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Hon. Gaston Browne
PRIME MINISTER OF ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

AND PRESIDENT OF SIDS4 

“Implementing the Antigua and Barbuda 
Agenda for SIDS is not optional. It is a 

necessity, because the ABAS isn’t just a plan; 
it’s a solemn pledge to future generations. 

We must act now, together, to fulfill this 
promise in earnest. The future of our islands 

depend on it.”
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Hon. Fiamē Naomi Mataʻafa
PRIME MINISTER OF THE INDEPENDENT STATE OF 
SAMOA AND CHAIR OF THE ALLIANCE OF SMALL 

ISLAND STATES (AOSIS) 

“The Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS 
represents SIDS development aspirations for the next 
decade. It aligns with the three pillars of sustainable 
development with the means of implementation at 
its core. SIDS believe that a better world is possible 
and that we can right our sails and create a world 

where our resilient prosperity is a reality. The ABAS is 
our guiding light.” 
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António Guterres
SECRETARY GENERAL  UNITED NATIONS

“SIDS have demonstrated strong and 
principled leadership on climate action 
and on the capacity to respond to the 

challenges that we face in the last three 
decades and have served as the world’s 

conscience in the climate crisis. The 
new Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for 
SIDS outlines steps to achieve resilient 

prosperity in partnership with the 
international community”



The Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for Small Island Developing States

A Renewed Declaration for Resilient Prosperityiv

Li Junhua
UNDER SECRETARY 
GENERAL UNITED NATIONS 
AND SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF SIDS4 

“Delivering on ABAS, requires 
coherent approaches that 
will leverage and multiply 
SIDS strengths, focusing 
on those critical transitions 
and nexus points that will 
generate the most impact. 
All efforts must be evidence-
based, guiding SIDS towards 
the types of policies and 
programmes that will take 
them towards self-sustaining 
investments, high-profit 
sectors and growth models 
that can deliver on resilient 
prosperity.” Rabab Fatima

UNDER SECRETARY 
GENERAL UN-OHRLLS 
AND SPECIAL ADVISER 
TO SIDS4, LEADING 
ON ADVOCACY 
AND FUNDRAISING
“The Antigua and Barbuda 
Agenda for SIDS is 
about driving bold and 
transformative action 
to address the unique 
challenges of Small Island 
Developing States. It is not 
just a policy framework but 
a lifeline, uniting nations to 
safeguard our oceans, build 
climate resilience, mobilize 
financing and build strong 
partnerships to secure 
sustainable development 
for present and future 
generations of islanders."
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THE SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING 
STATES STORY
1.	 In 1992, at the United 

Nations Conference on 
Environment and De-
velopment, we, the in-
ternational community, 
formally declared small 
island developing States 
a special case both for 
environment and devel-
opment and committed 
to assist them in meeting 
their sustainable devel-
opment objectives. This 
was further promulgat-
ed in the first decennial 
United Nations confer-
ence on small island de-
veloping States in Bar-
bados in 1994 and was 
subsequently reiterated 
at the second conference 
in Mauritius in 2005 and 
the third conference in 
Samoa in 2014.

2.	 After three decades and 
three programmes of 
action, small island de-
veloping States remain a 
special case for sustain-
able development, given 
their unique vulnerabili-
ties. We note the remark-

able successes and prog-
ress that they have made 
over the years, and wel-
come in this regard the 
ownership, leadership 
and considerable efforts 
that have been demon-
strated by small island 
developing States, along 
with the support provid-
ed by the international 
community.

3.	 During this period, small 
island developing States 
have and continue to 
provide stable and dem-
ocratic governance for 
their citizenry and have 
strived to provide pro-
ductive economies and 
safe societies throughout 
unrelenting turbulent 
global times. Small island 
developing States were 
heavily affected by two 
“once-in-a-generation” 
crises that struck in 2008 
and 2020, while grap-
pling with even more in-
tense and frequent disas-
ters and natural hazards. 
In addition, they have 
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assumed leadership roles 
in areas such as finance, 
climate change and plas-
tics, and are stewards 
of the ocean, including 
managing 19.1 per cent 
of the world’s exclusive 
economic zones and 
the resources they hold. 
Small island developing 
States have paved the 
way for many of the most 
progressive movements 
in these areas in policy 
development and the es-
tablishment of concrete 
actions in the multilater-
al arena.

4.	 We remain concerned 
that small island devel-
oping States are facing 
the unrelenting and 
compounding impacts 
of climate change, biodi-
versity loss, pollution, di-
sasters and natural haz-
ards, health and other 
social-related challenges 
and economic vulnera-
bilities, as well as the pro-
gressive deterioration in 
their ability to withstand 
external shocks and en-
hance their resilience. 
Successive global crises, 

along with the corona-
virus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic, have further 
exacerbated and nega-
tively compounded the 
sustainable develop-
ment of small island de-
veloping States.

5.	 Small island develop-
ing States are inherently 
and uniquely vulnera-
ble to exogenous shocks 
owing to, inter alia, their 
small size, geographi-
cal remoteness, highly 
dispersed populations, 
the limited scale and 
undiversified nature of 
their economies, high 
dependence on external 
markets, and extreme 
exposure to disasters and 
natural hazards and the 
effects of climate change. 
Recognizing vulnerabil-
ity does not mean that 
small island developing 
States exhibit weakness 
or lack potential for de-
velopment. Rather, it 
means recognizing that 
they are disproportion-
ately impacted in terms 
of physical destruction 
and non-economic and 
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economic losses to a far 
greater scale than else-
where.

6.	 Small island develop-
ing States are particu-
larly vulnerable to ad-
verse impacts of climate 
change, including, inter 
alia, erratic precipitation, 
increasingly frequent 
and extreme weather 
phenomena, more fre-
quent and severe tropi-
cal cyclones, floods and 
drought, diminishing 
freshwater resources, de-
sertification, coastal ero-
sion, land degradation 
and sea level rise, which 
represent the gravest of 
threats to the survival 
and viability of their peo-
ple, natural ecosystems 
and overall sustainable 
development. We take 
note of the concerns ex-
pressed by small island 
developing States that 
the impacts of climate 
change could have pos-
sible implications on 
small island developing 
States, including human-
itarian, economic, social, 
cultural, ecological and, 

as exacerbated by other 
factors, security conse-
quences.

7.	 In order for small island 
developing States to 
achieve sustainable de-
velopment and resilient 
prosperity, we must assist 
small island developing 
States to diversify their 
economies and strength-
en State and productive 
capacities. At the same 
time, the internation-
al financial architecture 
should go further to fully 
address the unique de-
velopment circumstanc-
es of small island devel-
oping States and make 
accessing concessional 
finance easier for them, 
which could mitigate 
their fiscal constraints 
and reduce the risk of 
indebtedness, especially 
for highly indebted small 
island developing States, 
and prevent the reversal 
of hard-earned develop-
ment gains. Therefore, 
the special case of small 
island developing States 
must continue to be rec-
ognized by the interna-
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tional community and 
must take into account 
these new and emerg-
ing challenges.

8.	 We recognize small is-
land developing States’ 
need for access to afford-
able, reliable, sustainable 
and modern energy, par-
ticularly renewable en-
ergy. Small island devel-
oping States are facing 
significant barriers relat-
ed to accessing finance, 
cost of capital, market 
readiness and upskilling 
and reskilling workforces 
needed for just, inclu-
sive and resilient energy 
transitions.

9.	 We reaffirm the impor-
tance of freedom, peace 
and security, respect for 
all human rights, includ-
ing the right to develop-
ment and the right to an 
adequate standard of liv-
ing, including the right 
to food, the rule of law, 
gender equality, wom-
en’s empowerment, re-
ducing inequalities and 
the overall commitment 
to just and democratic 

societies for develop-
ment.

