
        

  
 
 
 

1 
 

 

Localization of the Sustainable Development Goals  

and the Role of Voluntary Local Reviews 

in the Latin America and Caribbean Region 
 

Side Event at the Sixth Meeting of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America 

and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development                                            
 

Thursday, 27 April, 2023 

18.00-20.00, Santiago, Chile 

Enrique Iglesias Room 
 

 
Within the framework of the Sixth Meeting of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the 

Caribbean on Sustainable Development to be held in person at the headquarters of the Economic 

Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in Santiago, from 25 to 28 April, 2023, under 

the Chairship of Argentina, ECLAC, the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) 

and the Office of the Resident Coordinator in Paraguay will organize a side event on Localization of the 

Sustainable Development Goals and the Role of Voluntary Local Reviews in the Latin America and 

Caribbean Region. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 
The countries of the LAC region have appropriated the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as a 

State commitment, in broad cooperation with multiple actors, including civil society, youth, the private 

sector, academia, local authorities and legislative authorities, among others. While Voluntary National 

Reviews (VNRs) continue to be the main mechanism for reviewing progress and challenges in 

implementing the 2030 Agenda, as part of their efforts to localize the 2030 Agenda, local and regional 

governments are increasingly engaging in subnational reviews of their SDG implementation, also called 

Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs). While the 2030 Agenda does not mandate these reports, the process of 

preparing them brings multiple benefits to the entities involved and for SDG implementation in general, 

including by contributing to the collection and analysis of timely, accurate and disaggregated data on 

SDG implementation and those left behind at the local level; bringing stakeholders closer to decision-

making processes; strengthening multilevel governance; and fostering the integration of the SDGs into 

local planning.  
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The practice of carrying out VLRs is being taken up not only by capital and large cities but also smaller 

cities, provinces, and districts, including in rural areas. At the same time, Member States are increasingly 

linking national and local voluntary reviews, strengthening multilevel governance and vertical 

coordination to accelerate SDG implementation. 

 

PARTICIPANTES 

 
Participants in this event will include national and local authorities from the Latin America and 

Caribbean region that have been involved in efforts towards the localization of the SDGs and/or the 

preparation of Voluntary National Reviews and Voluntary Local Reviews; Resident Coordinators of the 

UN system and representatives from their offices and other UN system officials, including DESA and 

ECLAC, as well as other stakeholders, such as civil society and members of academia.  

 

GOAL OF THE EVENT 

 
The main goal of the side event is to share good practices and experiences, as well as innovative 

approaches to overcoming challenges faced in the formulation and preparation of the VLRs to 

implement and monitor the 2030 Agenda at local level, and to improve vertical integration at local, 

national, regional and global levels.  

 

OUTCOMES 

 
Expected outcomes of this workshop include:  

• Increased regional dialogue, peer learning and exchange of good practices in the formulation, 

dissemination, and presentation of VLRs, as well as in local responses to the COVID-19 pandemic 

and its interlinkages with the implementation of the SDGs.  

• Strengthened capacities of participants to link national and local efforts and identify their 

contribution to the VNR process. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 
The workshop will be conducted in a spirit of peer-to-peer learning by encouraging the sharing of 

concrete experiences from local and national authorities. Panelists will be invited to make presentations 

based on guiding questions, followed by interactive discussions to encourage dialogue and exchange 

among all participants.  
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Programme 

 
18:00-18:15  Opening Remarks 

- Ms. Silvia Hernández, Chief of Staff, Office of the Executive Secretary, 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 

- Ms. Carol Pollack, Inter-Regional Advisor, Division for Sustainable 

Development Goals, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

 

Presenter – Mareike Eberz, Economic Affairs Officer, Office of the Executive 

Secretary, ECLAC 

 

18:15-19:30  
 
 

Moderator – Humberto Soto, Social Affairs Officer, Subregional 
Headquarters in Mexico, ECLAC 
 
Perspectives from national governments 
- H.E. Carmen Ubaldi, Minister Executive Secretary, Technical Planning 

Secretariat, Republic of Paraguay  

- Ms. Marisol Merquel, President and Mr. Matías Sotomayor, Director 

General of International Relations and Institutional Communications, 

National Council for Coordination of Social Policy, Argentina 

- Ms. Ana Montaño Medina, Director General, Secretariat of Economics, 

México  

- Ms. Latoya Clarke, Programme Director/Focal Point, Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), Planning Institute of Jamaica 

 

Perspectives from Local Governments 
- Ms. Carmen Paz Rodriguez, Mayor of the Municipality of San Nicolás, 

Department of Santa Bárbara, Honduras; President of the National 

Municipality Association of Honduras (AMHON) Gender Committee 

- Ms. Fabiana Alfaya, Subsecretary for Sustainable Development, 

Municipality of Loma de Zamora, Argentina 

- Ms. Yenny Franco, Director of Strategic Planning and Systemization, 

Municipality of Filadelfia, Paraguay  

 
Perspectives from Civil Society 
- Mr. Magner Adolfo Estrada Barrera, Executive Director, FUNDESEM, 

Guatemala 

  

19:30-19:55  Interactive Q & A 
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19:55-20.00  Closing of the Side Event 
- Ms. Valeria Torres, Officer-in-charge Public Management and Open 

Government Area, ILPES, ECLAC 

 
Guiding Questions 

➢ What innovative approaches have been taken to raise awareness on and demystify the SDGs at 

local level? 

➢ What experiences, challenges and innovative approaches can be shared in terms of:  

o Fostering participatory approaches to the preparation of VLRs that “leave no one 

behind”? 

o Gathering information and data relevant to SDGs at local level? 

➢ What are some of the main challenges and bottlenecks for effective implementation of the SDGs 

at local level?  

➢ What type of capacity building and support is required to ensure that cities, local authorities, 

and communities are empowered and equipped to implement the SDGs?  

➢ How can VLRs bolster local action to achieve the SDGs? 

➢ What can we learn from the increasing number of VLRs being carried out in the region of Latin 

America and the Caribbean? 

➢ How do VLRs and Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) inform, complement, and strengthen each 

other? 

➢ What positive examples exist of dialogue between the national and local levels in terms of SDG 

implementation? 

➢ How can VNRs and VLRs strengthen cross-border cooperation?  

➢ What successful examples exist of VLRs supporting the elaboration of integrated policies and 

coordination within government? 

➢ How can VLRs serve as a catalyst for increased engagement with key stakeholders, including 

indigenous communities, and facilitate dialogue between different levels of government? 

 

 

 


