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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Place and date of the meeting
1. The special meeting of the Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on Social Development
in Latin America and the Caribbean was held virtually on 24 March 2025.
Attendance'

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following member countries in their capacity
as Presiding Officers: Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica and Panama.

3. Also attending were representatives of the following member countries of the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC): Antigua and Barbuda, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Spain, Suriname, United States and Uruguay.

4. The following associate members of ECLAC also participated: Anguilla, British Virgin Islands
and Montserrat.

Chair

5. The Presiding Officers, as elected at the fifth session of the Regional Conference on Social
Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Santiago from 3 to 5 October 2023, were as follows:

Chair: Chile
Vice-Chairs: Argentina
Barbados
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Brazil
Costa Rica
Honduras
Panama
B. AGENDA
6. The Presiding Officers adopted the following agenda:
1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. Review of the document Latin America and the Caribbean Looking Ahead to the Second
World Summit for Social Development: Proposals for Inclusive Social Development.
3. Consideration of the region’s key messages for the Second World Summit for Social
Development.
4. Consideration and adoption of agreements.

I See the list of participants in annex 2.



C. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening session

7. Statements were made by José Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs, Executive Secretary of ECLAC, and
Javiera Toro, Minister of Social Development and Family Affairs of Chile, in her capacity as Chair of the
Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on Social Development in Latin America and the Caribbean.

8. In his introductory remarks, the Executive Secretary of ECLAC said that the document Latin America
and the Caribbean Looking Ahead to the Second World Summit for Social Development: Proposals for
Inclusive Social Development reflected the region’s strong commitment to multilateral cooperation on ending
poverty and hunger and reducing inequality. The document contained proposals for countries to take effective,
transformative steps towards inclusive social development, and focused not only on the desired outcomes but
also on how to achieve them. He emphasized the importance of strengthening the institutional framework for
social policy and of having an appropriate legal and regulatory framework, well-defined organizational roles
and responsibilities, sustainable and sufficient financing, and human and technical resources that were aligned
with needs. Technical, operational, political and prospective (TOPP) capabilities must be strengthened to
enable countries to take transformative action and overcome development traps.

9. The Minister of Social Development and Family Affairs of Chile, in her capacity as Chair of the
Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on Social Development in Latin America and the Caribbean,
said that both the efforts to support fulfilment of the 2030 Agenda and the Conference’s work were essential
for ensuring that the voice of Latin America and the Caribbean was heard at the Second World Summit for
Social Development. She referred to the many challenges faced by the region, including development traps,
which were exacerbated by global demographic shifts, such as population ageing, among other factors. It
had thus become imperative to focus on the care crisis, which had been worsened by gender and equality
gaps. Progress was needed on a new, family-focused development model, that boosted countries’ economic
competitiveness and sustainability. It was also important to promote a comprehensive approach to care.

Review of the document Latin America and the Caribbean Looking Ahead to the Second World Summit for
Social Development: Proposals for Inclusive Social Development (agenda item 2)

10. The Chief of the Social Development Division of ECLAC presented the document Latin America
and the Caribbean Looking Ahead to the Second World Summit for Social Development: Proposals for
Inclusive Social Development.

11. The document contained the proposed messages for the upcoming Summit.

Consideration of the region’s key messages for the Second World Summit for Social Development (agenda
item 3)

12. The Minister for Social Development and Assistance, Family Affairs and the Fight against Hunger
of Brazil said that the document, which was aimed at fostering a more just, inclusive and sustainable future,
expressed the region’s needs and aspirations. He reaffirmed the need to strengthen the region’s participation
in global initiatives and to share best practices in the area of social protection and food security programmes.
Innovation and collaboration were critical to eradicate poverty and reduce inequalities. Strengthening
partnerships by sharing experiences and practices at the global level was a priority, and the Second World
Summit for Social Development would be an opportunity to strengthen that collaboration and ensure the
fulfilment of the commitments made.



13. The Minister of Social Development of Uruguay said that the objectives set forth in the document
were in line with the targets that had been set in his country to reduce social inequalities. Those included by
combating rising child poverty, expanding and strengthening the Integrated National Care System and
providing more services for homeless persons, issues that required collaboration with other stakeholders. He
noted the need to transform power relations and to foster comprehensive, inter-agency social policy
approaches.

