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Regional Water Dialogues in Latin America and the Caribbean 2023 
Towards the UN Water Conference 2023 

ECLAC, Santiago de Chile: 1, 2 and 3 of February 2023 
Preliminary agenda 

Introduction 

The Regional Water Dialogues 2023, organised by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC) will take place at its headquarters in Santiago de Chile in a hybrid format (onsite and virtual), from 
Wednesday the 1st to Friday the 3rd of February 2023. The event is framed as a regional preparatory meeting for 
the UN Water Conference 2023, which aims to assess progress related to SDG 6 (water and sanitation) in the 
framework of the "Mid-term comprehensive review of the activities of the International Decade for Action "Water 
for Sustainable Development" (2018-2028), and launch a Regional Water Action Agenda.  

Objectives 

The objectives of this event are i) to communicate and consolidate the commitments made to accelerate the 
implementation of SDG 6 in LAC based on a sustainable and inclusive water transition; and ii) to exchange 
experiences and lessons learned for the fulfilment of the objectives of the Decade of Action for Water 2018-2028, 
launching a regional agenda for action for water with a multi-stakeholder approach. 

Structure and Contents 

The sessions of the Regional Water Dialogues 2023 are oriented along the thematic lines that will be carried out 
at the UN Water Conference 2023: i) Water and Climate; ii) Water and Sustainable development; iii) Water and 
Financing; iv) Water and cooperation; v) Water, energy and food. High-level national authorities will participate 
in each of them. In addition, there will be technical sessions to socialise water solutions at various scales to 
accelerate the achievement of SDG 6 under the water valuation initiative. During the Dialogues, the capacity 
building project ROSA: Water Sustainability Network and Observatory will be launched. 

Reasoning 

Water is a vital element for the fulfilment of the 2030 Agenda. ECLAC identified that LAC's water priorities are to 
strengthen governance and institutions, ensure access to safe drinking water and sanitation, and incorporate 
nature-based solutions, which requires partnerships and cooperation to accelerate the implementation of SDG 6. 
Therefore, ECLAC promotes spaces for dialogue and exchange in the framework of the Decade of Action for Water 
2018-2028 and calls on the countries of the region to share their progress on water issues, in order to share 
experiences, mobilise cooperation and provide concrete solutions to move towards a sustainable and inclusive 
water transition. 

Note: The following agenda is a preliminary version. Some speakers are still to be confirmed. 
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Wednesday 1st of February 
High-level Session 

Registration (8:00-9:00) 
Opening Panel (9:00-10:30) 
Contextualize the 2023 Water Dialogues in Latin America and the Caribbean and promote the region's commitments 
ahead of the 2023 Water Conference 
 
 
Coffee break (10:30-10:45) 
Panel: Water and Climate (10:45-12:30) 
Explore the progress of the Caribbean subregion in terms of water for climate, resilience and the environment, 
focusing on issues such as resilience and disaster risk reduction. 
 
In co-organization with WMO and UNESCO 
 

 
Special Panel: Launch of ROSA (Red y Observatorio para la Sostenibilidad del Agua) (12:30-13:30) 
Present the ROSA project, its objectives and scope, as well as experiences of the pilot countries. 
 

Lunch (13:30-14:30) 
 

Panel: Water and Sustainable Development (14:30-17:00) 
Explore governance developments and funding challenges. 
In co-organization with OAS and CODIA 
 

 
Closing Remarks of High-Level Session (17:00-17:20) 
Cocktail in Explanada Norte (17:20-18:00)   
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Thursday 2nd of February 
High-Level Session 

Registration (8:30-9:00) 
Panel: Water and Financing (9:00 – 10:30) 
In co-organization with CAF, IDB and WB 
 
 

Coffee Break (10:30-10:45) 
Panel: Water and Cooperation (10:45-13:30) 
In co-organization with OAS 

 
 

Lunch Break (13:30-14:30) 
Panel: Water, Energy and Food (14:30-15:30) 
Exploring of the Nexus on water, energy and food/environment approach, in terms of the potential it offers for 
achieving the sustainable development commitments of the 2030 Agenda. 
 
In co-organization with FAO 
 
 

Practical session in Valle de Casablanca (16:00-20:00) 
Field trip to explore the adoption of technologies for the efficient use of water in the productive sector, in a vineyard 
in the central zone of Chile. 
 
Visit detail 

• Transfer to Viña Casas del Bosque, Casablanca 
• Visit to the vineyard and cellars  
• Transfer to ECLAC  
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Friday 3rd of February 
Technical Session 

Registration (8:30-9:00) 
Opening Panel: Brainstorming Solutions for Valuing Water and accelerate the achievement of SDG 6 (09:00-09:20) 
To provide concrete solutions for moving towards a sustainable and inclusive water transition based on the pillars of 
the SDG 6 Global Acceleration Framework (financing, data and information, capacity development, innovation and 
governance) and the Valuing Water Initiative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.  
In collaboration with: 

 
 
Panel: SDG 6, Global Acceleration Framework and Water Valuation Principles: Towards a Sustainable and Inclusive 
Water Transition in LAC (09:20-09:50) 
Panel: Brainstorming Solutions for Valuing Water and accelerate the achievement of SDG 6 (09:50-10.00) 
 
This session features comments from the Regional Experts Group on Water Resources in LAC,, as well as key actors 
from the private sector, civil society, academia, NGOs, etc. 

 
Session 1. Valuation of water and governance mechanisms in watersheds in Latin America and the Caribbean (10:00-
11:15) 
 
Coffee Break (11:15-11:30) 
Session 2: Innovative capacity building and data for water valuation (11:30-12:30) 
 
Session 3. Valuation of water applied to innovative financial mechanisms as a driver for system change (12:30-13:30)   
 
Final remarks of the Brainstorming Solutions for Valuing Water and accelerate the achievement of SDG 6 (13:30-
13:40) 
Elaboration and adoption of the Regional Water Action Agenda (13:40-14:00) 
Closing remarks of the Regional Water Dialogues (14:00-14:20) 

       


