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Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on 

Environment and Development (1992)  

1. Environmental issues are best handled with participation of all 

concerned citizens, at the relevant level.   

2. At the national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to 

information concerning the environment that is held by public 

authorities, including information on hazardous materials and activities 

in their communities, and the opportunity to participate in 

decision-making processes.  

3. States shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and participation 

by making information widely available. Effective access to judicial 

and administrative proceedings, including redress and remedy, shall 

be provided. 

Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (1992) 



Signatory Countries A/CONF.216/13. 

POTENTIAL 
IMPACT : 

> 500  MILLION 
PEOPLE 

Mexico

GDP/Cap: 10.528 USD

Population:  124.612 

HDI: 0.756

Guatemala

GDP/Cap: 3.663 USD

Population: 16.382 

HDI: 0.627

El Salvador

GDP/Cap: 4.012 USD

Population: 6.298 

HDI: 0.666

Costa Rica

GDP/Cap: 10.387 USD

Population: 4.821 

HDI: 0.766

Panama

GDP/Cap: 12.714 USD

Population: 3.929 

HDI: 0.780

Honduras

GDP/Cap: 2.456 USD

Population: 8.075 

HDI: 0.606

Ecuador

GDP/Cap: 6.346 USD

Population: 16.144 

HDI: 0.732
Peru

GDP/Cap: 6.535 USD

Population: 31.383 

HDI: 0.734
Bolivia

GDP/Cap: 3.121 USD

Population: 10.737 

HDI: 0.662

Chile

GDP/Cap: 14.418 USD

Population: 18.089 

HDI: 0.832

Dominican Republic

GDP/Cap: 6.673 USD

Population: 10.531

HDI: 0.715 Antigua and Barbuda

GDP/Cap: 13.432 USD

Population: 92 

HDI: 0.783

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

GDP/Cap: 6.673 USD

Population: .109 

HDI: 0.720

Trinidad and Tobago

GDP/Cap: 20.131 USD

Population: 1.360 

HDI: 0.772
Colombia

GDP/Cap: 7.904 USD

Population: 48.229 

HDI: 0.720

Brazil

GDP/Cap: 11.390 USD

Population: 207.750 

HDI: 0.755

Paraguay

GDP/Cap: 4.712 USD

Population: 6.639 

HDI: 0.679

Uruguay

GDP/Cap: 16.813 USD

Population: 3.430 

HDI: 0.793

Argentina

GDP/Cap: 12.783 USD

Population: 43.298 

HDI: 0.836

Grenada

GDP/Cap: 8.573 USD

Population: .107 

HDI: 0.750

Jamaica

GDP/Cap: 5.004 USD

Population: 2.793 

HDI: 0.719

Source:

GDP/ Cap (Dollars at current market prices) and total population (Thousands of persons, at mid-year):

ECLAC (2015) Statistical yearbook of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

HDI: UNDP, 2015. 

Note: The names and boundaries shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Saint Kitts and Nevis

GDP/Cap: 15.510 USD

Population: 56

HDI: 0.752
Dominica

PIB/Cap: 72.51 USD

Población: 73

IDH: 0.7524



Calendar of the regional process (2015-2017) 

5-7 May 2015 

28 July 2015 

3 September 2015 

27-29 October 2015 

  Santiago Decision (November 2014) 

First meeting of the 

Negotiating 

Committee 

(ECLAC, Santiago) 

Intersessional 

meeting (virtual) 

Intersessional 

meeting(virtual) 

Organization and Work Plan of the Negotiating Committee (May 2015) 

Preliminary 

document of the 

regional agreement 

(31 March 2015) 

Compilation text 

prepared by the Presiding 

Officers with language 

proposals (preamble and 

art. 1-10) 

Second meeting of 

the Negotiating 

Committee 

(Panama City) 

2nd/3rd/4th/5th versions of 

the compilation text 

prepared by the Presiding 

Officers 

5-8 April 2016 

Third meeting of 

the Negotiating 

Committee 

(Uruguay) 

9-12 August 2016 

21-25 Nov. 2016 

Fourth 

meeting of the 

Negotiating 

Committee 

(Dom. Rep) 

Fifth meeting of 

the Negotiating 

Committee 

(ECLAC, 

Santiago) 

Intersessional 

meeting (virtual) 

Intersessional 

meeting(virtual) 

31 Jan. 2017 

7 Mar. 2017 

Sixth meeting 

of the 

Negotiating 

Committee 

(Brasilia) 

20-24 Mar. 2017 
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Structure of the  

 negotiation document 

 

 

 

First part 

• Preamble 

• Objective 

• Definitions 

• Principles 

Operative part 

• General obligations (art. 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation, monitoring and evaluation 

Resources 

Rules of procedure 

Institutional framework 

Final provisions 
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decision-making 
(art. 8) 

T
h
ir

d
 p

ill
ar

 

Access to 
justice 
(art. 9) 

Capacity-building and cooperation (art. 10) 



Art. 9 : Access to justice –  

key elements (I) 
9.1 -  Right to access justice 

9.2 - Mechanisms: 

 Mechanisms when access to information has been denied 

 Mechanisms when participation has been denied 

 Mechanisms to deal with infringement of environmental rules and claims relating to environmental 
damage 

 

 9.3 - Guarantees on access to justice  

 Specialized entities 

 Broad active legal standing 

 Procedural measures 

 

9.4 - Defenders 

 Adequate measures to prevent any attack, threat, coercion or intimidation that any person or 
group may suffer while exercising the rights guaranteed by the present Agreement 

 

 9.5  - Facilitating access to justice 

 Measures to facilitate access to justice including: mechanisms to eliminate and reduce obstacles, 
mechanisms to publicize the right of access to justice, use of new mechanisms including virtual and 
electronic ones 

 



Art. 9 : Access to justice–  

Key elements of the negotiation (II) 
 

  9.6 - Disadvantaged groups 

 Consideration to disadvantaged groups, by establishment of support mechanisms 
(including free technical and legal assistance), appropriate channels, assistance in cases 
of difficulties with reading and writing 

 

  9.7: Decisions 

 Ensure that adopted decisions are set out in writing, duly justified and made public 

 

  9.8:  Capacity-building 

 Development of environmental law awareness and capacity-building programmes for 
the public, judicial and administrative officials, national human rights institutions 

 

 9.9:  Regional cooperation 

 Promote regional cooperation for investigation, prosecution and punishment of 
environmental crimes 

 

 9.10:  Alternative mechanisms 

 Encourage the development and use of alternative dispute resolution mechanisms 



Regional public mechanism 
http://www.eclac.org/en/principle10 



Webpage of the negotiating committee 
http://negociacionp10.cepal.org/ 


