
 

 
 

WORKSHOP  

“Access to justice: Tools for investigating, judging, and sanctioning attacks and threats against 
environmental defenders” 

In recognition of Isidro Baldenegro, indigenous environmental defender from Chihuahua, Mexico1 

Thursday 10 April 2025, 9:00-12:30 am, Main Room 

(with live streaming) 

REGISTRATION 

1. Organized by OHCHR and ECLAC. 

 

2. Background:  

Article 9, paragraph 3 of the Escazú Agreement states that States are required to take “appropriate, 

effective and timely measures” to investigate and punish attacks, threats or intimidation that human 

rights defenders in environmental matters may suffer in the exercise of the rights contemplated in the 

Agreement. 

This obligation to respond or ex post2 to attacks or threats against human rights defenders in 

environmental matters is consistent with the relevant universal treaties and international human rights 

instruments3, which identify among their main elements: due diligence in investigating, that is, 

investigations that are independent, impartial, prompt, exhaustive, effective, reliable and transparent4, 

 
1 2005 Goldman Prize Winner, Isidro Baldenegro: https://www.goldmanprize.org/recipient/isidro-baldenegro/  
2 ECLAC, Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Access to Justice in Environmental 
Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean. Implementation Guide, 2022, LC/TS.2021/221, available at: 
https://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/news/files/21-00641_pfc-white_paper-
escazu_implementation_guide.pdf 
3 See United Nations, Situation of Human Rights Defenders: Note by the Secretary-General (A/71/281), New York, 
2016; Human Rights Committee, “General Comment No. 36. Article 6: Right to life” (CCPR/C/GC/36), New York, 
2019; United Nations, Situation of Human Rights Defenders: Note by the Secretary-General (A/74/159), New York, 
2019; United Nations, Human Rights Obligations Relating to the Enjoyment of a Safe, Clean, Healthy and 
Sustainable Environment: Note by the Secretary-General (A/75/161), New York, 2020; Human Rights Committee, 
"General Comment No. 31 [80]: Nature of the General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant" 
(CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.13), New York, 2004. 
4 United Nations, Situation of Human Rights Defenders: Note by the Secretary-General (A/74/159), New York, 2019. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccMDnacnCzx5OlbVj0sSjJApUMU1VM0NKREoyV0haMEtYRFFaTlUxTVJYVy4u&route=shorturl
https://www.goldmanprize.org/recipient/isidro-baldenegro/
https://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/news/files/21-00641_pfc-white_paper-escazu_implementation_guide.pdf
https://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/news/files/21-00641_pfc-white_paper-escazu_implementation_guide.pdf


 

 
the possibility of obtaining full reparation5, the obligation of the State to take measures to prevent similar 

violations from occurring in the future (or guarantees of non-repetition)6, and the enactment of necessary 

measures to protect witnesses, victims and their families, and those conducting investigations from 

threats, aggression and any act of reprisal. 

However, in order to fulfill this obligation to investigate, prosecute and sanction these cases correctly in 

accordance with the principles of due diligence and the provisions of the Escazú Agreement, it is 

necessary to take measures to strengthen the capacities of the State, its institutions and justice 

operators, but also of the other actors involved in these processes, including the victims themselves and 

their families. 

This was recognized in Decision III/2 of COP3 held in 2024, which approved the Action Plan on Human 

Rights Defenders in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean7, which included among 

its priority areas the strengthening of capacities and cooperation of the Parties and all relevant actors, 

and thus provided for training activities and dialogues aimed at justice operators, such as judges and 

prosecutors, human rights defenders, lawyers, and members of key institutions in the functioning of 

prevention, protection and sanction mechanisms, among others. 

This training workshop is based on the report “Good practices and challenges in the investigation of 

crimes committed against human rights defenders and journalists”, prepared by the Mexico Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in 20238. The report is a case study that serves as 

technical input intended, above all, for administrators and law enforcement officers, public policy 

decision-makers, and other relevant actors to assist in the processes of building and strengthening the 

institutional framework related to access to justice, and to promote the protection of human rights 

defenders and journalists. 

 
5 Full reparation may consist of measures of compensation, restitution, rehabilitation and satisfaction, "including 
public apologies and official testimonies, guarantees of non-repetition, and reform of applicable laws and practices, 
as well as prosecution of perpetrators of human rights violations". See Human Rights Committee, "General 
Comment No. 31 [80]: Nature of the general legal obligation imposed on States parties to the Covenant" 
(CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.13), New York, 2004. 
6 See Human Rights Committee, "General Comment No. 31 [80]: Nature of the general legal obligation imposed 
on States parties to the Covenant" (CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.13), New York, 2004. 
7 Decision III/2 Action Plan on human rights defenders in environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean 
https://acuerdodeescazu.cepal.org/cop3/sites/acuerdodeescazucop3/files/2400669e_cop.ez3_decisions_adopted_
6_may.pdf  
8 Mexico Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 2023. Good practices and challenges 
in the investigation of crimes committed against human rights defenders and journalists: 
https://hchr.org.mx/wp/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/InformeONUDH_BuenasPracticasYDesafios_web.pdf  

https://acuerdodeescazu.cepal.org/cop3/sites/acuerdodeescazucop3/files/2400669e_cop.ez3_decisions_adopted_6_may.pdf
https://acuerdodeescazu.cepal.org/cop3/sites/acuerdodeescazucop3/files/2400669e_cop.ez3_decisions_adopted_6_may.pdf
https://hchr.org.mx/wp/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/InformeONUDH_BuenasPracticasYDesafios_web.pdf


 

 
3. Objective of the workshop:  

The aim of this workshop is to contribute to the implementation of the Action Plan on Human Rights 

Defenders in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean, and to provide key actors with 

tools to identify and promote good practices in the investigation of crimes committed against human 

rights defenders. 

