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MINUTES – SUMMARY OF THE MEETING 

 

1. BACKGROUND  

 

At the fifth meeting of the Negotiating Committee of the regional agreement on access to information, 

participation and justice in environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean held in Santiago 

from 21 to 25 November 2016, the countries decided to call an intersessional meeting of the Negotiating 

Committee (virtual) in January 2017. Pursuant to the Organization and Work Plan of the Negotiating 

Committee, no decisions are to be taken at virtual meetings. 

 

As agreed by the Presiding Officers of the Negotiating Committee, the objective of the meeting was to 

present and discuss article 10 of the compilation text on capacity-building and cooperation with the aim of 

identifying consensuses and divergences that facilitate the negotiation at the next meeting of the 

Negotiating Committee (Brasilia, 20-24 March 2017). As agreed by the Presiding Officers, the discussion 

was steered by Costa Rica and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. 

 

Annex 1 contains the list of participants of the meeting.  

 

 

2. DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEETING 

 

In the opening remarks ECLAC was thankful for the high participation and presented the objectives of the 

meeting.  

 

Costa Rica, on behalf of the contact group coordinators on article 10 (Costa Rica and Saint Vincent and 

the Grenadines) welcomed participants and highlighted the importance of capacity-building and 

cooperation in the regional agreement on Principle 10. 

 

After a brief presentation of the process, its linkages with the 2030 United Nations Sustainable 

Development Agenda and the benefits of the agreement being negotiated, the delegate of Costa Rica 

presented the central elements of article 10 included in the text compiled by the Presiding Officers (basis 

for the negotiation of the sixth round of negotiations of the Committee). 
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In his presentation, the delegate of Costa Rica explained the elements included in the six numerals of 

article 10 that deal with the following aspects: capacity-building and cooperation with the purpose of 

establishing a framework for peers to share experiences and carry out activities of common interest; 

cooperation to build capacity and strengthen resources to implement the Agreement in an effective 

manner, particularly in least developed countries or Caribbean small island developing States; 

cooperation modalities (such as workshops, exchanges of experts, technical assistance, development and 

exchange of educational and training materials and programmes, voluntary codes of conduct, good 

practices, exchange of experiences, use of committees, councils and public-private platforms); the 

establishment of a clearinghouse on access rights; the promotion and facilitation at the national level of 

training of competent authorities and entities to help them perform their duties under the agreement and 

the promotion of environmental education and public awareness on environmental matters; and 

cooperation with existing global, regional, subregional and national institutions. 

 

The representative of the public, Olimpia Castillo, then presented the main priorities on capacity-building 

and cooperation that, according to the elected representatives of the public, should be maintained and 

strengthened in the negotiation text. In her introductory words, the representative of the public highlighted 

the importance of article 10 on capacity-building and cooperation to ensure the effective application of 

Principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration. She also stressed the need of having societies that are prepared 

for the implementation of access rights to information, participation and justice in environmental matters. 

 

The representative of the public provided language proposals for each numeral of article 10. The 

proposals included consideration to gender equality, affirmative measures for groups in vulnerable 

situations and language clarifications to establish clearer obligations on capacity-building and 

cooperation. 

 

The delegate of Costa Rica thanked the public for their input and stated that their aim was to clarify the 

wording to make it more mandatory and improve the implementation of the instrument under 

construction. In view of the public’s comments, she indicated that countries shall standardize the use of 

some concepts and definitions (such as disadvantaged groups or groups in vulnerable situations) which 

would allow to address some of the issues raised by the public. 

 

She added that the comments received in writing by the countries and those made by participants of the 

virtual meeting would serve to prepare the presentation of the contact group to be delivered on 22 March 

in Brasilia in the framework of the Sixth meeting of the Negotiating Committee. 

 

The delegate of Mexico was also thankful for the presentations and stated that his country supported the 

importance of the matters that had been discussed. He was of the opinion that there were some elements 

in article 10 that should be discussed separately. He added there were two dimensions: the national one 

and the regional one. Furthermore, in his view, the creation of the clearinghouse should be discussed in 

light of the operational articles of the agreement (articles 11 to 25). 

 

Costa Rica thanked Mexico for their comments and recalled that in the afternoon of Wednesday, 22 

march, there would be a presentation of articles 11 to 25 with the aim of favouring a general reading of 

those articles and begin the discussions. She asked Mexico to clarify the differences between regional and 

national cooperation. In her view, the instrument focused on cooperation between countries and the 

exchange of good practices, which was independent from the fact that the countries would have to comply 

with the obligations that stemmed from the agreement. She wondered whether Mexico’s comments had to 

do with the fact that it is a federal country. 
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The delegate of Chile appreciated the presentations and proposals, which would be reviewed in detail. 