14. The Minister of Human Development and Social Inclusion of Costa Rica referred to the agenda of
the Second World Summit for Social Development and to the importance of discussing the uncertainty
brought about by the global context, as the possible effects of major powers’ policy measures on the most
dependent economies, such as Costa Rica, were unknown. She welcomed the opportunity presented by the
Second World Summit for Social Development to propose various means of ensuring the solvency and
sustainability of social policy budgets by aligning social and economic policies.

15. The Deputy Minister of Policy and Social Evaluation of the Ministry of Development and Social
Inclusion of Peru said that it was not only a question of closing gaps and achieving inclusion, but also
tackling the causes of poverty and extreme and multidimensional poverty. The region must address
emerging issues, some of which were more pressing than those on the agenda. He emphasized the
importance of information material on social policy that could be shared and applied, to be adapted as
required for each country.

16. The Under-Secretary General of Planning of Ecuador reaffirmed her country’s support for the key
messages for the Second World Summit for Social Development and emphasized the importance of people-centred
public policy. The 2024-2025 National Development Plan implemented in her country aimed to reduce poverty
and extreme poverty through job creation and self-employment strategies. She also cited non-contributory cash
transfer programmes, such as the Human Development Grant and the Human Development Loan, which were
specifically focused on risk management. The Plan outlined measures to ensure social inclusion throughout the life
cycle, with an emphasis on preventing the recruitment of children and adolescents into criminal activities. She
mentioned comprehensive public policies encompassing education, culture and sports and their connection to
people’s use of free time. Lastly, she emphasized the importance of international and multilateral
cooperation mechanisms.

17. The Director of Employment at the Ministry of Labour and Social Security of Cuba said that his
country was addressing issues such as job informality, the care crisis, and climate change and its
repercussions. He noted that policies aimed at transformation were being developed and emphasized that
the document should include the good practices of other countries to inform the discussions at the Second
World Summit for Social Development.

18. The Technical Adviser of the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID)
highlighted the need to commit to closing structural equality gaps, gender gaps and gaps in access to rights,
and to eradicate poverty. She referred to the inequality indicator the Agency had developed to measure
progress in addressing inequality, and to the Agency’s management plan, which identified the challenges
faced by Latin America and the Caribbean.

19. The Deputy Minister of Social Development of Panama stressed that little time remained for the
region to meet the social development objectives of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The
Indigenous population was the most vulnerable to multidimensional poverty, including in rural, semi-rural
and urban areas. Social assistance programmes for older persons and for mothers, community support
networks, food grants and literacy programmes were among the measures in place in Panama. The



humanitarian assistance provided to migrants in transit to the United States was a major issue that placed
significant strain on his country’s budget.

Consideration and adoption of agreements (agenda item 4)

20. The representatives adopted the agreements contained in annex 1 of this report.

Closing session

21. At the closing session, statements were made by Alberto Arenas de Mesa, Chief of the Social
Development Division of ECLAC, and Javiera Toro, Minister of Social Development and Family Affairs
of Chile, in her capacity as Chair of the Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on Social
Development in Latin America and the Caribbean.

22. The Chief of the Social Development Division thanked the delegations for attending and invited
them to actively participate in the preparations for the sixth session of the Regional Conference, to be held
in Brasilia in September 2025.

23. The Minister of Social Development and Family Affairs of Chile, in her capacity as Chair of the
Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on Social Development in Latin America and the Caribbean,
welcomed the opportunity to follow up and implement the agenda set forth at the fifth session of the Regional
Conference on Social Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Santiago. The messages from
the Conference and the countries of the region contained in the document would contribute greatly to the
Second World Summit for Social Development, and were being conveyed at a critical juncture, ahead of the
deliberations and negotiations to be led by the co-facilitators. In conclusion, she called on the representatives
of the member countries of the Conference to participate in the Summit and support those messages, which
were of critical importance for both the Conference and its Presiding Officers.



Annex 1

AGREEMENTS

At their special meeting, held virtually on 24 March 2025, the Presiding Officers of the Regional
Conference on Social Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, agreed to:

1. Emphasize the importance of putting people and their rights at the heart of inclusive
social development and protecting the population from the impacts of poverty and inequality in their
various dimensions;

2. Reiterate the conviction that multilateralism and cooperation are essential means for
progressing with the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the region;

3. Reaffirm the importance of moving forward with the implementation of the Regional
Agenda for Inclusive Social Development, in particular by strengthening social policy institutions for the
development of universal, comprehensive, sustainable and resilient social protection systems, to leave no
one behind in the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals;

4. Highlight the need to strengthen, among other things, labour inclusion policies,
non-contributory pension systems and comprehensive care policies to meet the development challenges in
the region;