10.	 We recognize that gen-
der equality and wom-
en’s empowerment 
and the full realization 
of human rights for 
women and girls have 
a transformative and 
multiplier effect on sus-
tainable development 
and are a driver of eco-
nomic growth in small 
island developing States. 
Women can be powerful 
agents of change.

11.	 Small island developing 
States aspire to a resil-
ient form of prosperity 
that is reflected in sus-
tainable development 
for all in their countries, 
where economic growth 
and well-being are sus-
tained and their econo-
mies are robust, diversi-
fied, adaptable and able 
to withstand shocks, en-
suring social equity and 
promoting environmen-
tal sustainability.

12.	 The next 10 years are criti-
cal for small island devel-



The Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for Small Island Developing States

A Renewed Declaration for Resilient Prosperity5

oping States. A new con-
text is emerging wherein 
the economic, social and 
environmental as well 
as geopolitical threats 
to the development of 
small island developing 
States are so great that 
they can only be amelio-
rated by a reinvigorated 
enabling environment 
that gives meaningful ef-
fect to their sustainable 
development. Without 
the full support of the in-
ternational community, 
small island developing 
States will endure poten-
tially far-reaching conse-
quences.

13.	 We reaffirm the contin-
ued applicability of the 
Programme of Action for 
the Sustainable Devel-
opment of Small Island 
Developing States (Bar-
bados Programme of Ac-
tion)1 adopted in 1994, the 
Mauritius Strategy for the 
Further Implementation 
of the Programme of Ac-
tion for the Sustainable 
Development of Small 
Island Developing States 
(Mauritius Strategy)2 of 

2005 and the SIDS Accel-
erated Modalities of Ac-
tion (SAMOA) Pathway3 
of 2014 as blueprints set-
ting out the sustainable 
development priorities of 
small island developing 
States.

14.	 We recommit to the full 
and timely implementa-
tion of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Develop-
ment4, the Addis Ababa 
Action Agenda of the 
Third International Con-
ference on Financing for 
Development5 and the 
United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change6 and the 
Paris Agreement7, as well 
as the Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion 2015–20308, the New 
Urban Agenda9, the Kun-
ming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework 
and other relevant inter-
governmentally agreed 
development outcomes, 
frameworks and instru-
ments.

15.	 We reaffirm all the prin-
ciples of the Rio Decla-
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ration on Environment 
and Development10, in-
cluding, inter alia, the 
principle of common but 
differentiated responsi-
bilities, as set out in prin-
ciple 7 thereof.

16.	 We, the Heads of State 
and Government and 
high-level representa-
tives, having met in St. 
John’s from 27 to 30 May 
2024, at the fourth Inter-
national Conference on 
Small Island Developing 
States, with the partici-
pation of civil society, the 
private sector, youth, aca-
demia and other relevant 
stakeholders, firmly reaf-
firm our commitment to 
support small island de-
veloping States on their 

pathway to achieving 
sustainable development 
and resilient prosperity, 
where the progress of 
today does not compro-
mise the possibilities of 
tomorrow. Through tar-
geted, results-focused 
interventions and invest-
ments, we will support 
small island developing 
States as they exercise 
full ownership of their 
new agenda and seek to 
establish partnerships as 
equals, upholding values 
of equity, national owner-
ship, mutual trust, trans-
parency and account-
ability, and cooperation 
and promoting benefits 
across priority areas in 
their new 10-year agenda.
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WHAT DO SMALL ISLAND 
DEVELOPING STATES WANT?
BUILD RESILIENT ECONOMIES
17.	 Enhancing inter-island 

connectivity and linking 
economies of small is-
land developing States 
to regional markets and 
global supply chains, in-
cluding by integrating 
them into existing and 
emerging maritime and 
multimodal transport 
and economic corridors, 
and encouraging sus-
tainable transport ini-
tiatives to support small 
island developing States 
remains key.

18.	 We underscore that 
small island developing 
States face substantial 
structural challenges 
in building the neces-
sary ecosystem, institu-
tions and capacity for 
promoting and using 
science, technology, in-
novation and digitaliza-
tion to drive economic 
growth and sustainable 
development.

19.	 Small island developing 
States face significant 
challenges in data col-
lection, analysis, tech-
nical and institutional 
capacity, which hinders 
evidence-informed pol-
icymaking, monitoring 
progress and accessing 
development financ-
ing, and we emphasize 
that capacity-building 
for stronger data gov-
ernance and manage-
ment will allow small 
island developing States 
to support better data 
collection, protection, 
transparency and data 
sharing.

20.	 We welcome and call for 
support for the efforts of 
small island developing 
States in establishing a 
Small Island Develop-
ing States Centre of Ex-
cellence in Antigua and 
Barbuda that will be 
launched at the fourth 
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International Confer-
ence on Small Island De-
veloping States, which 
will include, inter alia, a 
small island developing 
States data hub, a tech-
nology and innovation 
mechanism and an Is-
land Investment Forum.

21.	 Acknowledging that 
small island develop-
ing States are highly 
dependent on imports, 
with limited export ca-
pacity, and face current 
account deficits and 
limited fiscal space, 
compounded by limited 
access to concessional 
financing, small island 
developing States seek 
the support of the inter-
national community to:

a.	 Develop and expand 
their productive capac-
ity by:

i.	 Undertaking national 
productive capacities 
gap assessments;

ii.	 Implementing holistic 
productive capacities de-
velopment programmes;

iii.	 Investing in higher pro-
ductivity sectors, in-
cluding in advanced 
technologies and digital 
economy to provide bet-
ter paying jobs for people 
in small island develop-
ing States and reduce 
brain drain and labour 
mobility;

b.	 Increase trade and in-
vestment by:

i.	 Designing prioritized 
trade and investment 
strategies to consolidate 
market opportunities 
in existing sectors and 
markets and identify op-
portunities for economic 
diversification to reduce 
vulnerability;

ii.	 Enabling market access 
in goods and services 
for small island devel-
oping States by consid-
ering trade rules, as ap-
propriate, that take into 
account the special cir-
cumstances of small is-
land developing States, 
and encouraging the 
full utilization of prefer-
ential market access by 
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improving the applica-
tion of trade rules and 
their transparency for 
small island developing 
States, in compliance 
with World Trade Organi-
zation commitments;

iii.	 Strengthening local, na-
tional and regional in-
stitutions as well as the 
regulatory and domestic 
policy environment and 
trade facilitation bodies;

iv.	 Enabling business en-
vironments for private 
sector investment, entre-
preneurship, especially 
micro-, small and me-
dium-sized enterprises, 
cooperatives and enter-
prise development;

v.	 Strengthening capacity 
for resource mobilization, 
investment flows mon-
itoring, and firm-level 
data collection, analysis 
and use;

vi.	 Supporting the estab-
lishment of the biennial 
Island Investment Forum 
in the Small Island De-
veloping States Centre 

of Excellence as a dedi-
cated platform for pro-
moting sustainable eco-
nomic development in 
small island developing 
States by promoting in-
vestment opportunities, 
knowledge exchange 
and collaborative ini-
tiatives, addressing the 
unique challenges faced 
by small island develop-
ing States and contrib-
uting to their long-term 
resilience and prosperity;

vii.	 Reviewing and reform-
ing old-generation in-
vestment treaties that 
are in force for small is-
land developing States, 
where desired, with the 
aim of safeguarding pol-
icy space to pursue sus-
tainable development 
objectives;

c.	 Promote resilient and 
sustainable tourism by:

i.	 Minimizing pollution and 
waste, enhancing envi-
ronmental awareness, 
conserving and protect-
ing the environment, re-
specting wildlife, biodi-
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versity, ecosystems and 
cultural diversity;

ii.	 De-risking investments, 
strengthening cross-sec-
tor collaboration be-
tween tourism and other 
sectors, and modernizing 
the sector and related up 
- and downstream ser-
vices;

