i ST
\Q\ ”‘u’ mmsmgz
DE L'EUROPE
Nf,’ \ GOBIERNO ET DES AFFAIRES
DE COSTA RICA EH:ANGERES
Egalité
CEPAL

Regional Blue Talk: Latin America and the Caribbean
On the Road to the Third United Nations Ocean Conference 2025

Organized by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
and the Embassies of Costa Rica and France in Chile

CONCEPT NOTE AND DRAFT AGENDA

Format: Virtual (with prior registration)
Date: Tuesday, May 13, 2025
Time: 10:00 — 14:00 (Santiago, Chile)/ 8:00- 12:00 (Costa Rica)/ 16:00 — 20:00 (France)

https://eclac.webex.com/weblink/reqgister/r8f5122b3b2119690932f0819926c07 1a

Registration:

. Background

The ocean plays a key role in the sustainable development of Latin America and the Caribbean
by sustaining biodiversity and its services, contributing to food security, and generating
employment in sectors such as fisheries, tourism, and maritime transport. More than 27% of the
region’s population lives in coastal areas, and in 23 countries, the marine territory exceeds the
land area, highlighting its strategic importance for both the economy and the well-being of the
population. However, overfishing, pollution, and the impacts of climate change have degraded
marine ecosystems, reducing their capacity to sustain productivity, livelihoods, and the resilience
of coastal communities.

In response to these challenges, the Third United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC 3) will take
place in Nice, France, from 9 to 13 June 2025, under the theme “Accelerating action and
mobilizing all actors to conserve and sustainably use the ocean.” The conference aims to advance
the adoption of urgent and additional actions for the conservation and sustainable use of the
ocean, seas, and marine resources, as well as to identify financing and cooperation mechanisms
to support their implementation within the framework of Sustainable Development Goal 14 (SDG
14) of the 2030 Agenda.

In this context, the governments of Costa Rica and France, as co-presidents of UNOC 3, have
identified three priority areas of work:
(i) Promoting the successful conclusion of multilateral ocean-related processes;
(i) Encouraging stakeholder engagement in support of a sustainable blue economy;
(iii) Strengthening the production and dissemination of ocean science to support informed
decision-making.

This Regional Blue Talk is part of the 2024—-2025 France-ECLAC cooperation programme.

Il. Objectives

As part of the preparations for UNOC 3, the Regional Blue Talk for Latin America and the Caribbean,
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organized by ECLAC in collaboration with the Embassies of Costa Rica and France in Chile, aims to:

e Provide a space for dialogue in which experts, governments, and key stakeholders can identify
priorities, share experiences, and formulate recommendations to contribute to a more coordinated
regional position.

e Jointly explore the most pressing challenges in the sustainable management and use of the ocean
and generate inputs that can strengthen marine governance in the region.

e Highlight subregional and regional specificities and challenges and promote the identification of
innovative and collaborative solutions to effectively address them.

e Serve as a preparatory space for the region’s participation in UNOC 3.

Ill. Format

The event will consist of three panels that will address, in a systemic manner, the challenges under SDG
14: Towards Sustainable Fisheries and Effective Ocean Governance; The Transition to a Sustainable Blue
Economy in the Context of Climate Change; and Action, Cooperation, and Governance for a Clean and
Healthy Ocean.

Each panel will be structured in three parts. The first, led by ECLAC, will present a brief, evidence-based
regional diagnostic on the topics to be addressed. The second will provide space for questions and
comments from government participants. The third will feature a short roundtable with various public and
private actors, aimed at fostering a strategic dialogue on the evidence presented from their respective
perspectives. These discussions will help identify key challenges, synergies, and opportunities, with a view
to generating concrete recommendations to strengthen the region’s voice at UNOC 3.

A cross-cutting focus throughout all panels will be the role of science and knowledge as a driver of action
and as the basis for public policy in sustainable development. This includes capacity-building, marine
technology transfer, and regional and subregional cooperation. These elements are essential to identify
effective, knowledge-based solutions adapted to the needs and specific contexts of Latin America and the
Caribbean within the broader challenges of development, climate change, and the biodiversity crisis.

IV. Additional Information

The Regional Blue Talk for Latin America and the Caribbean is open to the public. Interested participants
are kindly invited to register in advance.

Registration: https://eclac.webex.com/weblink/register/r8f5122b3b2119690932f0819926c07 1a

For more information, please contact: marcia.tambutti@un.org, carla.lopez@un.org and
naja.vargasnoriega@un.org.