She reiterated that for her country capacity-building and cooperation was the fourth pillar and essential in 

the agreement.  

 

Mexico clarified that their proposal was to discuss separately capacity-building and cooperation to 

address these two fundamental issues. Whereas capacity-building was related to the fact that countries 

could improve certain internal aspects, such as legislation, cooperation had more to do with the 

international dimension, such as providing information. Therefore, he suggested to discuss these two 

matters separately. 

 

The delegate of El Salvador also thanked Costa Rica and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and the public 

for their presentations, which would be reviewed in detail. Her country would also send its input on this 

matter. She coincided with Costa Rica on the need of cleaning the text and making it more coherent. She 

highlighted that the building of capacities through cooperation among Parties was fundamental for the 

implementation of the agreement. The experiences of the countries of the region were diverse and 

enriching. 

 

She asked whether cooperation was related to South-South cooperation and whether it excluded the 

possibility of creating synergies with international development aid. She requested further information on 

the clearinghouse. 

 

The technical secretariat explained that the clearinghouse was included in the San José Content and aimed 

to establish a virtual center or improve the current Observatory that the secretariat was implementing. 

Delegations would have to decide, nonetheless, on its final structure, but it was not originally designed to 

be a physical center. As for the question on international cooperation, it added that South-South 

cooperation was essential to implement the agreement. However, any other cooperation – bilateral or 

other types – was welcomed in the region and these were not contradictory but rather complementary. 

 

The Director of the Legal Research Center of Caldas in Colombia pointed out that the center had 

accompanied communities in access to justice and participation. In his experience, article 10 of the 

regional agreement was crucial. He underscored the importance of building the capacity of communities 

to exercise their rights to information, participation and justice in environmental matters effectively. He 

suggested including specific obligations with regard to making information publicly available such as 

publishing the files virtually. This would create a regional standard. He added that it was important to 

strengthen article 10, recalling that participation has time and monetary implications. Another participant 

of the public asked about the comparative advantages of the countries in these matters. 

 

The delegate of Costa Rica said the meeting had been very productive. With regard to the final comment, 

she recalled that this process began in 2012 and that the negotiation document was based in the San José 

Content that countries had agreed on the basis of different input. With respect to the clearinghouse, she 

recalled that one of the first documents developed in the framework of the process was a regional 

assessment that was the baseline of the process. At the last meeting in Chile, countries had also welcomed 

a publication prepared by ECLAC compiling the international human rights standards applicable to access 

to information, public participation and access to justice. Article 10 would therefore come to gather all 

lessons learned since 2012. She also invited Mexico to send a proposal to separate capacity-building and 

cooperation. Such proposal could be reviewed together with the other proposals received and would serve 

as a basis for the discussions during the negotiation round that would take place in Brasilia. She recalled 

the invitation to send comments. 

 

  

3. CLOSING OF THE MEETING  
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To end the session, Costa Rica, on behalf of the contact group coordinators, thanked participants for their 

attendance and ECLAC for its support in organizing the meeting. They reiterated their countries’ 

commitment with the negotiation process and recalled that the presentations would be available at the 

ECLAC webpage: http://www.eclac.org/en/principle10.  

 

The technical secretariat also thanked participants and recalled that all sessions of the negotiating committee 

would be cast live. Participants were thus encouraged to follow the negotiations in Brasilia. 

 

  

http://www.eclac.org/en/principle10
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Anexo 1 

 

LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES 

 

A. Países signatarios de la Declaración 

Signatory countries of the Declaration 

 

 

ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA/ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Ruth Spencer, National Coordinator, Global Environment Facility Small Grants Programme, email: 

rvspencer@hotmail.com 

 

CHILE 

 

Representantes/Representatives: 

- Constance Nalegach, Jefa, Oficina de Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente,  

email: cnalegach@mma.gob.cl  

 

COLOMBIA 

 

Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 

- Juliana Uribe Mejía, Tercera Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, Ministerio de Relaciones 

Exteriores, email: juliana.uribe@cancilleria.gov.co  

- Camilo Andrés Tovar Perilla, Oficina Asesora Jurídica, Ministerio de Minas y Energía, email:  

catovar@minminas.gov.co  

 

COSTA RICA 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Patricia Madrigal Cordero, Viceministra de Ambiente, Ministerio de Ambiente, email: 

vicemi@minae.go.cr 

 

Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 

- Roberto Avendaño Sancho, Oficial de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asuntos Ambientales, Ministerio de 

Relaciones Exteriores, email: ravendano@rree.go.cr 

 