5. Reaffirm the importance of positioning the voice of Latin America and the Caribbean at
the Second World Summit for Social Development, to be held in Qatar in November 2025, and securing
agreements and commitments that will enable decisive progress towards inclusive social development;

6. Welcome the document Latin America and the Caribbean Looking Ahead to the Second
World Summit for Social Development: Proposals for Inclusive Social Development' prepared by the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in coordination with Chile and
Brazil, in their capacity as current and incoming Chairs of the Regional Conference on Social Development
in Latin America and the Caribbean;

7. Request the Chair to present the content of the agreed document to the representatives of
Belgium and Morocco, in their capacity as co-facilitators of the Second World Summit for Social
Development, and the United Nations entities in charge of its organization, as well as at the eighth meeting
of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development, which will
be held at the headquarters of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean in Santiago
from 31 March to 4 April 2025;

8. Thank the Governments of Chile and Brazil, in their capacity as current and incoming
Chairs of the Regional Conference on Social Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, for their
leadership in the preparation of the document presented and for representing the region by conveying the
countries’ messages ahead of the Second World Summit for Social Development;

! LC/MDS.E-2025/3.



9. Thank the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, in its capacity as
secretariat of the Regional Conference on Social Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, for the
support provided in the organization of this special meeting of the Presiding Officers and request it to
prepare technical information to support the participation of the countries of the region in the Second World
Summit for Social Development;

10. Commend the Government of Brazil for its efforts in preparation of the sixth session of the
Regional Conference on Social Development of Latin America and the Caribbean, which will be held from
2 to 4 September 2025, and request the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean to
convene that session.



Annex 2

LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES/LIST OF PARTICIPANTS'

A. Estados miembros de la Comision/Member States of the Commission

ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA/ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

Representante/Representative:
- Lavern Browne, Department of Social Policy, Research and Planning, Ministry of Social
Transformation and Human Resource Development, email: lafbrowne@gmail.com;

BARBADOS

Representante/Representative:
- Jehu Wiltshire, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of People Empowerment and Elder Affairs,
email: jehu.wiltshire@barbados.gov.bb;

Miembro de la delegacion/Delegation member:
- Lee Rose, Social Policy Advisor, email: lee.rose@barbados.gov.bb;

BRASIL/BRAZIL

Representante/Representative:
- Wellington Dias, Ministro de Desarrollo y Asistencia Social, Familia y Lucha contra el Hambre,
email: internacional@mds.gov.br;

Miembros de la delegacion/Delegation members:

- Renato Godinho, Asesor Especial de Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio de Desarrollo y Asistencia
Social, Familia y Lucha contra el Hambre, email: renato.godinho@mds.gov.br;

- Leonardo Serikawa, Coordinador General de Temas Internacionales, Ministerio de Desarrollo y
Asistencia Social, Familia y Lucha contra el Hambre, email: leonardo.serikawa@mds.gov.br;

CHILE

Representante/Representative:
- Javiera Toro, Ministra de Desarrollo Social y Familia, email: javiera.toro@desarrollosocial.gob.cl;

Miembros de la delegacion/Delegation members:

- Zoe Zabala, Asesora en Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social y Familia;

- Camilo Ortega, Asesor de Gabinete, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social y Familia;

- Ulises Rojas, Jefe Subrogante, Unidad de Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social y
Familia, email: urojas@desarrollosocial.gob.cl;

! Los datos de esta lista son los suministrados por los participantes en el registro correspondiente que se habilito

para la reunion. / The information contained in this list is as supplied by the participants themselves, in the register
provided for the meeting.
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- Alfonso Zagal, Asesor de Comunicaciones, Gabinete de la Ministra, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social y
Familia, email: azagal@desarrollosocial.cl;

- Andrés Pérez, Fotografo, Gabinete de la Ministra, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social y Familia,
email: aperezc@desarrollosocial.gob.cl;

COSTA RICA

Representante/Representative:
- Yorleni Leén Marchena, Ministra de Desarrollo Humano e Inclusion Social, email: yleon@imas.go.cr;

CUBA

Representante/Representative:
- Israel Antonio Riverdn Sanchez, Director de Empleo, Ministerio de Trabajo y Seguridad Social,
email: israel.riveron@mtss.gob.cu;

ECUADOR

Representante/Representative:
- Emilia Ruiz, Subsecretaria Nacional de Planificacion, email: eruiz@planificacion.gob.ec;

Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

- José Jurado, Analista de Relaciones Internacionales, Ministerio de Inclusion Econémica y Social,
email: jose.jurado@inclusion.gob.ec;

