
 

 

 

 

PANELIST BIOGRAPHIES 

Naomi Arboleda 

With a background in Political Science, Public Policy, and Project Management, 

she holds certifications in PM4R and strategic planning with a gender 

perspective. She is a professional with over ten years of experience coordinating 

social projects at both national and international levels. She has led strategic 

initiatives within the Supérate Program in the Dominican Republic, such as the 

Economic Inclusion Component of the INSPIRE Project (World Bank). She has 

held key positions, including Director of Economic Empowerment and Director 

of International Relations at the Ministry of Women, where she promoted the 

global human rights agenda with a gender focus. She is currently the Coordinator 

of Economic Inclusion for External Cooperation Projects at the Social 

Development Directorate of Supérate, Dominican Republic. 

 

Alberto Arenas de Mesa 

Alberto Arenas de Mesa is Director of the Social Development Division at the 

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). He holds a 

degree in Economics from the University of Chile and a Ph.D. in Economics from 

the University of Pittsburgh. He served as Chile’s Minister of Finance, where he 

led the 2014 tax reform, and as Budget Director at the Ministry of Finance, where 

he led the 2008 pension system reform. He was Executive Secretary of the 

Ministers’ Committee for the Pension Reform that same year. He is the author 

of four books and more than 35 publications related to fiscal policy, social 

protection, and pension systems. 

 

Jesús Baldeón  

Lawyer and economist, with a specialization in Public Policy Design from PUCP 
and a Master's in Public Procurement Law from the University of Castilla-La 
Mancha. He has over ten years of experience in the public sector, working in 
areas such as sectoral policies, procurement, cooperation, and international 
affairs. He has held senior management positions, including Deputy Minister 
of Labor, Superintendent of SUNAFIL, and Director General in various 
ministries. He is currently the Deputy Minister of Employment Promotion and 
Vocational Training, from where he has led key initiatives such as Mi Carrera, 
Capacit-T, and the Registry of Informal Workers. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Ernesto Báscolo  
 
Doctor and economist, a distinguished professional in the field of social sciences. 

He currently serves as Head of the Primary Health Care and Integrated Service 

Delivery Unit (PH) in the Department of Health Systems and Services (HSS) at the 

Pan American Health Organization (PAHO). In recognition of his outstanding 

career and expertise, he was appointed Regional Advisor on Governance, 

Leadership, Policy, and Planning at PAHO for seven years. In this role, he 

provided strategic advice and guidance on key health-related issues in the 

region. His expertise spans a wide range of areas, including health promotion, 

disease prevention and control, and the planning and management of health 

systems. 

 

Emmanuelle Barozet 

Emmanuelle Barozet, sociologist, full professor at the Department of Sociology, 
University of Chile and senior researcher at COES, Center for the Study of Conflict 
and Social Cohesion. Her lines of research are: a) inequalities, social 
stratification, middle classes, social justice; b) informal institutions, local politics, 
clientelism, capitalism, social cohesion and social cohesion; c) social cohesion 
and social cohesion. 
 
 
 
 
 
María Claudia Camacho 
 
She is a lawyer and economist from the Universidad de Los Andes in Bogotá, 

Colombia, holds a Master in International Development from George 

Washington University and a Master of Public Administration (MPA) from 

Columbia University. Chief of the Labor and Employment Section of the 

Organization of American States, where she coordinates the actions to set 

priorities and develop regional action plans in favor of more and better jobs in 

the Americas. In her more than 20 years of experience, she has worked with 

practically all the governments in the Americas, multiple trade union 

organizations and business associations in strategies to promote employment 

and protect labor rights. She is a specialist in development and employment 

issues, particularly youth employment, active labor market policies, gender 

equity, and the future of work.  

 

 



 

 

 

 Donato Camey 

Physician and surgeon graduated from the University of San Carlos of 

Guatemala. He holds a Master’s degree in Public Health with a focus on 

Epidemiology from Rafael Landívar University. He is the Vice Minister of Health 

of Guatemala. With over 14 years of experience, he has worked at the Inclusive 

Health Institute, promoting a public health approach with cultural relevance. He 

has been involved in implementing health strategies in various departments 

throughout the country. 