V. Preliminary agenda

Time (Chile) Agenda
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10:00- 10:20

Opening Session: Towards a Regional Agenda for the Ocean
Welcome and introduction by high-level authorities.

Master of Ceremonies: Gerardo Mendoza, Head, Project Management Unit -
ECLAC

e José Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs, Executive Secretary of ECLAC.

e Gina Guillén Grillo, Director General of Foreign Policy and Presidential Envoy for
the Ocean of Costa Rica

10:20 - 11:27

Panel 1. Towards Sustainable Fisheries and Effective Ocean Governance
Evidence and dialogue on strategies for sustainable fisheries management, the
elimination of harmful subsidies, and cooperation for the traceability of marine
products.

Moderator: Rayén Quiroga, Head of the Water and Biodiversity Unit, DNR, ECLAC
(WBU, DNR)

Evidence and brief diagnostic of regional trends: Marcia Tambutti, WBU, DNR
Multi-stakeholder roundtable
e Javier Villanueva, Senior Officer, Fisheries and Aquaculture, FAO

e Alice Tipping, Director, Trade and Sustainable Development, International
Institute for Sustainable Development (lISD)

e Zoila Bustamante, President of the National Confederation of Artisanal
Fishers of Chile (CONAPACH) and of the Latin American Union of Artisanal
Fisheries (ULAPA)

¢ Noemi Espinoza Madrid, Secretary General, Association of Caribbean
States (ACS)

Intervention by government & international agencies aimed at highlighting
voluntary commitments and shared visions that present opportunities for the
region.

Closing remarks by the moderator.

11:35 - 12:50

Panel 2. The Transition Towards a Sustainable Blue Economy in the Context of
Climate Change

Analysis of ocean- and marine resource-based solutions in the context of climate
change, including sustainable tourism, marine renewable energy, maritime
transport, sustainable financing mechanisms, and regulations to advance a blue
economy in the region.

Moderator: Adriana Bonilla, Director, Climate Change Department (DCC), Ministry
of Environment and Energy, Costa Rica.

Evidence and brief diagnostic of regional trends: Rayén Quiroga, WBU, DNR.

Multi-stakeholder roundtable
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e Karen Colin de Verdiere, Expert in Blue and Agro Economy, French
Development Agency

¢ Andrés Cisneros-Montemayor, Deputy Director, Nippon Foundation Ocean
Nexus Program

e Michelle Gabina Arrocha, General Coordinator, Network of Women in
Maritime Authorities of Latin America

Intervention by government & international agencies, aimed at highlighting
voluntary commitments and shared visions that present opportunities for the
region.

Closing remarks by the moderator.

12:50 — 13:55

Panel 3. Action, Cooperation, and Governance for a Clean and Healthy Ocean
Evidence and dialogue on cooperation strategies to reduce marine pollution,
implement multilateral and subregional agreements such as the LBS Protocol,
RAPMalLi, and PROCARIBE+, inter alia, and advance initiatives for the restoration of
critical ecosystems —including mangroves, coral reefs, and seagrass beds— among
other strategies aimed at restoring and strengthening livelihoods and development
in the countries of the region.

Moderator: Francoise Gaill, Scientific Advisor at the Directorate of the French
National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), President of the Ocean Sustainability
Foundation, and Vice President of the Ocean and Climate Platform

Evidence and brief diagnostic of regional trends: Naja Vargas, WBU, DNR

Multi-stakeholder roundtable
e Vidar Helgesen, Executive Secretary of the IOC, Intergovernmental

Oceanographic Commission (IOC/UNESCO) and Assistant Director-General
of UNESCO

e Nayat Sanchez Pi, Director, French Institute for Research in Computer
Science and Digital Technologies

e Alexandra Fischer, Senior Technical Advisor, Nature Hub Environment &
Energy Team Regional Hub for LAC

¢ Nelson Vasquez Farreaut, Founder and Director, “Cientificos de la Basura”

Intervention by government & international agencies, aimed at highlighting
voluntary commitments and shared visions that present opportunities for the
region.

Closing remarks by the moderator.

13:55- 14:00

Closing Session. Latin America and the Caribbean in the Lead-Up to UNOC 3
and the Future of Our Ocean

e Javier Medina, Deputy Executive Secretary, ECLAC
e Renaud Collard, First Counsellor, Embassy of France in Chile.
e Adriana Murillo, Ambassador, Embassy of Costa Rica in Chile.
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