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International Development  Research Centre (IDRC)

Established in 1970, Canada’s IDRC is a Crown corporation. As part of Canada’s foreign affairs and 
development efforts, IDRC champions and funds research and innovation within and alongside 
developing regions to drive global change. Climate action and achieving gender equality are 
long-standing priorities in our work supporting research and innovation within and alongside 
developing regions to drive global change.

 Invest in high-quality research 
and innovation in developing 

countries  

Share knowledge for greater uptake 
and use Mobilize alliances for impact 





4 pillars of work

Conceptual framework 
on the intersection of 
care and climate crises

Support practices 
at the intersection 
of care work and 
climate action: 1125 
proposals recieved 

PAR with fund 
grantees to foster 
learning from these 
solutions to make 
the climate-care 
nexus visible and 
understood 
LAC: UNSAM
SSA: Wits University

Inform and engage 
in national and 
global policy 
debates – eg COP

Theoretical 
research and 
common 
understanding

Grassroot and 
ecofeminist 
practices & 
funding

Applied 
Research

Inform and 
engage



CLIMATE CHANGE (CC)   =         Care work

CC          Demands for Care Work 

• HEALTH IMPACTS
• FOOD,WATER,ENERGY 

SCARCITY
• CLIMATE STRESSORS- increase 

GBV
• CLIMATE INDUCED MIGRATION/ 

DISPLACEMENT

CC Weakness Care systems 

• COST OF REBUILDING & 
FINANCING ADAPTATION

       FISCAL SPACE FOR CARE
• DESTRUCTION OF CARE 

RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE
• EROSION OF SOCIAL 

NETWORKS       

CC Adaptation& Mitigation    
Care inequalities

•WASTE MGMT, REFORESTATION 
COMPOSTING        CARE INEQ

•BIOFUEL  🡪  DISPLACEMENT      
FOOD PRODUCTION

•MEGA CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS 
e.g., WIND, HYDRO can lead to 
COMMUNITY DISPLACEMENT, 
ENERGY COSTS UNAFFORDABLE

The Care and Climate Nexus

Investing in care to 
strengthen climate resilience 
and just transition



Intersection 1:  Climate change intensifies the demands for care 
work

• Climate-related health impacts mean more 
people need care, more frequently and with 
increased complexity

• Climate-induced food, water, and energy 
insecurity intensifies demands of unpaid and 
environmental care 

• Climate stressors are associated with increases 
in gender-based violence, violence against 
children, and violence against other structurally 
marginalized groups

• Climate-induced migration and displacement 
intensifies care demands and makes care 
provision more complex 



Intersection 2:  Climate change weakens care systems 

• Climate costs overshadow public spending 
for care systems, which are essential for 
resilience to climate change

• Climate change directly impacts care-related 
infrastructure 

• Climate change weakens support networks 
that are a key source of community and 
household care



Intersection 3: Climate adaptation and mitigation strategies can 
perpetuate care inequalities 

• Many common climate adaptation 
strategies can increase care workloads or 
fail to address the care workloads of 
those who need it the most

• Investments in renewable energy are 
overlooking the value of care work



Care as a solution to Climate resilience and just transition
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Unsplash

Clean energy 
solutions can help 

reduce UNPAID care 
work if coupled with 

social norms 
changes

Integrating decent 
Care jobs as Low 

carbon jobs / 
green jobs 

Investing in Care 
for low carbon 

transition to 
Increase 

RESILIENCE to 
climate Change



A forward-looking research agenda 
on the care and climate nexus

Context specific data 
and evidence on how 
climate change impacts 
unpaid and community 
care work (and vice 
versa) and  how 
investing in care builds 
climate resilience.

Data & Evidence

Local solutions – public 
policies, non-government and 
private sector interventions – 
that address simultaneously 
the climate and care crisis 

Innovative care financing 
mechanisms to 
strengthen climate 
resilience. 

Solutions Financing



Some Research Questions

• What is the impact of climate change on caregivers' 
livelihoods, their wellbeing, and the time women and girls 
dedicate to unpaid care work in urban and rural contexts? 
Can this impact be quantified and monetized?    

• What is the impact (both short and long-term) of climate 
change on access to existing care services, in particular 
those that cater to marginalized group?

• What is the impact of climate-induced migration on 
women’s care responsibilities and wellbeing and global 
care chains? 