 
 

 
Luis Raúl Chapa 

Dr. Luis Raul Chapa Mejia is a midwife surgeon graduated from the Universidad 
Autonoma de Tamaulipas, with a specialty in Family Medicine. He has a Master's 
Degree in Science with a specialty in Emergency Medicine, as well as a Master's 
Degree in Administration and Management in Health Institutions. He is certified 
by the Mexican Board of Certification in Family Medicine and is a member of the 
board of directors of the College of Specialists and Residents in Family Medicine 
in southern Tamaulipas. His career has focused on strengthening Primary Health 
Care as the most cost-effective strategy to advance towards universal health 
coverage in Mexico, with special attention to ensure equitable access for the 
most vulnerable and marginalized populations. 

 

Sukti Dasgupta  
 
Sukti Dasgupta has been the Director of the Conditions of Work and Equality 

Department at ILO headquarters in Geneva since March 2023. Before this, she 

was Chief of the Employment, Labour Markets, and Youth Branch in the ILO. She 

started her career in the ILO at its Geneva headquarters in 1997 and worked in 

the field from 2003 till 2016 in the Decent Work Teams in South Asia, South-East, 

and East Asia. She also led the ILO’s Regional Economic and Social Analysis Unit 

in Bangkok. Ms Dasgupta holds a Ph.D. in Economics from Cambridge University, 

UK, and has published widely in the areas of employment, structural 

transformation, gender, informality, and inequality. Her last three co-edited 

books relate to women’s work in Asia; policies for youth employment; robotics, 

and the reshoring of jobs.  

 

 



 

 

 

Rola Dashti 

She was appointed Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (ESCWA) in January 2019. A distinguished economist and 
advocate for women's rights, she has served as Minister of Planning and 
Development and Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs in Kuwait. She was 
one of the first women elected to the Kuwaiti parliament and played an active 
role in promoting women's voting rights in the country. She has worked in 
research and development institutions, as well as at the National Bank of Kuwait 
and the World Bank. She holds a Ph.D. in population dynamics from Johns 
Hopkins University, a master's degree in economics and finance from California 
State University, Sacramento, and a bachelor's degree in agricultural economics 
from California State University, Chico. 

 

Sophie De Smedt 

She holds a degree in Interpretation and Translation from the University of 

Brussels. She is Belgium’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations and 

a career diplomat with over 25 years of experience in foreign affairs, 

international cooperation, and institutional management. She currently serves 

as Director General for Human Resources, Infrastructure, and Logistics at the 

Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She has represented her country in various 

strategic postings such as Turkey, China, South Korea, Italy, and Hungary, 

carrying out consular, diplomatic, and mission-related duties. Her career also 

includes roles at the European Commission and academic experience. 

 

Elias De Sousa 

Elias Oliveira has been a public servant at the Federal University for Latin 
American Integration (Unila) since 2011. He is currently the Director of the 
Department of Basic Social Protection at the Ministry of Development and Social 
Assistance, Family, and the Fight Against Hunger in Brazil. In 2017, he was 
seconded to the municipality to serve as Secretary and served as President of 
CONGEMAS during the 2021–2023 term. With over twenty years of experience 
in social policy, Oliveira emphasizes collective collaboration throughout his 
career, valuing the support of social workers, educators, and authorities, 
especially Mayor Chico Brasileiro. He is currently focused on contributing to the 
strengthening of the Unified Social Assistance System (SUAS) in Brazil, ensuring 
social protection through services, programs, and projects. 



 

Orielle del Solar 

Orielle del Solar is a doctor from the University of Chile, specializing in Public 
Health. She holds a Master’s degree in Public Health and Epidemiology, as well 
as an international second-level Master’s in Policy. She has over 20 years of 
experience in public health within governmental institutions and at WHO 
headquarters in Geneva. She coordinated the Work, Employment, Equity and 
Health (TEES) Research Program at FLACSO-Chile and served as an Assistant 
Professor at the School of Public Health at the University of Chile. Since 2020, 
she has been a Regional Advisor on Social Determinants in the Health Promotion 
and Social Determinants Unit at PAHO. She currently serves as Head of the Social 
Determinants and Health Promotion Unit in the Department of Social and 
Environmental Determinants for Health Equity at PAHO. She has worked as an 
international consultant in various countries and has published articles and book 
chapters on these topics. 
 