EL SALVADOR 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Sonia Baires, Directora de la Atención Ciudadana, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente  

y Recursos Naturales, email: sbaires@marn.gob.sv  

 

JAMAICA 

 

Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 

- Stephanie E. Forte, Crown Counsel (Ag.), International Affairs Division, Attorney General's 

Chambers, email: sforte@agc.gov.jm  

 

MÉXICO/MEXICO 

mailto:rvspencer@hotmail.com
mailto:cnalegach@mma.gob.cl
mailto:juliana.uribe@cancilleria.gov.co
mailto:catovar@minminas.gov.co
mailto:vicemi@minae.go.cr
mailto:ravendano@rree.go.cr
mailto:sbaires@marn.gob.sv
mailto:sforte@agc.gov.jm


6 
 

 

Representantes/Representatives: 

- Diego Alonso Simancas Gutiérrez, Director General Adjunto para Asuntos Sociales y Económicos, 

Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores, email: dsimancas@sre.gob.mx  

 

PARAGUAY 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Raúl Antonio Montiel Gastó, Ministro, Coordinador de la Unidad de Asuntos Ambientales, 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, email: rgasto@mre.gov.py  

 

PERÚ/PERU 

 

Representantes/Representatives:  

- Juan Carlos Alba Barrionuevo, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 

 

REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Marisol Castillo, Asesora Jurídica del Ministro, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, 

email: marisol.castillo@ambiente.gob.do  

 

URUGUAY 

 

Representante/Representative: 

- Florencia de Castro, Dirección Nacional de Medio Ambiente (DINAMA), Ministerio de Medio 

Ambiente (MVOTMA), email: florenciadecastro@gmail.com  

 

 

B. Otros participantes 

Other participants 

 

 

- Vanessa G. Abanto Bernal, email: vanessabanto1706@gmail.com  

- Adriana do Amaral, Brasil, email: adriana.campinas@hotmail.com  

- Gabriel Araya, Universidad de Chile, email: garaya@ug.uchile.cl  

- Rosa Bastidas, economista, email: iselabastidas@yahoo.es  

- Haydée Bermúdez, abogada, Panamá, email: Haydee.Bermudez@cathalac.int  

- Ariadinny Braz, email: dinnyrod@gmail.com  

- Isabel Calle Valladares, Directora Programa de Política y Gestión Ambiental, Sociedad Peruana de 

Derecho Ambiental (SPDA), Perú, email: icalle@spda.org.pe 

- Olimpia Castillo, Comunicación y Educación Ambiental SC, México, email: 

olimpia1410@hotmail.com  

- María Paula Castro Fernández, Universidad del Rosario, Colombia, email: 

mariapa.castro@urosario.edu.co  

- Andrea Cerami, Centro Mexicano de Derecho Ambiental, México, email: acerami@cemda.org.mx  

- Fátima Contreras, Asistente legal, Sociedad Peruana de Derecho Ambiental (SPDA), Perú, email: 

fcontreras@spda.org.pe  

- Euren Cuevas Medina, Director Ejecutivo, Instituto de Abogados para la Protección del Medio 

Ambiente (INSAPROMA), República Dominicana, email: insaproma2000@yahoo.es 

mailto:dsimancas@sre.gob.mx
mailto:rgasto@mre.gov.py
mailto:marisol.castillo@ambiente.gob.do
mailto:florenciadecastro@gmail.com
mailto:vanessabanto1706@gmail.com
mailto:adriana.campinas@hotmail.com
mailto:garaya@ug.uchile.cl
mailto:iselabastidas@yahoo.es
mailto:Haydee.Bermudez@cathalac.int
mailto:dinnyrod@gmail.com
mailto:icalle@spda.org.pe
mailto:olimpia1410@hotmail.com
mailto:mariapa.castro@urosario.edu.co
mailto:acerami@cemda.org.mx
mailto:fcontreras@spda.org.pe
mailto:insaproma2000@yahoo.es
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- Andrés Díaz del Castillo, Universidad Autónoma Latinoamericana, Colombia, email: 

aandress_cl@hotmail.com  

- Valeria Inés Enderle, abogada, Argentina, email: enderlevaleria@gmail.com  

- Sandra Ferrero, Argentina, email: sandra.ferrero5@gmail.com  

- Tsevetelina Filipova, Senior Expert Participatory Governance, Regional Environmental Center, 

Hungría, email: filipova@rec.org 

- Luis Enrique Flores, arquitecto, Perú, email: lema_flores@yahoo.es  

- Natalia Gómez Peña, Coordinadora del Área de Democracia Ambiental, Asociación Ambiente y 

