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Sixth Regional Seminar on Social Development in Latin America and the Caribbean 

INEQUALITY AND DIGITAL INCLUSION: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
INCLUSIVE SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

 

Side event 

New metrics for old problems: Educational inequality and social mobility 

 

Background 

High inequality, low mobility and weak social cohesion constitute one of the three 
development traps that, according to ECLAC, limit the progress of Latin America and 
the Caribbean towards a more productive, inclusive and sustainable future. Among the 
factors that feed this trap are the weakness of the region’s education and vocational 
training systems — one of its ten major structural gaps — and an essential area of 
transformation and change for advancing towards more productive, inclusive and 
sustainable development (ECLAC, 2024a). 

The region faces a dual challenge in education, related to both coverage and learning 
outcomes. Despite the progress made in recent decades in terms of coverage, 
progression and completion of compulsory education, an inclusion gap persists, while 
at the same time a learning crisis is evident. The document to be launched at this event 
presents new methodological proposals for measuring educational inequality by 
integrating these two dimensions. It was prepared within the framework of the ECLAC 

Date: Wednesday, 17 June 2026 
Time: 4:30-6:15 p.m. (GMT-4) 
Place: Enrique Iglesias Hall 
In-person registration link (required to enter ECLAC):  
https://indico.un.org/event/1023216/registrations/25846/ 
Virtual registration and connection link: 
https://eclac.webex.com/weblink/register/ra423e0fd96e51f1de5b4b8b7064487b5 
The event will have Spanish-English interpretation.  

https://indico.un.org/event/1023216/registrations/25846/
https://eclac.webex.com/weblink/register/ra423e0fd96e51f1de5b4b8b7064487b5
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cooperation project with the Ford Foundation, “Transforming regional development 
models in Latin America and the Caribbean and advancing towards the reduction of 
inequality”. 

This type of analysis makes it possible to monitor educational progress beyond 
averages over time and across levels of education, thereby helping to identify 
comprehensive strategies to address inequality in education. 

Objective of the Panel 

Launch of the Social Policies Series publication “Education, inequality and 
inclusive social development” 

Preliminary agenda 

17 June 2026 
TIME 

(GMT-4) 
ACTIVITY 

Moderator: Daniela Huneeus, Research Assistant, ECLAC 
 
16:30-16:45 Coffee break 

 
16:45-16:50  Opening remarks 

 
Alberto Arenas de Mesa, Director, Social Development Division, ECLAC 
 

16:50– 17:15 Presentation of the document: “Education, inequality and inclusive social 
development” 
 
Daniela Trucco, Senior Social Affairs Officer, ECLAC 
Mariana Huepe, Social Affairs Officer, ECLAC 
 

17:15-18:05 Panel of discussants 
 
Dennis Cáceres, Undersecretary for Technical Affairs, Secretariat of Education, 
Honduras  
Néstor López, Coordinator of the Adolescence Programme, Universidad Pedagógica 
Nacional (UNIPE), Argentina 
Fabio Waltenberg, Professor, Universidade Federal Fluminense (UFF), Brazil 
 

18:05-18:15 Closing remarks  
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Daniela Trucco, Senior Social Affairs Officer, ECLAC 
 