 
Mehrinaz Elawady  

Mehrinaz Elawady, a national of Egypt, is the Director, of the Gender Justice, 
Population and Inclusive Development Cluster at the United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for Western Asia (UN- ESCWA). Previously, she was 
ESCWA Director for the Centre for Women (ECW). She also served as ESCWA 
Senior Coordinator in charge of mainstreaming gender within the Organization. 
She has a long record in development organization and management at the 
grassroots and the policy levels. Prior to her career as an International Civil 
Servant, she was the Youth and Women Regional Advisor for Save the Children, 
where she conducted research, situation analyses and designed proposal on 
gender equality and human rights issues in the Arab region.   

 

 

Andrés Espejo 

Sociologist with a Master’s degree in Social Policy from the London School of 
Economics (LSE) and a Master’s in Applied Economics from ILADES/Georgetown 
University. Throughout his professional career, he has worked as a staff member 
and consultant for various international organizations (ECLAC, UNESCO, FAO, 
ILO, among others). He is currently working in the Social Development Division 
of ECLAC, where his research has focused on labor inclusion issues. 

 

 



 

 

 Susanne Fries-Gaier 
 
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Chile since August 2024. She 
holds a bachelor's degree in Public Administration from the Diplomatic Academy 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has completed postgraduate studies in 
Administration, Political Science, Literature, and Law. She has a broad diplomatic 
career, notably serving as Deputy Director of the Humanitarian Aid Department 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Berlin (2021–2024) and as Head of the 
Division for Global Affairs, the United Nations, and Sub-Saharan Africa at the 
Federal Chancellery (2018–2021). She has also represented Germany at the 
United Nations in Geneva and New York, and has held positions in Berlin, Bonn, 
and the Embassy in Beijing. 

 
 
 
James Foster  
 
He earned his bachelor's degree in Mathematics and Economics from New 
College (Florida) and his Ph.D. in Economics from Cornell University. He is the 
Oliver T. Carr Jr. Professor of International Affairs and Professor of Economics at 
George Washington University. He has previously held tenured positions at 
Purdue and Vanderbilt. His research focuses on welfare economics, with an 
emphasis on intentional measurement, multidimensional poverty and 
inequality, intergenerational mobility, and precarious employment. He is co-
author of the FGT poverty indices (with Greer and Thorbecke) and the Alkire-
Foster method, both widely used in public policy. He has collaborated with 
economists such as Amartya Sen, Kaushik Basu, Miguel Székely, and Luis Felipe 
López-Calva, contributing to key metrics such as the UNDP’s Inequality-Adjusted 
Human Development Index. 
 
 
Mark Franklin  
 
He holds an Honours Bachelor's degree in Economics and Accounting from the 
University of the West Indies and a Master’s in Business Administration with a 
specialization in Finance from Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh, Scotland. He 
is currently the Acting Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of People 
Empowerment and Elder Affairs in Barbados. Since joining the Ministry, he has 
worked on the integration of major social service entities, including the National 
Disability Unit, the National Assistance Board, the Welfare Department, and the 
Child Care Board. He has also contributed to the development of the National 
Policy on Ageing and the National Policy to Improve the Lives of Persons with 
Disabilities. 
 
 
 



Francisco García  
 
Francisco Garcia is currently Head of Cooperation of the European Union in Chile. 
He has a long professional career in the field of EU External Relations where he 
started in the late 90's in charge of the promotion of European exports to Japan 
and South Korea. During his career he has worked in the EU Delegations in 
Madagascar, Mozambique, Bolivia and Colombia where he coordinated the 
European support to the Peace Agreement with the FARC. At the EU 
headquarters in Brussels he also assumed various functions, among others in the 
field of crisis management, having worked in overcoming conflicts in scenarios 
such as Afghanistan, Pakistan or Central Asia. Prior to his current position in 
Chile, he was head of sector for South America in the Directorate General for 
International Partnerships of the European Commission. 
 