iii.	 Raising awareness of the 
importance of resilient 
and sustainable tourism, 
including through Global 
Tourism Resilience Day11;

iv.	 Developing creative and 
innovative employment 
solutions, including for 
informal workers, to pro-
vide resilience to the 
workforce, taking into 
account national circum-
stances;

v.	 Enhancing entrepre-
neurship, education and 
training in cultural and 
heritage management 
and preservation, and in 
specific domains of the 
creative industries;

vi.	 Promoting and investing 

in the resilience of cul-
tural heritage, traditions 
and customs, assets and 
infrastructure;

d.	 Promote sustainable 
ocean-based economies 
by:

i.	 Assisting in the pursuit 
of opportunities in sus-
tainable fisheries, aqua-
culture, mariculture, ma-
rine and coastal tourism, 
ocean-based renewable 
energy, and mineral and 
other related resources, 
sustainable shipping and 
maritime transport and 
ports;

ii.	 Establishing public-pri-
vate sector partnerships 
and appropriate capital 
market instruments and 
providing technical assis-
tance to stock exchanges 
and security market reg-
ulators to enhance bank-
ability and feasibility of 
projects;

iii.	 Creating and supporting 
an enabling policy en-
vironment to maximize 
diaspora remittances, 
investment, skills and 
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FOSTER SAFE, HEALTHY AND 
PROSPEROUS SOCIETIES
22.	We underline the need to 

promote peaceful, pros-
perous, inclusive societ-
ies and safe communities 
for achieving sustainable 
development, and to 
build effective, account-
able and inclusive insti-
tutions at all levels. Good 
governance, rule of law, 
human rights, funda-
mental freedoms, equal 
access to fair justice sys-
tems, and measures to 
combat corruption and 
curb illicit financial flows 
will be integral to our ef-
forts.

23.	We remain concerned 
that poverty, including 
extreme poverty, un-
employment, inequality 
and exclusion continue 
to disproportionately af-
fect people in vulnerable 
situations, particularly 

women, children, youth, 
persons with disabilities 
and older persons, and 
reduces the potential 
productive capacities in 
small island developing 
States. These challeng-
es are compounded by 
youth unemployment, 
loss of skilled and semi-
skilled labour, through 
labour mobility, and gen-
der inequality, including 
unpaid care and domes-
tic work.

24.	The inadequacy of the 
health and social pro-
tection systems of small 
island developing States 
and the prevalence of 
communicable and 
non-communicable dis-
eases in small island 
developing States pose 
a threat to sustainable 
development and eco-

experience for research, 
innovation, economic 
development and diver-
sification to shift towards 
environmentally sustain-

able practices and tech-
nologies.
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nomic productivity, dis-
proportionately affecting 
the poorest and those in 
vulnerable situations.

25.	Acknowledging the ef-
forts of small island de-
veloping States to im-
prove health and social 
protection systems, boost 
State capacity in the pub-
lic sector, and reduce 
poverty, unemployment, 
inequality and exclusion, 
small island developing 
States seek the support 
of the international com-
munity to:

a.	 Strengthen health sys-
tems by:

i.	 Promoting and ensur-
ing equitable and timely 
access to affordable and 
quality health-care ser-
vices in order to achieve 
universal health cover-
age, leaving no one be-
hind, noting that any ex-
ternal financing should 
be aligned with national 
and regional priorities;

ii.	 Developing nationally 
appropriate, inclusive so-

cial protection systems, 
including through the 
One Health approach 
and other holistic ap-
proaches as well as the 
integration of climate 
and health policies;

iii.	 Enhancing prevention, 
preparedness and re-
sponse to better cope 
with health emergencies, 
epidemics, pandemics 
and climate change-re-
lated health impacts 
through capacity-build-
ing, upgrading of surveil-
lance and early warning 
systems and adapting 
sustainable infrastruc-
ture and equipment so 
that it is climate-resil-
ient, low greenhouse gas 
emission and sustain-
able;

iv.	 Integrating essential 
non-communicable dis-
eases and mental health 
services into primary 
health care and universal 
health coverage;

v.	 Enhancing health liter-
acy to promote healthy 
lifestyles and preventive 
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measures to address risk 
factors for non-commu-
nicable diseases, includ-
ing obesity, unhealthy 
diets, physical inactivity, 
harmful use of alcohol, 
tobacco use and expo-
sure to air pollution and 
addressing the linkages 
between the environ-
ment and nutrition;

vi.	 Establishing an integrat-
ed and whole-of-gov-
ernment approach to 
address the growing 
challenges of vision im-
pairment, particularly 
myopia and other pre-
ventable conditions, 
including integrating 
comprehensive eye care 
services as part of prima-
ry health care and uni-
versal health coverage;

vii.	 Building and retaining 
a trained, skilled, effi-
cient and motivated 
health workforce that is 
equipped to meet the 
health needs of the pop-
ulation at all levels;

b.	 Build strong institu-
tions by:

i.	 Increasing public partici-
pation and consultation, 
promoting civic educa-
tion and engaging civil 
society organizations to 
actively and meaning-
fully participate in policy 
and budget decisions, 
including by establish-
ing citizen participation 
mechanisms and creat-
ing spaces for inclusive 
dialogue;

ii.	 Strengthening coordi-
nation and collabora-
tion among government 
institutions and work-
ing beyond traditional 
boundaries to unify ca-
pabilities across agen-
cies, sectors and society;

iii.	 Strengthening the syner-
gy between public policy 
planning and financing 
through integrated na-
tional financing frame-
works to increase the 
expenditure efficiency 
of public resources, as a 
complement to resource 
mobilization from all 
sources;

iv.	 Investing in continuous 
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education and training 
and professional devel-
opment programmes 
for public servants, and 
building public sector 
skill sets for the future, 
including in improving 
the agility of public ser-
vice delivery and public 
procurement;

v.	 Designing systems for 
government institutions 
to generate effective pol-
icies and investment de-
cisions;

vi.	 Boosting State capacity 
to effectively implement 
policies through the 
strengthening of public 
sector reforms, building 
effective, accountable 
and inclusive institutions 
at all levels and improv-
ing transparency and ac-
countability;

vii.	 Incorporating and 
strengthening e-gov-
ernment and digital 
solutions as a means of 
overcoming accessibility, 
scale and dispersion of 
population, bridging the 
digital divides and sup-

porting the institutional 
capacity of local and na-
tional government insti-
tutions;

viii.	Assisting national and 
regional institutions to 
combat transnational 
crime and violence, in-
cluding drug traffick-
ing and the illicit trade 
in small arms and light 
weapons, taking into ac-
count the national cir-
cumstances of small is-
land developing States;

c.	 Achieve gender equali-
ty, empower youth and 
leave no one behind by:

i.	 Promoting and protect-
ing the full realization 
of the human rights of 
all women and girls and 
eliminating all forms of 
discrimination and of vi-
olence against all wom-
en and girls, including, 
inter alia, by developing 
and implementing gen-
der-responsive action 
plans;

ii.	 Increasing women's 
leadership and promot-
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ing their full, equal and 
meaningful participation 
and representation at all 
stages and levels of deci-
sion-making processes;

iii.	 Investing in policies and 
programmes in produc-
tive capacities, education 
and skills that would also 
address emerging issues 
among children, young 
people, particularly boys 
and young men, taking 
into account national cir-
cumstances;

iv.	 Meaningfully involving 
youth in decision-making 
processes as appropriate, 
including through youth 
councils and advisory 
committees, support-
ing youth-led initiatives 
and creating opportuni-
ties for engaging youth 
in sustainable develop-
ment;

v.	 Promoting and protect-
ing the full realization of 
the human rights of per-
sons with disabilities, and 
enabling their full, equal, 
meaningful and effective 
participation, represen-

