).

https://virginiahistory.org/learn/toxic-dust-history-and-legacy-virginias-kepone-disaster
Reich MR, Spong JK. Kepone: a chemical disaster in Hopewell, Virginia. Int J Health Serv. 1983;13(2):227-46. doi: 10.2190/UN1H-RH1N-HO9G-CRL5. PMID: 6189792
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e Used from 1972 to 1993 in the French
Caribbean (Guadeloupe and Martinique) to
control banana weevils in the banana
plantations.

 Banned in continental France in 1990 and in the
French Caribbean in 1993.

* Long-lasting and persistent environmental pollution :

soils,

surface and drinking water,

costal sea zones pollution,

contamination of wildlife and food resources
Contamination of humans

Luc Multiginer, chlordécone et chlordéconémie, Guadeloupe, 11/11/2021
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Main health consequences and gender-related issues

¢ Epidemiological population survey assessing CLD impregnation

CLD ~ 90% of the population impregnated (Santé publique France, 2017)
impregnatio
n

e Women: Increased risk of prematurity (pregnancy outcome)
¢ Children (girls and boys) : Increased risk of neurodevelopmental disabilities

Health e Men: Increased risk of prostate cancer

impacts

e Women < 50 years old: high burden of endometriosis and of breast cancer [0 causal
association with CLD impregnation/exposure ?

Health e Men: Occupational iliness recognized for prostate cancer
research and

policy

https://www.chlordecone-infos.fr/sites/default/files/documents/2018 Synthese_ Chlordecone.PDF
Maudouit M, Rochoy M. Revue systématique de I'impact du chlordécone sur la santé humaine aux Antilles frangaises [Systematic review of the impact of chlordecone on human health in the French West
Indies]. Therapie. 2019 Dec;74(6):611-625. French. doi: 10.1016/j.therap.2019.01.010. Epub 2019 Apr 4. PMID: 31088689.
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SEEEL Political commitment and a strong social mobilization
* Chlordecone exposure L B

multidimensionnal impact : health,
environment, agriculture, economy and
society.

Wit

* Government roadmaps : National plans
since 2008 (Kepone plan I, 11, 111, 1V)

e Reduce the CLD exposure in the French RS

Caribbean populations INFORMER

e “Zero CLD” goal PROTEGER Demostration, February 27, 2021, Fort-de-France,
REPARER Martinique

ey e e

PLAN
CHLORDECONE IV

* Deploy appropriate support measures

* Strong social and political commitment
of activists, unions, feminist and political
NGOs claiming for environmental social

J UStI ce. Plan chlordécone 1V, stratégie de lutte contre la
pollution par le chlordécone, 2021-2027
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Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination
in Martinique
A gender-neutral vaccination policy in schools
to achieve cervical cancer elimination by 2030
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HPV infections-associated diseases affect disproportionately
females as cervical cancer (CC) : 84 % of the total Global strategy to accelerate the

HPV-infections attributable cancers*. e
a public health problem

HPV vaccination : highly effective in reducing the risk of
invasive cervical cancer **

In 2018, WHO launched a cervical cancer elimination
initiative targeting an incidence rate elimination goal below
4 cases/100,000 women (3 pillars)***:

* Vaccination : 90% of girls fully vaccinated with the HPV
vaccine by the age of 15.

* Screening : 70% of women screened using a
high-performance test by the age of 35 and 45.

* Treatment : 90% of women with pre-cancer treated and ,
90% of women with invasive cancer managed. g

bRy,
ﬁ&%:& World Health

Organization

*de Martel C, Plummer M, Vignat J, Franceschi S. Worldwide burden of cancer attributable to HPV by site, country and HPV type. Int J Cancer. 2017 Aug 15;141(4):664-670. doi: 10.1002/ijc.30716. Epub 2017 Jun 8. PMID: 28369882; PMCID: PM(C5520228.
** LeiJ, Ploner A, Elfstrom KM, Wang J, Roth A, Fang F, Sundstrom K, Dillner J, Sparén P. HPV Vaccination and the Risk of Invasive Cervical Cancer. N Engl J Med. 2020 Oct 1;383(14):1340-1348. doi: 10.1056/NEJM0a1917338. PMID: 32997908.
***Cervical Cancer Elimination Initiative


https://www.who.int/initiatives/cervical-cancer-elimination-initiative
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Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination in Martinique
A gender-neutral vaccination policy in schools to achieve cervical cancer
elimination by 2030 -1

Cervical cancer (CC) standardized incidence rate (p/100,000 py) in the French Caribbean (2014)

® Standardized Incidence Rate
WHO Cervical Cancer elimination

-target

Guadeloupe (2008-2014) Martinique (2007-2014)
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Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination in Martinique
A gender-neutral vaccination policy in schools to achieve cervical cancer
elimination by 2030 - 3

HPV Vaccination schedule and strategy (French national recommendations)

Recommandation : HPV vaccination in girls, 14 years (3 doses)
Recommandation : HPV vaccination in girls, 11 years (3 doses)
Recommandation : HPV vaccination in girls, 11 years (2 doses)

Cervical cancer elimination initiative (WHO)

Gender-neutral strategy implementation : extension of HPV vaccination
recommandation to boys

HPV vaccination offered free of charge in schools (1st & 2" editions)



Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination in Martinique
A gender-neutral vaccination policy in schools to achieve cervical cancer
elimination by 2030 - 3

HPV vaccination uptakes (cohort 2011, 1 dose)
before, during, and after the national HPV vaccination school campaign
—arlnigue Gumml Maftimm-continem.‘me — Continentil France sorlentinentd France

Before school campaign
(30/09/2023)

School campaign - 1st phase
(31/12/2023)

School campaign - 2nd phase
(30/06/2024)
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40
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e Many countries have only targeted girls for HPV vaccination for ressources rationale and
epidemiological evidence.
e Gender-neutral (universal) HPV vaccination policy :
* prevents HPV-associated diseases (including invasive cervical cancer) in all.
* amplifies its health impact by its combined direct and herd immunity effects.
* accelerate cervical cancer elimination in females.
* promotes health equity and ethical concerns.
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* In Martinique, HPV vaccination targeted girls from 2007 to 2021 and has become universal since
2021 onwards.

* Gender disparities in HPV vaccination uptakes in the French Caribbean, related to several factors :

* Differentiated HPV vaccination recommendation until 2021 (delayed time to catch-up) ;

* Medical professionals (GPs) induced gender-related HPV vaccination uptake disparities during
medical counselling (French Caribbean survey on HPV vaccination acceptability (Guadeloupe,
June 2023) ;

* Medical counselling (GPs) is one the most crucial determinant in vaccination acceptability : public
health policy should consider careful strategies to avoid gender-orientated recommendations during
counselling for HPV vaccination.

* Bringing vaccination into schools (free of charge) has increased vaccination uptake : successful public
health strategy facilitating access to vaccination.
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