 
 

 Claver Gatete 
 
He holds a bachelor's and a master's degree in Agricultural Economics from the 
University of British Columbia. He is the tenth Deputy Secretary-General and 
Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, a 
position he assumed in October 2023. Previously, he served as Rwanda’s 
Ambassador to the United Nations, as well as Minister of Infrastructure, Minister 
of Finance and Economic Planning, and Governor of the National Bank of 
Rwanda. He also served as Ambassador to the United Kingdom, Ireland, and 
Iceland. A seasoned diplomat and economist, he has been recognized for his 
contributions to Africa’s development, including being named Finance Minister 
of the Year in 2015 and 2016. 
 
 
 
 Silvia Giorguli 

She holds a degree in Sociology from UNAM, a master’s in Demography from El 
Colegio de México, and a Ph.D. in Sociology from Brown University. She has 
served as President of El Colegio de México since 2015, where she has also been 
a professor-researcher and Director of the Center for Demographic, Urban, and 
Environmental Studies (2009–2015). She has chaired the Mexican Society of 
Demography and currently serves as editor of the digital journal “Otros 
Diálogos”. Her research focuses on Mexico–U.S. migration, transitions to 
adulthood in Latin America, and demographic change. She participates in the 
Mexican Migration Project and co-chairs the working group on migration in 
Central and North America. In 2018, she received the Horace Mann Medal from 
Brown University. 

 
 
 
 

 



 

Mariana Huepe  

 

Economist with master's degrees from the University of Chile and the London 
School of Economics, and a PhD in development studies from University College 
London. She is a Social Affairs Officer at ECLAC, where she has researched issues 
of education, labor inclusion and social protection, focusing on the reduction of 
inequalities, the future of work and the financial sustainability of education 
systems in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
 

 

 

Jong Sung Hwang  

President of the National Information Society Agency (NIA) of Korea since 2022. 

He is a specialist in information technologies, with studies in Political Science, 

Diplomacy, and a Ph.D. in Political Economy. His research areas include smart 

cities, Government 3.0, artificial intelligence, and big data, with publications in 

collaboration with the World Bank and Seoul National University. He has held 

key positions such as Chief Information Officer of the Seoul Metropolitan 

Government and Secretary-General of WEGO. He received the Dongbaek Medal 

for Civil Merit in 2016, and since 1995 has held various strategic roles at NIA, 

including Vice President of the Innovation Department and Executive Director of 

the Information Planning Division. 

 

 

 

 Déborah Itriago 

She holds a Bachelor's degree in Management Sciences (UNITEC, Venezuela) and 

a Master’s degree in Economic Development (UC3M, Spain), with studies in 

international cooperation, governance, and political management. She is an 

international consultant for the Pan American Health Organization, supporting 

regional projects aimed at reducing gender inequities in immunization and 

sexual and reproductive health. She has worked at Oxfam Intermón researching 

fiscal policies and development financing with a focus on rights and access to 

basic services such as health. 

 

 

 



 

 

 Hak-Jae Kim 

Current Ambassador of South Korea in Chile. Previously, he was Head of 

Investments at IMM Investment and also worked at Goldman Sachs and Barclays 

Capital. In addition to his career in finance, Kim has shown interest in 

strengthening bilateral relations between South Korea and Chile, especially in 

areas such as culture and the energy transition. 

 

 

Leonardo Kazuo 

He holds a Bachelor's degree in International Relations from the University of 
Brasília (UNB) and a Master's degree in International Cooperation and 
Development from the same institution. He is the General Coordinator of 
International Relations at the Special Advisory for International Relations of the 
Ministry of Development, Social Welfare, Family, and the Fight Against Hunger. 
He has experience in training, planning, coordination, implementation, and 
evaluation of international technical cooperation activities. He is responsible for 
monitoring programs and projects related to regional blocs such as MERCOSUR, 
UNASUR, CELAC, and the OAS. Since 2023, he has been part of the team that 
established the Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty, supporting its 
implementation alongside international partners. 