tation and leadership in 
decision-making, ad-
dressing stigma and dis-
crimination, eliminating 
violence and increasing 
their access to economic 
opportunities, education 
and health care;

vi.	 Strengthening adaptive 
social protection systems 
and expanding cover-
age of national social 
protection programmes 
through comprehensive 
risk management strat-
egies, to promote the 
realization of equity and 
equality, particularly for 
those in vulnerable situ-
ations, including women, 
children, youth, persons 
with disabilities and older 
persons;

vii.	 Investing in developing 
the skills of and fostering 
opportunities to pursue 
alternative livelihoods for 
communities displaced 
by disasters, many of 
which are exacerbated 
by climate change, while 
recognizing the impor-
tance of safeguarding 
and passing on tangible 
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and intangible cultural 
heritage from genera-
tion to generation and 
ensuring their financial, 
economic and social in-
clusion so that they can 
leverage their talent and 
ideas to contribute to, 
and benefit from, their 
new communities;

viii.	Supporting the advance-
ment of sports as an im-
portant enabler of sus-
tainable development, 

including for its growing 
contribution to the real-
ization of development 
and peace in its promo-
tion of tolerance and 
respect and the contri-
butions it makes to the 
empowerment of wom-
en, young people, chil-
dren, in particular girls, 
individuals and commu-
nities as well as to health, 
education and social in-
clusion objectives.

A SECURE FUTURE
26.	Recognizing that various 

anthropogenic pressures 
and adverse impacts of 
climate change as well as 
global shocks continue to 
impede water availability 
and food and energy se-
curity, and further rec-
ognizing the importance 
of access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable and 
modern energy, and con-
nectivity, small island de-
veloping States seek the 
support of the interna-
tional community to:

a.	 Foster sustainable ener-

gy transitions and ener-
gy efficiency and ensure 
access to affordable, re-
liable, sustainable and 
modern energy, based 
on all energy sources, 
in particular renewable 
energy sources, by:

i.	 Urgently enhancing sup-
port, investment and 
partnerships for just, in-
clusive, equitable and re-
silient energy transitions 
and energy efficiency, in-
cluding clean and renew-
able energy infrastruc-
ture, technology and 
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training, with a view to 
fulfilling small island de-
veloping States’ bold and 
ambitious renewable en-
ergy targets for the next 
decade;

ii.	 Addressing the underly-
ing barriers in accessing 
and mobilizing finance 
to deploy renewable en-
ergy, including enabling 
environments and poli-
cy, legal and regulatory 
frameworks;

iii.	 Developing small island 
developing States-spe-
cific technologies and 
applications for renew-
able energy deployment, 
and integration into the 
power system, and pro-
moting efforts to reduce 
the cost of capital for re-
newables;

iv.	 Providing support to 
overcome the structural 
barriers that hinder just, 
inclusive, resilient energy 
transitions, including in-
stitutional capacity, par-
ticularly skills gaps, and 
grid stabilization and up-
grading;

b.	 Develop integrated wa-
ter resources manage-
ment by:

i.	 Developing policies, leg-
islative frameworks, in-
stitutional and human 
capacities for effective, 
inclusive, sustainable and 
integrated water resourc-
es management and fa-
cilitate the expansion of 
wastewater treatment, 
recycling and reuse;

ii.	 Significantly reducing 
the impact of climate 
change on water scar-
city through enhancing 
climate resilience to wa-
ter-related hazards and 
supporting a climate- 
and disaster-resilient wa-
ter supply and sanitation, 
and access to safe and 
affordable potable water 
and sanitation, and hy-
giene for all;

iii.	 Providing appropriate 
gender-sensitive and 
disability-inclusive facil-
ities and infrastructure 
for safe drinking water, 
sanitation and hygiene, 
and waste management 
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systems;

c.	 Enhance food security 
by:

i.	 Developing and imple-
menting adaptation and 
mitigation strategies that 
take into account the 
linkages between food, 
water and energy, such 
as integrating climate-re-
silient infrastructure and 
promoting sustainable 
agricultural practices 
and the deployment of 
agricultural technologies 
that are resilient to the 
adverse impacts of cli-
mate change;

ii.	 Increasing sustainable 
agriculture and fisher-
ies, food security and 
nutrition and livelihoods 
in small island develop-
ing States in a manner 
that helps with climate 
adaptation, mitigates 
emissions and promotes 
sustainable use of biodi-
versity, including through 
incubation, diversifica-
tion, local value addition, 
climate-resilient best 
practices and promoting, 

scaling up and replicat-
ing locally grown ideas, 
to accelerate the achieve-
ment of sustainable ag-
riculture and fisheries, 
food security and good 
and improved nutrition, 
as well as improved over-
all health and well-being;

iii.	 Developing sustainable 
food and agricultural pro-
duction that is resilient to 
the impacts of climate 
change, addresses water 
availability and efficiently 
uses water resources, im-
proving supply and distri-
bution of food, including 
the reduction of food loss 
and waste, and enhanc-
ing resilience to potential 
excessive food price vola-
tility and food crises;

d.	 Build resilient infra-
structure by:

i.	 Scaling up planning, de-
velopment and manage-
ment of quality, reliable, 
sustainable and resilient 
infrastructure and ener-
gy-efficient land, marine 
and air transportation 
systems;
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ii.	 Applying the Principles 
for Resilient Infrastruc-
ture in small island de-
veloping States to create 
risk-informed policy, in-
vestment decisions and 
systems in sectors includ-
ing transportation, ener-
gy, communications, wa-
ter, health and education, 
with a view to nurturing a 
culture of maintenance 
for resilient societies;

e.	 Enhance transportation 
and connectivity to link 
economies of small is-
land developing States 
to regional markets and 
global supply chains by:

i.	 Investing in sound, safe, 
sustainable, climate-resil-
ient and affordable land, 
air, maritime and inter-is-
land transportation infra-
structure, including tra-
ditional and sustainable 
modes, that is inclusive 
for all, with a focus on 
community engagement 
and empowerment;

ii.	 Developing and imple-
menting climate- and 
disaster-resilient, safe, af-

fordable, accessible and 
well-maintained sustain-
able transportation infra-
structure in small island 
developing States, in line 
with the Principles for 
Resilient Infrastructure, 
including for remote and 
underserved communi-
ties, taking into account 
the local impacts of cli-
mate change, to ensure 
the longevity of transport 
infrastructure;

iii.	 Establishing integrated 
and sustainable mari-
time and air transpor-
tation systems to foster 
regional economic and 
value chain integration, 
improving inter-island 
connectivity, moderniz-
ing transport fleets and 
equipment;

iv.	 Developing coordinated 
regional transportation, 
fostering connectivity 
between small island 
developing States and 
neighbouring regions 
to strengthen econom-
ic ties and facilitate the 
movement of goods and 
people.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND 
PLANETARY SUSTAINABILITY
27.	We acknowledge that 

the widespread, rapid 
and adverse impacts of 
climate change contin-
ue to pose increasing 
risks to small island de-
veloping States and their 
efforts to achieve sus-
tainable development, 
while representing the 
greatest threats to the 
survival and viability of 
their people and natural 
ecosystems. Even with 
limiting global warming 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial lev-
els, small island develop-
ing States will continue 
to incur severe loss and 
damage.

28.	Small island developing 
States are gravely con-
cerned that global emis-
sions are not in line with 
modelled global mitiga-
tion pathways consistent 
with the temperature 
goal of the Paris Agree-
ment, and that there is 
a rapidly narrowing win-
dow out to 2030 to raise 
ambition and implement 

existing commitments in 
order to keep warming to 
1.5 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels with-
in reach, which is crucial 
to the sustainable devel-
opment of small island 
developing States.