- Maria Jara, Ministerio de Inclusion Econdémica y Social, email: mechitacepeda@gmail.com;

- Santiago Avilés, Secretaria Nacional de Planificacion, email: saviles@planificacion.gob.ec;

- Mercedes Jara, Ministerio de Inclusion Econémica y Social, email: daniela.riofrio@inclusion.gob.ec;

EL SALVADOR

Representante/Representative:
- Irma Yolanda Nuiiez, Coordinadora Area Social, Presidencia de la Republica,
email: inunez@presidencia.gob.sv;

ESPANA/SPAIN

Representante/Representative:
- Leticia de Guindos, Consejera Técnica, Agencia Espafiola de Cooperacion Internacional para
el Desarrollo (AECID), email: leticia.deguindos@aecid.es;

ESTADOS UNIDOS/UNITED STATES

Representante/Representative:
- Xavier Billingsley, Department of State, email: billingsleyxj@state.gov;
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GUATEMALA

Representante/Representative:
- Maria Alejandra Menaldo, Viceministra de Politicas, Planificacion y Evaluacion, Ministerio de
Desarrollo Social, email: mmenaldo@mides.gob.gt;

GUYANA

Representante/Representative:
- Hamwanttie Bisesar, Deputy Director of Social Services, Ministry of Human Services
and Social Security, email: h.bisesar@mhsss.gov.gy;

JAMAICA

Representante/Representative:
- Collette Robinson, Director, Social Protection and Gender Unit, Planning Institute of Jamaica,
email: collette robinson@pioj.gov.jm;

MEXICO/MEXICO

Representante/Representative:
- Ximena Mariscal del Alba, Primera Secretaria, Asuntos Multilaterales, Embajada de México en Chile,
email: xmariscal@sre.gob.mx;

Miembros de la delegacion/Delegation members:

- Wladimir Gémez Mufioz, Embajada de México en Chile, email: multilateralchi@sre.gob.mx;

- Rocio Pérez Mendoza, Directora para Asuntos Economicos y Sociales, Secretaria de Relaciones
Exteriores, email: rperezm@sre.gob.mx;

- Vanessa Alanis, Jefa, Departamento para Asuntos Sociales, Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores,
email: valanis@sre.gob.mx;

- Lorena Alvarado, Coordinadora para Desarrollo Sostenible, Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores,
email: lalvarado@sre.gob.mx;

- Pedro Ortega, Secretaria de Bienestar, email: pedroortegaf(@bienestar.gob.mx;

- Miguel Aguirre, Secretaria de Bienestar, email: miguel.aguirre@bienestar.gob.mx;

- QGrecia Sebastian, Secretaria de Bienestar, email: grecia.sebastian@bienestar.gob.mx;

- Delia Rivera, Secretaria de Bienestar, email: delia.rivera@bienestar.gob.mx;

NICARAGUA

Representante/Representative:
- Oknan Bello, Gerente de Vigilancia Financiera, Banco Central de Nicaragua,
email: obello@bcn.gob.ni;

PANAMA/PANAMA

Representante/Representative:
- Ricardo Adolfo Landero Miranda, Viceministro de Desarrollo Social, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social;
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Miembros de la delegacién/Delegation members:

- Maria Inés Esquivel, Secretaria Técnica del Gabinete Social, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social,
email: mesquivel@mides.gob.pa;

- Clarissa Martinez, Asesora Legal, Secretaria Técnica del Gabinete Social, Ministerio de Desarrollo
Social, email: clamartinez@mides.gob.pa;

- Eleana Duarte, Secretaria Técnica del Gabinete Social, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social,
email: nanal029243@gmail.com;

- Jenifer Solis, Secretaria Técnica del Gabinete Social, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social,
email: jsolis@mides.gob.pa;

- Antonio Ernesto Diaz Cueva, Secretaria Técnica del Gabinete Social, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social,
email: adiaz@mides.gob.pa;

PARAGUAY

Representante/Representative:
- José Soler, Director General de Relaciones Internacionales y Cooperacion, Ministerio de Desarrollo
Social, email: jsoler@mds.gov.py;

Miembro de la delegacion/Delegation member:
- Sabino Enrique Ferreira Rodriguez, Direccion de Relaciones Exteriores, Ministerio de Relaciones
Exteriores, email: sferreirar@mre.gov.py;