• How do care systems and policies contribute to rebuilding 
the livelihoods and well-being of households in 
climate-affected and fragile contexts? How does investing 
in care policies and systems contribute to climate 
adaptation?

Data & Evidence

Context specific data and evidence 
on how climate change impacts 
unpaid and community care work 
(and vice versa) and  how investing 
in care builds climate resilience.



Some Research Questions

• How do current climate change mitigation and 
adaptation policies and activities impact on care 
services and care work? What is the impact of climate 
policies and climate finance on care and how is care 
being incorporated into these (if at all)? 

• What policy responses, private sector actions, and 
community-level interventions help address the dual 
climate and care crisis? 

• What role do cooperatives, community responses, social 
enterprises and social innovations play in advancing 
integrated solutions to the care and climate crisis?  
What is the potential for these solutions to be scaled 
up?    

Local solutions – public policies, 
non-government and private 
sector interventions – that address 
simultaneously the climate and 
care crisis with potential for scale.

Solutions



Some Research Questions

• What financing models and responses to the 
climate-care crisis (including integrated care systems) 
are being developed or experimented with at local, 
sub-national, and national levels, and how effective are 
they?

 
• How can climate finance and other existing tools (loss 

and damage fund, progressive taxation, etc) be 
leveraged to finance care? 

Innovative care financing 
mechanisms to strengthen 
climate resilience. 

Financing



Some Resources on the Climate and Care 
nexus from IDRC supported initiatives







The Conversation articles: 
• Climate change: care for humans, other species and the natural 

environment is the key to a just transition - Imraan Valodia, Julia 
Taylor, and Sonia Phalatse 

• Economic policies encourage the careless use of people and the 
planet. Creating caring economies is the answer – Diane Elson 

• GDP is an outdated way of measuring the health of the economy – it 
doesn’t reflect the health of people or the planet – Radhika 
Balakrishnan 

• Climate change is making it harder for people to get the care they 
need – Maria S. Floro 

• Climate change is hitting women the hardest. What to do about it – 
economists – Chiara Grazini and Giulio Guarini 

• The just energy transition ignores labour outside the formal economy. 
So is it just? – Diana Vela-Almeida 

• Women are seen as ‘saviours’ or ‘victims’ in climate change debates: 
why this is a problem –  Naila Kabeer, Chung Ah Baek, and Deepta 
Chopra 

• Climate finance and care services: why public investment is necessary 
- Caren Grown

https://theconversation.com/climate-change-care-for-humans-other-species-and-the-natural-environment-is-the-key-to-a-just-transition-239429
https://theconversation.com/climate-change-care-for-humans-other-species-and-the-natural-environment-is-the-key-to-a-just-transition-239429
https://theconversation.com/economic-policies-encourage-the-careless-use-of-people-and-the-planet-creating-caring-economies-is-the-answer-242784
https://theconversation.com/economic-policies-encourage-the-careless-use-of-people-and-the-planet-creating-caring-economies-is-the-answer-242784
https://theconversation.com/gdp-is-an-outdated-way-of-measuring-the-health-of-the-economy-it-doesnt-reflect-the-health-of-people-or-the-planet-240810
https://theconversation.com/gdp-is-an-outdated-way-of-measuring-the-health-of-the-economy-it-doesnt-reflect-the-health-of-people-or-the-planet-240810
https://theconversation.com/climate-change-is-making-it-harder-for-people-to-get-the-care-they-need-240557
https://theconversation.com/climate-change-is-making-it-harder-for-people-to-get-the-care-they-need-240557
https://theconversation.com/climate-change-is-hitting-women-the-hardest-what-to-do-about-it-economists-242305?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=bylinetwitterbutton
https://theconversation.com/climate-change-is-hitting-women-the-hardest-what-to-do-about-it-economists-242305?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=bylinetwitterbutton
https://theconversation.com/the-just-energy-transition-ignores-labour-outside-the-formal-economy-so-is-it-just-240832
https://theconversation.com/the-just-energy-transition-ignores-labour-outside-the-formal-economy-so-is-it-just-240832
https://theconversation.com/women-are-seen-as-saviours-or-victims-in-climate-change-debates-why-this-is-a-problem-244529
https://theconversation.com/women-are-seen-as-saviours-or-victims-in-climate-change-debates-why-this-is-a-problem-244529
https://theconversation.com/climate-finance-and-care-services-why-public-investment-is-necessary-243387
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