29.	Small island developing 
States have extraordinary 
marine and terrestrial 
biodiversity that, in many 
cases, is fundamental 
to their livelihoods, cul-
ture and identity, but 
their vulnerabilities are 
drastically limiting the 
resources and means by 
which they can protect 
their ecosystems and the 
natural environment. The 
ocean and its resources 
are under considerable 
stress from anthropo-
genic sources, impacting 
small island developing 
States, which are espe-
cially dependent on their 
maritime resources for 
their food security and 
livelihoods.
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30.	Small island developing 
States seek the support 
of the international com-
munity to:

a.	 Urgently take action on 
climate change by:

i.	 Accelerated actions 
on the effective imple-
mentation of the Unit-
ed Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change and the Paris 
Agreement, guided by 
science and agreed prin-
ciples;

ii.	 Supporting the recruit-
ment and development 
of technical expertise to 
facilitate the develop-
ment of loss and dam-
age response plans and 
actions, including risk 
assessment, loss model-
ling, governance, man-
agement, disbursement, 
monitoring, evaluation 
and reporting on loss and 
damage solutions and 
impacts;

iii.	 Recognizing the im-
portant role of forests in 
climate mitigation and 
adaptation, including 

through promoting the 
adoption and implemen-
tation of reducing emis-
sions from deforestation 
and forest degradation, 
on the role of conser-
vation and sustainable 
management of forests 
in developing countries, 
as well as other alterna-
tive policy approaches in 
small island developing 
States, including those 
with high forest low de-
forestation (HFLD) re-
gions, as per article 5.2 of 
the Paris Agreement, on 
national or, an interim ba-
sis, subnational jurisdic-
tional scales, can foster 
information exchange, 
expertise-sharing and 
collective problem-solv-
ing, fostering a united ef-
fort in addressing climate 
mitigation and adapta-
tion goals, and also not-
ing it is essential for those 
small island developing 
States that have main-
tained forest cover and 
other ecosystems such 
as mangroves, seagrass, 
peatlands, old-growth 
forests, and marshes, 
over decades of sustain-
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able management and 
use to pursue opportuni-
ties to mobilize financing 
in this regard;

b.	 Conserve and sustain-
ably use the ocean and 
its resources by:

i.	 Ensuring the conser-
vation and sustainable 
use of marine resources, 
including through sus-
tainable management 
of aquaculture, maricul-
ture, tourism and fisher-
ies, such as through the 
implementation of mea-
sures to end illegal, unre-
ported and unregulated 
fishing for mutually re-
inforcing economic and 
environmental benefits;

ii.	 Addressing biodiversi-
ty loss caused by harm-
ful human activities, 
including inadequate 
waste management and 
unsustainable produc-
tion and consumption, 
including of plastics; 
overfishing; illegal, un-
reported and unregulat-
ed fishing; introduction 
of alien invasive species; 

noise and light pollution; 
coral bleaching, ocean 
acidification, eutrophi-
cation and harmful algal 
blooms; and coastal ero-
sion, including through 
measures such as, inter 
alia, satellite monitoring, 
and the establishment 
and strengthened man-
agement of area-based 
management tools, in-
cluding marine protect-
ed areas and integrated 
coastal zone manage-
ment; and other effective 
area-based conservation 
measures and locally 
managed marine areas;

iii.	 Strengthening partner-
ships at the subregional, 
regional and interna-
tional levels to prevent 
and reduce plastic pol-
lution in the marine en-
vironment and support 
investment in modern 
integrated solid waste 
management systems;

c.	 Conserve, restore and 
sustainably use biodi-
versity by:

i.	 Developing, enhancing 
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and applying environ-
mental statistics frame-
works in their national 
statistical systems, such 
as natural capital ac-
counting framework, in-
cluding ecosystems ser-
vices valuation, to assess 
the contribution of natu-
ral ecosystems to econ-
omies and inform policy 
decisions and develop-
ment;

ii.	 Supporting small island 
developing States to 
identify financing and 
capacity gaps in meeting 
biodiversity objectives 
and develop partner-
ships, particularly with 
the private sector, to de-
velop innovative strate-
gies to bridge these gaps;

iii.	 Updating the pro-
gramme of work on is-
land biodiversity adopted 
under the Convention on 
Biological Diversity12, par-
ticularly in the context 
of the ongoing process 
to identify scientific and 
technical needs of small 
island developing States;

iv.	 Developing an island bio-
diversity capacity-build-
ing and development ac-
tion plan, on the basis of 
the review of the capacity 
and technology absorp-
tion and sustaining abili-
ties of small island devel-
oping States and in line 
with the programme of 
work on island biodiver-
sity;

v.	 Acknowledging the im-
portant roles and con-
tributions of Indigenous 
Peoples and local com-
munities as custodians of 
biodiversity and as part-
ners in its conservation, 
restoration and sustain-
able use; and ensuring 
the rights, knowledge, 
including traditional 
knowledge associated 
with biodiversity, inno-
vations, worldviews, val-
ues and practices of In-
digenous Peoples and 
local communities are 
respected, and docu-
mented and preserved 
with their free, prior and 
informed consent, in-
cluding through their 
full and effective partici-
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pation in decision-mak-
ing, in accordance with 
relevant national legis-
lation, international in-
struments, including the 
United Nations Declara-
tion on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples13, and 
human rights law;

a.	 Mainstream disaster 
risk reduction by:

i.	 Increasing local, nation-
al and regional capacity, 
particularly among key 
national agencies, to im-
prove coordination with 
international, regional 
and humanitarian part-
ners and donor Govern-
ments, as appropriate, to 
prevent and reduce di-
saster risk and to respond 
to intensifying disasters;

ii.	 Building more robust 
multi-hazard risk gov-
ernance, including the 
development of national 
legislative frameworks 
for disaster risk reduction 
and strengthened local 
authorities and commu-
nity-based disaster risk 
management approach-

es that can capture 
whole-of-government 
and whole-of-society ac-
tions that are also gen-
der-responsive and dis-
ability-inclusive;

iii.	 Strengthening disaster 
preparedness, including 
multi-hazard early warn-
ing systems and capac-
ity to take early action, 
through initiatives such 
as Early Warnings for All 
and Climate Risk and 
Early Warning Systems, 
timely evacuation plan-
ning, planning for reloca-
tion of communities, and 
developing post-disaster 
needs assessments;

iv.	 Implementing creative 
arrangements and risk 
reduction mechanisms 
that allow small island de-
veloping States to access 
low and concessional fi-
nancing rates, including 
government guarantees 
and insurance schemes, 
as appropriate;

v.	 Reducing disaster risks, 
including by building 
protective infrastructure 
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and enhancing resilience 
of freshwater and other 
water systems, and using 
the recovery, rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction 
phases after a disaster to 

increase resilience, and 
developing systems for 
managing evacuations 
and the distribution of 
basic relief support.
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HOW DO SMALL ISLAND 
DEVELOPING STATES GET THERE?
31.	 While acknowledging 

the primary responsi-
bility of small island de-
veloping States for their 
own sustainable devel-
opment, we recognize 
that the persistent de-
velopment challenges 
of the small island de-
veloping States require 
enhanced global part-
nership for development, 
adequate provision and 

mobilization of all means 
of implementation and 
continued international 
support to achieve inter-
nationally agreed goals. 