4. Profile of participants: 

This workshop is aimed at individuals, groups or organizations that promote and defend human rights in 

environmental matters, journalists and communicators, judicial officers such as judges and prosecutors, 

lawyers, members of other national institutions that are key to the functioning of mechanisms for the 

care, prevention, investigation and punishment of attacks against human rights defenders, as well as 

other actors and individuals linked to these processes. 

Interested parties please sign up at the following REGISTRATION 

5. Maximum capacity: 80 participants. 

6. Language: Spanish and English (with interpretation).  

7. Methodology and agenda:  

Time Event Description Duration Speakers 

First part 

9:00-9:25 Welcome and 
introduction 
 
Moderated by: Carlos 
de Miguel, ECLAC 

“Main obligations 
contained in Article 9 of the 
Escazú Agreement. Brief 
reflections on the 
implementation of the 
third paragraph.” 
 

• 10 minutes 
each 

• 25 minutes 
in total 

 

-Hon. Mr. 
Justice 
Winston 
Anderson. 
Caribbean 
Court of 
Justice 
-Marcelo 
Cousillas, 
Chair of the 
Presiding 
Officers of the 
Escazú 
Agreement 
-Rita Joseph-
Olivetti. 
Former judge 
of Eastern 
Caribbean 
Supreme 
Court. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccMDnacnCzx5OlbVj0sSjJApUMU1VM0NKREoyV0haMEtYRFFaTlUxTVJYVy4u&route=shorturl


 

 
Member of the 
CSIC of the 
Escazú 
Agreement. 
 

9:25-9:50 Presentation of the 
Report: “Good practices 
and challenges in the 
investigation of crimes 
committed against 
human rights defenders 
and journalists”. 
 

Brief explanation of the 
preparation of the Report 
(context, objective, cases, 
general conclusions) 
 

25 Minutes Ricardo 
Neves, 
OHCHR – 
México 

9:50- 
10:05 

 
Q&A about the report 

10:05-
10:30 

Multi-stakeholder 
dialogue with experts 
 
Moderated by: David 
Barrio, ECLAC 

Experts share their 
experiences of good and 
bad practices relating to 
due diligence and 
guarantees of access to 
justice in cases of attacks 
against HRDs 

5 minutes each (25 
en total) 

-Felipe 
Romero, 
Environmental 
and Human 
Rights Lawyer, 
Mexican 
Center for 
Environmental 
Law (CEMDA), 
Mexico. 
-Erika Castro, 
Delegate 
Defender for 
Collective and 
Environmental 
Rights. 
People's 
Defender's 
Office of 
Colombia. 
- H.H Sunil 
Sookraj, 
Chairman of 
the 
Environmental 
Commission of 
Trinidad & 
Tobago 



 

 
- Leonardo 
Menin, 
Prosecutor, 
Center for the 
Support of 
Human Rights 
and the 
Protection of 
Vulnerable 
Groups of the 
Public 
Prosecutor's 
Office of the 
State of Rio 
Grande do Sul. 
Brazil (tbc) 

10:30-
10:45 

Coffee break  

Second Part 
Breakout Goups 

10:45-
11:00 

Explanation of the 
Report's Indicators 
(OHCHR) 
 

Selected indicators: 
(5) Comprehensiveness 
(6) Openness of judicial 
operators to fluid 
communication and 
accountability with legal 
advisors and/or victims 
(34) Analysis of facts, 
previous complaints and 
context directly linked to 
the victim and other 
relevant actors in the 
process 
(37) Generation, 
prioritization and 
exhaustion of 
hypotheses/lines of 
investigation oriented to 
journalistic work and/or the 
defense of human rights 
(85) Public Prosecutor's 
Office requires 
precautionary measures or 
referral of victims, family 
members and/or other 
relevant procedural 

15 Minutes Ricardo, 
Neves, 
OHCHR – 
México 



 

 
subjects to other 
protection instances 
  

11:00-
11:10 

Presentation of the 
exercise in groups 
 

Participants are divided 
into groups by indicators 
(maximum 6-10 people) 
and explanation of the 
methodology 

10 minutes Ricardo Neves 
y Sara Nuero, 
OHCHR  

11:10-
12:00 

Exchange of 
experiences and design 
of advocacy strategies  
 

Group discussion: 
1. Preparation 
Choose a rapporteur 
2. Sharing experiences 
Which of these good 
practices apply in my 
country or community? (10 
minutes) 
What are the main 
challenges to meeting 
these indicators in my 
country or community? (10 
minutes) 
3. Advocacy strategy. 
Objective: Formulate 
concrete proposals to 
strengthen capacities to 
meet these indicators in 
the investigation of these 
crimes. What should the 
state do to achieve this? 
(10 minutes) What can I 
do? 
3. Advocacy strategy. 
Objective: Formulate 
concrete proposals to 
strengthen capacities to 
comply with these 
indicators in the 
investigation of these 
crimes. 
What should the State do 
to achieve this? (10 
minutes) 
What can I and my group 
do? (10 minutes) 
 

 50 minutes Facilitators: 
-Ricardo 
Neves  
-Sara Nuero 
-Gabriela 
Burdiles 
-David Barrio 
-Francisca 
Aguilar 



 

 
12:00-
12:30 

Plenary Sharing of the main 
elements of the strategies 
agreed in each group 

30 minutes Sara Nuero y 
Ricardo 
Neves, 
OHCHR 

  Closing  Gabriela 
Burdiles, 
ECLAC 

 

 