PERU/PERU

Representante/Representative:
- Carlos Barreda, Viceministro de Politicas y Evaluacion Social, Ministerio de Desarrollo e Inclusion
Social, email: cbarreda@midis.gob.pe;

Miembros de la delegacion/Delegation members:

- Valeria Asencios, Ministerio de Desarrollo e Inclusion Social, email: valeriasencios. 1 8@gmail.com;

- Normy Wieslawa De Pawlikowski, Jefa, Oficina General de Cooperacion y Asuntos Internacionales,
Ministerio de Desarrollo e Inclusion Social, email: ndepawlikowski@gmail.midis.gob.pe;

REPUBLICA DOMINICANA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Miembro de la delegacion/Delegation member:

- Nelson Chavez, Director General de Desarrollo Economico y Social, Ministerio de Economia,
Planificacion y Desarrollo, email: nchavez@economia.gob.do;

- Perla Soto, Ministerio de Economia, Planificacion y Desarrollo, email: psoto@economia.gob.do;

SANTA LUCIA/SAINT LUCIA

Representante/Representative:
- Tanzia Toussaint, Deputy Director of Social Transformation, Ministry of Equity, Social Justice and
Empowerment, email: ttoussaint@gosl.gov.Ic;



mailto:mesquivel@mides.gob.pa
mailto:clamartinez@mides.gob.pa
mailto:nana1029243@gmail.com
mailto:jsolis@mides.gob.pa
mailto:adiaz@mides.gob.pa
mailto:jsoler@mds.gov.py
mailto:sferreirar@mre.gov.py
mailto:cbarreda@midis.gob.pe
mailto:valeriasencios.18@gmail.com
mailto:ndepawlikowski@gmail.midis.gob.pe
mailto:nchavez@economia.gob.do
mailto:psoto@economia.gob.do
mailto:ttoussaint@gosl.gov.lc

13

SURINAME

Representante/Representative:
- Raoul Dankoor, Focal Point on behalf of the Secretary of State of Social Affairs and Housing,
email: raoulfdankoor@gmail.com;

URUGUAY

Representante/Representative:
- Gonzalo Civila, Ministro de Desarrollo Social, email: gonzalo.civila@mides.gub.uy;

Miembro de la delegacion/Delegation member:
- Marcel Birnfeld, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social, email: marcel.birnfeld@mides.gub.uy;

B. Miembros asociados de la Comision/Associate members of the Commission

ANGUILA/ANGUILLA

Representante/Representative:
- Bonnie Richardson-Lake, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Social Development and Education,
email: bonnie.richardson@gov.ai;

ISLAS VIRGENES BRITANICAS/BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

Representante/Representative:
- Tasha Bertie, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health and Social Development,
email: tbertie@gov.vg;

MONTSERRAT

Representante/Representative:
- Teresena Fergus, Director, Social Services Department, Ministry of Health and Social Services,
email: fergust@gov.ms;

C. Secretaria/Secretariat

Comisiéon Econémica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)/Economic Commission for

Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

- José Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs, Secretario Ejecutivo/Executive Secretary,
email: secretarioejecutivo@cepal.org;

- Luis F. Yafez, Secretario de la Comision, Oficina de la Secretaria de la Comision/Secretary
of the Commission, Office of the Secretary of the Commission, email: luis.yanez@cepal.org;

- Alberto Arenas de Mesa, Director, Division de Desarrollo Social/Chief, Social Development Division,
email: alberto.arenas@cepal.org;
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Rodrigo Martinez, Oficial Superior de Asuntos Sociales, Division de Desarrollo Social/Senior Social
Affairs Officer, Social Development Division, email: rodrigo.martinez@cepal.org;

Carlos Maldonado, Oficial de Asuntos Sociales, Division de Desarrollo Social/Social Affairs Officer,
Social Development Division, email: carlos.maldonado@cepal.org;

Claudia Robles, Oficial de Asuntos Sociales, Division de Desarrollo Social/Social Affairs Officer,
Social Development Division, email: claudia.robles@cepal.org;

Amalia Palma, Asistente de Investigacion, Division de Desarrollo Social/Research Assistant,

Social Development Division, email: amalia.palma@cepal.org;

Karen Haase, Asistente Superior de Gestion de Documentos, Oficina de la Secretaria de la
Comision/Senior Documents Management Assistant, Office of the Secretary of the Commission,
email: karen.haase@cepal.org;

Daniela Huneeus, Asistente de Ciencias Sociales, Division de Desarrollo Social/Social Sciences
Assistant, Social Development Division, email: daniela.huneeus@un.org;
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