32.	Therefore, to realize the 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Agenda for Small Island 
Developing States by 
2034, we, the internation-
al community, commit to 
the following actions:

BUILD ECONOMIC RESILIENCE
a.	 Reform the internation-

al financial architecture 
and address gaps and 
shortfalls, and facilitate 
easier access to afford-
able and concessional 
finance by:

i.	 Considering how best 
multidimensional vul-
nerability could be in-
corporated into existing 
practices and policies for 
debt sustainability and 
development support, 
including access to con-

cessional finance, look-
ing forward to the inter-
governmental process 
to consider the recom-
mendations presented 
in the final report of the 
High-level Panel on the 
Development of a Multi-
dimensional Vulnerabil-
ity Index for Small Island 
Developing States, which 
can also provide a basis 
for moving forward in 
this direction;

ii.	 Expanding multilateral 
lending to small island 
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developing States, while 
maintaining financial 
sustainability of multilat-
eral development insti-
tutions, and taking note 
of the identification by 
the Heads of Multilater-
al Development Banks 
Group of capital adequa-
cy measures which could 
potentially yield addi-
tional lending headroom 
in the order of up to 400 
billion United States dol-
lars over the next decade, 
with a view to strength-
ening support for small 
island developing States 
in achieving resilient 
prosperity;

iii.	 Ensuring representa-
tion and participation of 
small island developing 
States, as well as other 
developing countries, in 
decision-making in glob-
al economic and interna-
tional financial institu-
tions in order to deliver 
more effective, credible, 
accountable and legiti-
mate institutions, giving 
due consideration to pri-
orities, needs and per-
spectives of small island 

developing States in the 
process;

b.	 Increase effectiveness 
of development finance 
by:

i.	 Improving donors’ aid 
effectiveness, develop-
ment cooperation and 
donor coordination in 
line with national and 
regional priorities and 
needs of small island de-
veloping States, includ-
ing through the small 
island developing States 
principles for develop-
ment effectiveness, as 
appropriate;

ii.	 Promoting a risk-in-
formed approach to in-
vestment and financing 
in small island devel-
oping States so that all 
development finance 
strengthens resilience 
and accelerates the de-
velopment aspirations of 
small island developing 
States;

iii.	 Support the sustainable 
management of debt by:
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iv.	 Considering the estab-
lishment of a dedicated 
small island developing 
States debt sustainability 
support service to enable 
sound debt manage-
ment and devise effec-
tive solutions for small 
island developing States 
in relation to debt vulner-
ability in the immediate 
term and debt sustain-
ability in the long term, 
building on and avoiding 
duplication with relevant 
dedicated initiatives;

v.	 Considering the use of 
state-contingent instru-
ments to strengthen bor-
rower resilience and in-
crease the ability of small 
island developing States 
to withstand economic 
shocks;

vi.	 Increase investments in 
small island developing 
States by strengthen-
ing capacity for resource 
mobilization, invest-
ment flows monitoring, 
firm-level data collection 
and analysis, as well as 
trade-related support to 
strengthen investment 

promotion agencies in 
small island developing 
States to attract stable 
and development-con-
ducive foreign direct 
investment and other 
private capital flows, in 
accordance with national 
circumstances, priorities 
and legislation;

c.	 Enable youth economic 
participation by:

i.	 Harnessing the demo-
graphic dividend by 
equipping youth with 
education and skills, in-
cluding through capaci-
ty-building and training 
initiatives to pursue op-
portunities in traditional, 
emerging and innovative 
economies;

ii.	 Supporting youth-driven 
startups, providing finan-
cial backing, mentorship 
and resources to culti-
vate a new generation of 
entrepreneurs and steer 
small island developing 
States towards economic 
resilience and diversifica-
tion through innovation;
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SCALE UP CLIMATE ACTION AND SUPPORT, 
INCLUDING CLIMATE FINANCE, IN LINE WITH EXISTING 
COMMITMENTS AND OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE UNITED 
NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND THE PARIS AGREEMENT

a.	 Accelerated actions to-
wards full and effective 
implementation of the 
United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change and the 
Paris Agreement by:

i.	 Taking urgent actions 
to hold the increase in 
the global average tem-
perature to well below 
2 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels and 
pursue efforts to limit the 
temperature increase to 
1.5 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels and 
to accelerate action in 
this critical decade on the 
basis of the best available 
science, reflecting equi-
ty and the principle of 
common but differenti-
ated responsibilities and 
respective capabilities in 
the light of different na-
tional circumstances and 
in the context of sustain-
able development and 
efforts to eradicate pov-

erty;

ii.	 Implementing the de-
cisions adopted at ses-
sions of the Conference 
of the Parties to the Unit-
ed Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change and the Confer-
ence of the Parties serv-
ing as the Meeting of 
the Parties to the Paris 
Agreement;

iii.	 Timely support for action 
on adaptation through, 
inter alia, the operation-
alization and implemen-
tation of the United Arab 
Emirates Framework for 
Global Climate Resilience 
to guide the achieve-
ment of the global goal 
on adaptation and the 
review of overall progress 
in achieving it with a view 
to reducing the increas-
ing adverse impacts, 
risks and vulnerabilities 
associated with climate 
change, as well as to en-
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hance adaptation action 
and support;

iv.	 Phasing out inefficient 
fossil fuel subsidies that 
do not address energy 
poverty or just transitions, 
as soon as possible in a 
nationally determined 
manner, taking into ac-
count the Paris Agree-
ment different national 
circumstances, pathways 
and approaches;

v.	 Accelerating and sub-
stantially reducing 
non-carbon dioxide emis-
sions globally, including 
in particular methane 
emissions by 2030, in a 
nationally determined 
manner, taking into ac-
count the Paris Agree-
ment, different national 
circumstances, pathways 
and approaches, while 
providing targeted sup-
port to enable small is-
land developing States 
to address non-carbon 
dioxide emissions;

vi.	 Providing climate fi-
nance by developed 
countries to small island 

developing States in line 
with existing obligations 
and commitments un-
der the United Nations 
Framework Convention 
on Climate Change and 
the Paris Agreement;

vii.	 Strengthening, and mo-
bilizing and providing 
financial resources to, 
existing multilateral cli-
mate funds, including 
the Green Climate Fund, 
the Global Environment 
Facility and its Special Cli-
mate Change Fund, and 
the Adaptation Fund;

viii.	Harmonizing, as appro-
priate, and simplifying 
the application require-
ments, as well as access 
and approval procedures 
for climate financing 
instruments, and con-
tinuing to advocate for 
dedicated financing and 
programmes for small 
island developing States, 
including advocating 
for minimum alloca-
tion funding criteria for 
small island developing 
States, as appropriate to 
address, inter alia, the 
current high barriers and 
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transaction costs, espe-
cially for financing small-
sized projects for small 
island developing States;

ix.	 Providing technical sup-
port for small island de-
veloping States for the 
development of carbon 
markets in accordance 
with article 6 of the Par-
is Agreement, as well as 
the further development 
of private financial prod-
ucts such as green and 
blue bonds;

x.	 Providing resources, rec-
ognizing the urgent and 
immediate need for new, 
additional, predictable 
and adequate financial 
resources to assist devel-
oping countries that are 
particularly vulnerable 
to the adverse impacts 
of climate change in re-
sponding to economic 
and non-economic loss 
and damage associated 
with the adverse effects 
of climate change with 
special consideration for 
small island developing 
States;

xi.	 Urgently operationaliz-
ing and further capital-
izing the new fund for 
responding to loss and 
damage, ensuring that 
priorities and needs of 
small island developing 
States are also considered 
in the context of access 
and resource allocation 
and the development of 
programmatic, nationally 
led approaches, with due 
regard for the governing 
instrument of the fund 
and special consideration 
for small island develop-
ing States;

xii.	 Addressing the signif-
icant challenges small 
island developing States 
face in accessing climate 
finance for implement-
ing their national adapta-
tion plans;

xiii.	Activating private sector 
finance for climate mit-
igation and adaptation, 
with a view to strength-
ening financial support 
for small island develop-
ing States in achieving 
resilient prosperity;
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SCALE UP BIODIVERSITY ACTION
a.	 Accelerated and urgent 

actions to halt and re-
verse biodiversity loss 
by:

i.	 Advancing, by parties to 
the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity, the full 
and effective implemen-
tation of the decisions 
of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Conven-

tion, including the Kun-
ming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework;

ii.	 Ensuring adequate fi-
nancial and technical 
support for small island 
developing States and 
timely operationaliza-
tion and capitalization 
of the Global Biodiversity 
Framework Fund;

