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President of Guyana Dr Irfaan Ali on Monday urged the Caribbean 
private sector to help find a solution to the problems facing 
transportation in the region.

“I will consider it a severely missed opportunity by the regional private 
sector if they cannot form a consortium and use this opportunity that 
Africa Ex-Im Bank is offering to end our regional transport system 
failure,” Ali told the opening of the two-day second AfriCaribbean 
Trade and Investment Forum (ACTIF23).

“And I speak specifically about our maritime transport infrastructure,” 
he said at the forum, being held under the theme “Creating a Shared 
Prosperous Future”.

“We can plant and grow as much as we want. We can do our processing, 
manufacturing, industrial development, we can re-engineer the supply 
chain, but we have to move things, we have to move things throughout 
the region. We must find the solution,” Ali said.
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THE CONNECTIVITY CHALLENGE

STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS



Source: GT Connectivity Tool

Regional Maritime Connectivity at 200,000 feet

Liner Services



Fuente: GT Connectivity Tool
Liner Services

Regional Maritime Connectivity at 70,000 feet



Transport: A 
function of 
Geography, 
Population, and 
Economies of 
Scale
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Main
Transshipment

Hubs in the 
Caribbean



The “Banana” concentrates more than 
80% of transshipment in the region. 
Main trade flows to/from Europe and 
the east coast of the US



Traditional shipping routes
originate in Miami or
Europe to drop cargo in the 
region, returning empty



Need to create incentives 
to reverse the flows to be 
able to have intra-regional 
trade.
The market will not
provide this.



Airline Connectivity: a Similar situation.  Long-hauls to connect some, but not all.
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THE CONNECTIVITY CHALLENGE

THE BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE



The Question is:
“in a region like the 
Greater Caribbean, are 
infrastructure projects
alone the solution?”



The issue of connectivity cannot be 
addressed with infrastructure projects
alone.

“Build it and they will come” without a 
regional master plan can result in several
“White Elephants” in the región.



We need to put the horse in front of the 
cart.  Master Planning for the Region, 
develop transport services in parallel
with infrastructure and digital 
connectivity.

Multilateral organisations, such as the 
ACS and SELA were created for this.      
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THE CONNECTIVITY CHALLENGE

STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS



Regional 
Multilateral/INTER
GOVERNMENTAL 
Organizations





Regional 
Multilateral 
Organizations
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CIRCULAR + OCEAN ECONOMIES = 
SUSTEINABLE DEVELOPMENT FOR THE 

GREATER CARIBBEAN REGION
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH
MUCHAS GRACIAS
MERCI BEAUCOUP
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