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1. Introduction  

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, and the 

Sevilla Commitment all affirm science, technology and innovation (STI) as a driver of 

development, underscore the importance of STI policies and actions for achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and reiterate the call to make STI an integral part of 

national development strategies. The Technology Facilitation Mechanism (TFM) and the UN 

Interagency Task Team on STI for the SDGs (IATT) were created to mobilize STI solutions 

for the SDGs, bringing together entities including UNCTAD, UNIDO, UNESCO, UNU-MERIT, 

WIPO, UNDESA, UNEP, ITU, ESCWA, ECA, ECLAC, ECE, and ESCAP, among others. 

Work Stream 6 (WS6) of the IATT is responsible for STI capacity development for the SDGs, 

designing and delivering workshops and training courses on STI policy for policymakers 

and administrators, as well as other interested audiences from academia, the private sector, 

and civil society, with particular attention to developing countries. 

On this occasion, WS6 will deliver a workshop specifically tailored to the Caribbean in 

recognition of the structural vulnerabilities, unique opportunities, climate risks, skills gaps, 

and resource constraints that distinguish STI policymaking in these contexts from the 

general approaches typically addressed in regional trainings. The workshop responds to a 

recurring finding across STI policy reviews in SIDS: these economies cannot build 

innovation systems by scaling down models designed for large, diversified economies. 

Instead, effective STI policy in SIDS starts from existing but underutilized assets — 

including natural resource endowments such as ocean ecosystems — while also requiring 

the institutional capacity to make deliberate, evidence-based choices about where to focus 

limited resources. 

2. Objectives 

For STI policies to effectively contribute to productive transformation and sustainable 

development, institutional capacities must be built to create STI systems that respond to the 

pressing environmental, economic, and social challenges facing small island states. 



 
 
 

    

 
The purpose of this training is to build a shared understanding of how STI policy, 

instruments, and institutional design can be adapted to the specific constraints and assets of 

Caribbean SIDS. Policymakers and practitioners are the target audience. Participants will 

engage in discussion and practical reflection on existing approaches, case studies, and 

national experiences in the design, implementation, and evaluation of STI policy in small 

island contexts. 

The workshop has the following specific objectives: 

• Strengthen national capacities for STI policy design, implementation, and evaluation 

adapted to the structural realities of Caribbean and other SIDS; 

• Recognize the importance of transparent, participatory, inclusive, and evidence-

based STI policy processes, including effective institutional arrangements for setting 

research and innovation priorities; 

• Examine how STI instruments can be applied to strategic sectors where SIDS hold 

comparative advantages — including ocean and marine resource management and 

digital/AI-enabled productive development; 

• Highlight the role of entrepreneurship, productive actors, and delivery capacity in 

translating STI policy into concrete outcomes and identify the conditions for 

effective implementation and evaluation in data- and resource-constrained 

environments. 

3. Content of the Training 

The workshop is structured in three sessions of two hours each, delivered virtually in 

English over three consecutive days. Each session combines a core presentation (or core 

presentations), case studies and country experiences, and a dedicated period for open 

discussion designed to promote peer exchange.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

    

 
 

Day 1 — STI Policy Foundations for Caribbean Economies 

September 8, 10 am – 12 pm (Atlantic Standard Time) 

This session frames STI policy as a distinct challenge for small island economies rather than 

a scaled-down version of frameworks designed for larger economies. The main presentation 

combines a discussion of the conceptual case for advancing STI for sustainable development 

in Caribbean SIDS with an applied example from UNCTAD’s Science, Technology and 

Innovation Policy Review of Seychelles, including institutional approaches to setting 

research and innovation priorities. These analytical and practical perspectives will then be 

anchored by a ministerial view from a Caribbean member State on the priorities and 

challenges involved in STI policy-setting followed by a discussion between participants. 

Moderator: Paul Wander, Division of Production, Productivity and Management, UN-ECLAC 

Time Segment Speaker 

10:00–10:05 Welcome and introduction Miosotis Rivas-Peña, Chief, ECLAC 

Subregional Headquarters for the 

Caribbean  

10:05–10:10 Objectives and framing of the 

workshop 

Marco Llinás, Chief, Division of 

Production, Productivity and 

Management, ECLAC  

10:10–10:40 STI policy in small economies: 

principles, constraints and the 

Seychelles STI Policy Review (title TBC) 

Dimo Calovski, Division on 

Technology and Logistics, 

UNCTAD 

10:40–11:00 Discussion and questions 
 

11:00–11:25 A Caribbean policymaker’s perspective 

on STI priorities and implementation 

(title TBC) 

Hon. Phillip Jackson, Minister of 

Education, Vocational Training 

and Innovation, Digital 

Transformation, and Information, 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines  

11:25–12:00 Discussion and questions 
 

 



 
 
 

    

 
 

Day 2 — Entrepreneurship Policy in Caribbean Small Island Economies 

September 9, 10 am – 12 pm (Atlantic Standard Time) 

This session examines how entrepreneurship policy can support the creation, survival and 

growth of innovative firms in Caribbean SIDS. It begins with an introduction to UNCTAD’s 

work on entrepreneurship development, followed by a substantive presentation on the 

principles and practical implementation of entrepreneurship policy in the particular context 

of SIDS. The discussion will consider constraints such as small domestic markets, limited 

access to finance and specialized skills, weak connections between research and business, 

institutional fragmentation and the high costs associated with reaching external markets. 