CONSERVE AND SUSTAINABLY USE THE 
OCEAN AND ITS RESOURCES
a.	 Support ocean-based 

action by:

i.	 Building the capacity of 
small island developing 
States in understanding 
their rights, obligations 
and responsibilities un-
der the United Nations 
Convention on the Law 
of the Sea14, including 
to enable their effective 
participation in activities 
under the Convention;

ii.	 Building the capacity of 
small island developing 

States to ratify and im-
plement the provisions 
of the Agreement under 
the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the 
Sea on the Conservation 
and Sustainable Use of 
Marine Biological Diver-
sity in Areas Beyond Na-
tional Jurisdiction15;

iii.	 Exploring, developing 
and promoting innova-
tive financing solutions 
to drive the transfor-
mation to sustainable 
ocean-based economies, 
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and the scaling up of 
nature-based solutions, 
ecosystem-based ap-
proaches to support the 
resilience, restoration and 
conservation of coastal 
ecosystems, including 
through public-private 
sector partnerships and 
capital market instru-
ments, provide technical 
assistance to enhance 
the bankability and fea-
sibility of projects, as well 
as mainstream the values 
of marine natural cap-
ital into decision-mak-
ing and address barriers 
to accessing financing, 
recognizing that further 
support is needed from 
developed countries, es-
pecially regarding capac-
ity-building, financing 
and technology transfer;

iv.	 Pursuing opportunities 
for research and innova-
tion in ocean-related in-
dustries that explore new 
technologies, sustainable 

practices and innovative 
solutions;

v.	 Assisting small island 
developing States in 
planning and imple-
menting area-based 
management tools, in-
cluding effectively and 
equitably managed, 
ecologically representa-
tive and well-connected 
marine protected areas, 
and other effective ar-
ea-based conservation 
measures, integrated 
coastal zone manage-
ment and marine spatial 
planning, in small island 
developing States, in ac-
cordance with national 
legislation and interna-
tional law;

vi.	 Encouraging the in-
crease of funding to the 
trust funds16 for the effi-
cient and effective oper-
ation of the Commission 
on the Limits of the Con-
tinental Shelf;
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MAINSTREAM DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION
a.	 Build resilience to disas-

ters by:

i.	 Providing financial and 
technical assistance, and 
capacity-building for di-
saster risk reduction and 
more robust multi-haz-
ard risk governance;

ii.	 Assisting small island 
developing States to 
respond to disasters 
by supporting them, 
through the interna-
tional financial institu-
tions, to build and design 
risk-resilient infrastruc-
ture and improving the 
speed of post-disaster 
support;

iii.	 Allocating ex-ante fi-
nancing to enable the 
systemic reduction of 
disaster risk and resil-
ience-building, including 

the disclosure of disaster 
risk;

iv.	 Continuing to support 
the development of ve-
hicles and instruments 
aimed at providing sup-
port to small island de-
veloping States, includ-
ing through emergency 
liquidity as required, and 
funding reconstruction 
after disasters;

v.	 Increasing support, in-
cluding financing, to 
improve small island 
developing States’ data 
collection, governance, 
management, analysis 
and assessment of haz-
ards, disaster events and 
their impacts, including 
losses and damages in 
small island developing 
States;
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SAFE AND HEALTHY SOCIETIES
a.	 Strengthen health sys-

tems by:

i.	 Increasing access to as-
sistance for health sys-
tems, including financ-
ing, aligned with national 
and regional priorities;

ii.	 Providing financial and 
technical assistance 

and capacity-building 
support to prevent and 
address the impact of 
non-communicable dis-
eases and mental health 
conditions, including in 
support of the Bridge-
town Declaration on 
Non-communicable Dis-
eases and Mental Health, 
as appropriate;

DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS AND USE
a.	 Strengthen data collec-

tion, storage and analy-
sis by:

i.	 Investing in building hu-
man and institutional ca-
pacity in small island de-
veloping States to collect 
quality, accessible, timely 
and reliable, disaggre-
gated data, according to 
their national contexts, to 
measure progress and to 
ensure that no one is left 
behind;

ii.	 Strengthening and mod-
ernizing national data 
infrastructure and sys-

tems in small island de-
veloping States to better 
integrate data into devel-
opment planning, and 
enhancing the capacity 
of statistical offices in 
small island developing 
States;

iii.	 Enhancing sci-
ence-based and in-
novative approaches, 
including sustainable 
development-oriented, 
inclusive and 

iv.	 responsible use of arti-
ficial intelligence, in the 
non-military domain, in 
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full respect, promotion 
and protection of human 
rights and internation-
al law, for the collection, 
storage, analysis, disag-
gregation, dissemination 
and use of demographic 
data in small island de-
veloping States, includ-
ing use of geospatial 
technologies;

v.	 Enhancing partnerships 
and the sharing of best 
practice, expertise, digital 
public goods and data in 
order to facilitate small 
island developing States 

peer-to-peer learning, 
including through the 
Small Island Developing 
States Centre of Excel-
lence and existing statis-
tical initiatives, including 
through regional organi-
zations;

vi.	 Providing high-quality 
spatial data for small is-
land developing States 
and working to down-
scale global datasets to 
provide accurate infor-
mation for small island 
developing States;

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, INNOVATION 
AND DIGITALIZATION
a.	 Harness the potential of 

science, technology and 
innovation and advance 
the benefits of digita-
lization in small island 
developing States by:

i.	 Providing small island 
developing States with 
the necessary means 
of implementation to 
strengthen their scientif-
ic and technological ca-

pacities;

ii.	 Taking action to harness 
digital technologies to 
achieve sustainable de-
velopment in small is-
land developing States 
by strengthening digital 
cooperation, developing 
digital infrastructure, 
bridging digital divides 
and ensuring an open 
and inclusive digital fu-
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ture for all;

iii.	 Assisting small island 
developing States in de-
veloping national road 
maps for digitalization, 
science, technology and 
innovation and to sup-
port small island devel-
oping States to build up 
national capacities for 
developing and utilizing 
state-of-the-art technolo-
gies, including renewable 
energy technologies, ma-
rine technologies for the 
ocean-based economy 
and other areas signifi-
cant to sustainable devel-
opment, including digital 
technologies;

iv.	 Assisting the develop-
ment of policies and 
legislation to create an 
enabling environment to 
boost digital transforma-
tion, innovation, enhance 
digital infrastructure 
and connectivity, bridge 
digital divides, enhance 
digital skills, support gov-
ernment digital services 
and digital public infra-
structure, and leverage 
science and technolo-

gy, including new and 
emerging technology 
and artificial intelligence, 
taking into account the 
unique needs of small is-
land developing States;

v.	 Supporting the Small Is-
land Developing States 
Centre of Excellence 
through its innovation 
and technology mecha-
nism to provide learning 
opportunities, exchange 
experiences and support 
innovation, so as to en-
hance capacity-building 
and narrow the digital 
divides;

vi.	 Creating and supporting 
inclusive digital societies, 
and implementing initia-
tives at all levels to devel-
op human resources in 
science and technology, 
engineering, the arts and 
mathematics, especially 
to promote the interest 
of children, including 
girls, youth, women, per-
sons with disabilities and 
other people in vulner-
able situations, and to 
strengthen the quality of 
education and reskilling 
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PRODUCTIVE POPULATIONS
a.	 Increase prosperity and 

productive capacities, 
employment, equal-
ity and inclusivity in 
small island developing 
States by:

i.	 Empowering small is-
land developing States 
to capture the benefits 
of digital technologies 
and resources for inclu-
sive, equitable and quali-
ty education and lifelong 
learning opportunities, 
including through dis-
tance learning;