Sociedad, Colombia, email: nataliagomez@ambienteysociedad.org.co 

- Javier Gonzaga Valencia, Director, Centro Investigaciones Jurídicas, Políticas y Sociales, 

Universidad de Caldas, Colombia, email: javier.valencia@ucaldas.edu.co  

- Ginary Tatiana Gutiérrez Robledo, Consultorio Jurídico Universidad del Rosario, Colombia, email: 

ginary.gutierrez@urosario.edu.co  

- Sandra López, Colombia, email: sandralopezga@yahoo.es  

- Antonio Madrid Meschi, Abogado, Asistente de Proyectos, ONG FIMA, Chile, email: 

Madrid@fima.cl  

- Mauricio Madrigal, Centro Latinoamericano de Estudios Ambientales, Colombia/México, email: 

mmadrigal@celeam.org  

- Joara Marchezini, Oficial de Proyectos de Acceso a la Información, Article 19 Brazil, Brasil, email : 

joara@article19.org 

- Lina Marcela Muñoz, profesora, Colombia, email: linamma@gmail.com   

- María Pérez Alsina, email: mariaperezalsina@gmail.com  

- Carlos Peterson, Miembro Comisión Nacional EITI-RD, Fundación Grupo GEMA, República 

Dominicana, email: carlospeterson@yahoo.com  

- Maria Soledad Porcell, CIAM, Panamá, email: msporcell@ciampanama.org  

- Carolina Restrepo, Universidad Autónoma Latinoamericana. Medellín, Colombia, email: 

carolinarestrepoabogada@gmail.com  

- Sergio Ríos, México, email: lexseriure@gmail.com  

- Cristian Riveros, Gobierno Regional de Atacama, Chile, email: criverosz@goreatacama.cl  

- Magdolna Tothne Nagy, Senior Advisor/Project Consultant, The Regional Environmental Center for 

Central and Eastern Europe (REC) and Participation LTD, email: mtothnagy@teammembers.rec.org 

- Zakiya Uzoma-Wadada, Representative, Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI), Trinidad 

and Tobago, email: zakiyau@gmail.com  

- Ana de Dios Valencia Posada, Universidad de Antioquia, Colombia, email: 

bioeticamedicina@udea.edu.co  

- Hilario Valenzuela Robles Linares, Presidente,  Consejo Consultivo Ciudadano de la Fundación para 

el Desarrollo Sustentable, A.C. México Sustentable, México, email: hilario@fds.org.mx  

- Elda Mariza Valim Fim, Observatório Social de Cuiabá, Brasil, email: eldamvfim@gmail.com  

- Patricio Véjar, email: pato.vejar7@gmail.com  

- José Zagallo 

 

C. Secretaría 

Secretariat 

 

Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)/Economic Commission for Latin 

America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 

- Carlos de Miguel, Jefe de la Unidad de Políticas para el Desarrollo Sostenible, División de Desarrollo 

Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/Head of the Policies for Sustainable, Development Unit, 

Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division, email: carlos.demiguel@cepal.org 

mailto:aandress_cl@hotmail.com
mailto:enderlevaleria@gmail.com
mailto:sandra.ferrero5@gmail.com
mailto:filipova@rec.org
mailto:lema_flores@yahoo.es
mailto:nataliagomez@ambienteysociedad.org.co
mailto:javier.valencia@ucaldas.edu.co
mailto:ginary.gutierrez@urosario.edu.co
mailto:sandralopezga@yahoo.es
mailto:Madrid@fima.cl
mailto:mmadrigal@celeam.org
mailto:joara@article19.org
mailto:linamma@gmail.com
mailto:mariaperezalsina@gmail.com
mailto:carlospeterson@yahoo.com
mailto:msporcell@ciampanama.org
mailto:carolinarestrepoabogada@gmail.com
mailto:lexseriure@gmail.com
mailto:criverosz@goreatacama.cl
mailto:mtothnagy@teammembers.rec.org
mailto:zakiyau@gmail.com
mailto:bioeticamedicina@udea.edu.co
mailto:hilario@fds.org.mx
mailto:eldamvfim@gmail.com
mailto:pato.vejar7@gmail.com
mailto:carlos.demiguel@cepal.org
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- Valeria Torres, Oficial de Asuntos Económicos, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos 

Humanos/Economic Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division, 

email: valeria.torres@cepal.org 

- David Barrio, Oficial de Asuntos Políticos, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos 

Humanos/Political Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division,  

email: david.barrio@cepal.org 

- Fiona Littlejohn-Carrillo, Oficial de Asuntos Económicos, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y 

Asentamientos Humanos/Economic Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements 

Division, email: fiona.littlejohn@cepal.org 
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