Moderator: Ludovico Alcorta, Professorial Fellow on "Technology, Innovation and 

Sustainable Development" at UNU-MERIT, School of Business and Economics, Maastricht 

University. 

Time Segment Speaker 

10:00–10:05 Welcome and introduction ECLAC 

10:05–10:35 

Entrepreneurship policy in SIDS: 

principles, instruments and 

implementation in the Caribbean 

context (title TBC) 

José Antonio Sánchez Rodríguez, 

Division on Investment and 

Enterprise, UNCTAD  

10:35–10:45 Discussion and questions  

10:45–11:10 
Analyzing and strengthening Caribbean 

startup ecosystems (title TBC) 

Pranav Arya, Senior Director of 

Ecosystem Strategy, Startup 

Genome 

11:10–11:20 Discussion and questions  

11:20–11:45 

Jamaica’s BIGEE (Boosting Innovation 

and Entrepreneurial Ecosystems 

Programme) (title TBC) 

Nayaatha Taitt, Inter-American 

Development Bank 

11:45–12:00 Discussion and questions  



 
 
 

    

 
Day 3 — STI Instruments Applied: Sustainable Ocean Resource Management  

September 10, 10 am – 12 pm (Atlantic Standard Time) 

This session examines how science, technology and innovation instruments can support the 

sustainable management and productive use of ocean resources in Caribbean SIDS. For 

these countries, the ocean is a central economic, environmental and strategic asset linked to 

tourism, fisheries, energy, transport, biodiversity and climate resilience. The session brings 

together national and regional perspectives on marine resource management, fisheries, 

ocean science and regional cooperation, and closes by drawing broader lessons on how STI 

instruments can be adapted to small island contexts where coordination, implementation 

capacity and resource constraints are central policy challenges. 

Moderator: Artie Dubrie, Coordinator of the Sustainable Development and Disaster Unit, 

UN-ECLAC Subregional Headquarters 

Time Segment Speaker 

10:00–10:05 Welcome and introduction ECLAC 

10:05–10:20 Ocean resource management – the 

case of Trinidad & Tobago 

Lorraine Barrow, Institute of Marine 

Affairs, Trinidad & Tobago 

10:20–10:30 Discussion and questions  

10:30–10:45 
The application of STI in the 

fisheries sector 

Sanya Compton, Programme Manager, 

Caribbean Regional Fisheries 

Mechanism Secretariat 

10:45–10:55 Discussion and questions  

10:55–11:10 

How STI instruments can support 

the sustainable management and 

productive use of ocean resources 

Dr.  Lorna Inniss, Head, UNESCO-

IOCARIBE Secretariat 

11:10–11:20 Discussion and questions  

11:20–11:35 
The objectives of PROCARIBE+ in 

supporting STI policy directives 

Patrick Debels, Regional Coordinator, 

UNDP/GEF PROCARIBE+ 

11:35–11:45 Discussion and questions  



 
 
 

    

 

11:45–12:00 
Conclusions and workshop 

takeaways 
ECLAC 

4. Participant Profile 

The workshop is aimed primarily at public sector professionals and policymakers working 

across areas of science, technology, and innovation policy in the Caribbean and other SIDS. 

It is intended for professionals entering the field of policy formulation as well as those 

seeking to refresh their knowledge on the subject. 

Ministries and agencies responsible for STI policy in the Caribbean and other SIDS, as well 

as institutions engaged in IATT-related STI projects and activities, will be invited to 

nominate participants, fostering peer discussion. Other interested audiences from 

academia, the private sector, and civil society are also welcome to attend. 

A certificate of attendance will be issued to participants who complete 80% of the course. 

5. Organizing and Participating Entities 

• UN-ECLAC (Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean) Santiago, 

Chile headquarters and Subregional Office in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago 

• UNCTAD 

• UNU-MERIT 

Connection Information 

WEBEX link: 

https://eclac.webex.com/webappng/sites/eclac/webinar/webinarSeries/register/62d25d

a1578b47278a6f7d6e9d0d2ed4 

Reference Time Zones 

10 am - 12 pm: Atlantic Standard Time and Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago. 

11 am - 1 pm: Santiago, Chile 

4 pm - 6 pm: Geneva, Switzerland  

Contact 

Please contact Paul Wander (paul.wander@un.org) with any questions.  

https://eclac.webex.com/webappng/sites/eclac/webinar/webinarSeries/register/62d25da1578b47278a6f7d6e9d0d2ed4
https://eclac.webex.com/webappng/sites/eclac/webinar/webinarSeries/register/62d25da1578b47278a6f7d6e9d0d2ed4
mailto:paul.wander@un.org