ii.	 Promoting, protect-
ing and improving the 

health and nutrition of 
populations through 
multisectoral action and 
strengthening health 
systems to support ed-
ucational attainment, a 
growing and productive 
workforce, poverty re-
duction and resilience to 
shocks;

iii.	 Providing quality edu-
cation opportunities for 
children and youth at risk 
and developing strate-
gies to address under-
performance, especially 
of boys in school, to en-
sure they are educated 
with skill sets to enable 

in these fields by mod-
ernizing school curricula;

vii.	 Developing digital solu-
tions to expand com-
merce to support efforts 
to overcome the adverse 
impacts of remoteness 
and other structural con-
straints in small island 
developing States;

viii.	Supporting the building 
of capacity among popu-

lations of small island de-
veloping States to access 
new and emerging tech-
nological innovations, 
improving digital and fi-
nancial literacy and skills, 
to ensure that everyone, 
especially the most vul-
nerable, has access to 
services, both offline and 
online, and benefits from 
economic opportunities;
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them to successfully en-
ter the labour market, 
taking into account na-
tional circumstances;

iv.	 Developing policies, 
strategies and norms to 
promote employment 
and reduce unemploy-
ment and underem-
ployment, by promoting 
skills development and 
productivity, technolo-
gy transfer on mutually 
agreed terms and ex-
perience-sharing that 
respond to evolving job 

markets and reducing 
barriers to employment, 
especially for youth and 
women;

v.	 Increasing investment in 
the quality of education, 
reskilling and lifelong 
learning opportunities, 
especially for children, 
youth, women, Indige-
nous Peoples, local com-
munities, persons with 
disabilities, migrants and 
displaced persons and 
other people in vulnera-
ble situations;
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PARTNERSHIPS
a.	 New, innovative and 

bold approaches to 
partnership based on 
mutual collaboration 
and ownership, trust, 
alignment, harmoni-
zation, respect, results 
orientation, account-
ability, transparency, 
including with relevant 
stakeholders, and coop-
eration that leverages a 
whole-of-government 
and whole-of-society 
approach, by:

i.	 Expanding and diversi-
fying partnerships with 
local authorities, civil so-
ciety and non-govern-
mental organizations, 
foundations, the private 
sector, academia and in-
ternational financial in-
stitutions to implement 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Agenda for Small Island 
Developing States;

ii.	 Supporting SIDS-SIDS 
cooperation, capaci-
ty-building and knowl-
edge exchange, particu-
larly among institutions 
of small island develop-
ing States, including the 
SIDS-SIDS Green-Blue 
Economy Knowledge 
Transfer Hub at the Uni-
versity of the West Indies 
Cave Hill campus in Bar-
bados;

iii.	 Leveraging North-South, 
triangular and South-
South cooperation, in-
cluding SIDS-to-SIDS, 
to mobilize human, fi-
nancial, technical and 
technological resourc-
es, while recalling that 
South-South cooperation 
is not a substitute for, but 
rather a complement to, 
North-South coopera-
tion.
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A MORE EFFECTIVE UNITED NATIONS 
IN SUPPORT OF SMALL ISLAND 
DEVELOPING STATES
33.	 We value the role of the 

United Nations system 
in supporting small is-
land developing States 
to achieve their sustain-
able development ob-
jectives and request all 
United Nations devel-
opment system entities 
to contribute to the im-
plementation of, and to 
integrate, the Antigua 
and Barbuda Agenda for 
Small Island Developing 
States into their strate-
gic and work plans, in 
accordance with their 
mandates.

34.	 We underline the need 
to give due consider-
ation to the issues and 
concerns of small island 
developing States in all 
relevant major United 
Nations conferences 
and processes and the 
relevant work of the 

United Nations develop-
ment system.

35.	 We call upon the Unit-
ed Nations system to 
ensure country and 
multi-country offices of 
all United Nations enti-
ties operating in small 
island developing States 
are well resourced, with 
staff with the appropri-
ate skills, experience, 
country context and 
capacities to operate 
effectively, and to avoid 
vacancies at the country 
level, particularly in resi-
dent coordinator offices.

36.	 We request the Sec-
retary-General, in his 
annual report to the 
General Assembly at 
its eightieth session on 
the implementation of 
the Antigua and Barbu-
da Agenda for Small Is-
land Developing States, 
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to present proposals to 
ensure a coordinated, 
coherent and effective 
United Nations sys-
tem-wide capacity-de-
velopment approach to 
small island developing 
States and to enhance 
the implementation, 
monitoring and eval-
uation of the Agenda, 
including a potential 
single SIDS-dedicated 
entity at the Secretariat.

37.	 We also request the Sec-
retary-General, in con-

sultation with States, 
including through the 
Steering Committee on 
Partnerships for Small Is-
land Developing States, 
to present recommen-
dations for the strength-
ening of the Small Is-
land Developing States 
Partnership Framework 
and the Small Island De-
veloping States Global 
Business Network and 
its Forum.



The Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for Small Island Developing States

A Renewed Declaration for Resilient Prosperity43

MONITORING AND EVALUATION
38.	We commit to engaging 

in systematic monitoring 
and evaluation of the An-
tigua and Barbuda Agen-
da for Small Island De-
veloping States over the 
next 10 years. We request 
the Secretary-General to 
convene an inter-agen-
cy task force to develop 
a monitoring and eval-
uation framework, with 
clear targets and indi-
cators, to be completed 
by no later than the sec-
ond quarter of 2025. The 
framework should build 
on the monitoring and 
evaluation framework 
for the Samoa Pathway, 
in line with the targets 
and indicators of the 
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, and use data 
from existing reporting 
mechanisms where pos-
sible and should not be 
overly burdensome or 
create new processes or 
requirements for small 
island developing States.

39.	We call upon the Depart-
ment of Economic and 
Social Affairs and the 
Office of the High Rep-
resentative for the Least 
Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Small Is-
land Developing States 
to conduct workshops to 
familiarize small island 
developing States with 
the application of the 
framework and build ca-
pacity to collect and sub-
mit their data.

40.	We call for the annual 
small island developing 
States segment of the 
high-level political forum 
on sustainable develop-
ment convened under 
the auspices of the Eco-
nomic and Social Coun-
cil to be repurposed to 
review annually progress 
against commitments in 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Agenda for Small Island 
Developing States that 
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are aligned with the Sus-
tainable Development 
Goals under review. To 
support this, we request 
the Secretary-General 
to prepare an annual re-
port on progress in im-
plementing the Agenda, 
drawing on data from 
the monitoring and eval-
uation framework.

41.	 Beginning in 2026, we 
call upon the Econom-
ic Commission for Latin 
America and the Carib-
bean, the Economic and 
Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific and 
the Economic Commis-
sion for Africa to conduct 
a comprehensive bienni-
al review of progress in 
each small island devel-
oping State in their re-
spective regions, which 
should inform the report 
of the Secretary-General 
on follow-up to the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Agen-
da for Small Island De-
veloping States. In this 
regard, we note the call 

for the establishment of 
a regional coordination 
mechanism for the At-
lantic, Indian Ocean and 
South China Sea small is-
land developing States to 
support implementation 
of the Agenda and con-
tribute to its monitoring 
and review. We request 
the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific and the Eco-
nomic Commission for 
Africa to establish small 
island developing States 
divisions, within existing 
resources, to coordinate 
monitoring, evaluation 
and reporting for the At-
lantic, Indian Ocean and 
South China Sea small 
island developing States.

42.	We call for the General 
Assembly to undertake a 
comprehensive midterm 
review of the Antigua 
and Barbuda Agenda 
for Small Island Devel-
oping States, informed 
by regional preparatory 
meetings, to highlight 
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solutions to address the 
gaps and challenges in 
the implementation of 
the Agenda and identify 
priorities for the final five 
years of its implementa-
tion.
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