 

 

 

Pedro Kumamoto  

Cultural manager, graduate with honors from ITESO, and Master in Public Policy 

from University College London (UCL). He has completed specialized studies in 

urban governance at Tecnológico de Monterrey and the École Polytechnique 

Fédérale de Lausanne. In 2015, he became the first independent local deputy in 

Mexico. He also served as a councilor in Zapopan (2021–2024) and is currently 

the Secretary-General of the Inter-American Conference on Social Security. He 

has been a university professor since 2017 and a guest speaker at institutions 

such as UNAM, LSE, and Oxford. He is the founder of the political party “Futuro” 

and an active member of the Political Innovation Network in Latin America, as 

well as a columnist for “El Financiero Bloomberg”. He currently serves as 

Secretary-General of the Inter-American Conference on Social Security, an 

organization comprising 91 member institutions from 35 countries, 

headquartered in Mexico City. 

 



 

 

 

Natacha Leroy Zomosa 

Social anthropologist with a master’s degree in Development Cooperation 

Studies from Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University. She holds a diploma in 

South-South and Triangular Cooperation from FLACSO Argentina. She is a 

consultant in the Social Development Division at ECLAC. She has experience in 

social research focused on qualitative methodologies, project management, and 

program evaluation. 

 

 

Verónica López 

She holds a Doctorate in Legal Sciences from Columbia University of Paraguay 

and is a Lawyer and Notary from UNA. She has a specialization in Labor Law from 

the University of Salamanca. She is a professor at undergraduate and graduate 

levels and a thesis advisor. She has completed several courses offered by the 

International Labour Organization (ILO) and has delivered lectures nationally and 

internationally. She is also a researcher on social and labor issues and currently 

serves as Vice Minister of Employment and Social Security of Paraguay. 

 

 

 

Felipe Mahaluf Meza 

Sociologist from the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile, with studies in 

Belgium. Experienced in social research, data analysis, and information 

systematization on topics related to youth, social cohesion, and social 

institutions, especially within the framework of regional projects at ECLAC. He 

has participated in FONDECYT research projects and worked as a teaching 

assistant in various university courses. Interested in social development, 

sustainability, and international relations. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Carlos Maldonado Valera 

Social Affairs Officer at ECLAC and focal point for the 2030 Agenda. He works on 

issues related to the analysis of social inequalities, social cohesion, and the 

institutional frameworks of social policy. Coordinator of the ECLAC-AECID project 

“Social Cohesion Policies for Inclusive Social Development in Latin America.” He 

holds a Ph.D. in Political Science and a master’s degree in Political Sociology and 

Public Policy from the Paris Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po), as well as 

a bachelor’s degree in International Relations from El Colegio de México. 

Between 2002 and 2005, he served as Director of Institutional Analysis and 

Deputy Director of Cooperation at the Secretariat of Social Development of 

Mexico (SEDESOL). 

 

 

 
María Luisa Marinho 
 
Sociologist, Master in Social Policy at LSE and PhD in the same discipline from the 
University of Warwick. She works in the Social Development Division of ECLAC, 
is technical focal point on disability issues and is also in charge of the health area 
in the same division. Previously, she worked at ECLAC's Subregional 
Headquarters in Mexico on research on women's labor inclusion and social 
stratification in Central America and Mexico, as well as technical advisories on 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Before joining ECLAC, she was a 
researcher at Fundación Espacio Público and worked for the United Nations 
Program (UNDP) in Chile. 
 
 

 
Rodrigo Martínez 

Sociologist, with more than three decades of experience in social policy, research 
and technical assistance in social institutions, social spending, social protection, 
hunger and malnutrition, among others. Senior Social Affairs Officer at the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC). He currently coordinates the work of the Regional Conference on Social 
Development in Latin America and the Caribbean and the area on social 
institutions of the ECLAC Social Development Division. His most recent 
publications include: “Latin America and the Caribbean at the Second World 
Summit for Social Development”; “Reducing inequality and moving towards 
inclusive social development in Latin America and the Caribbean”; “Social 
institutionality in Latin America and the Caribbean”; “The cost of the double 
burden of malnutrition”, among other important publications. 

 



 

Bernardo Martorell  
 
Surgeon from the Universidad de Chile and holds a master's degree in public 
health from Harvard University. He has specialized in health systems, public 
policy and management, participating in various projects and publications as an 
academic at the Universities of Chile, Santiago and Andrés Bello.  He was director 
of the community hospital of Curacaví and of the primary care network of La 
Pintana. For the Ministry of Health, in different periods, he worked as Regional 
Ministerial Secretary of Health of the Los Lagos Region, director of both the 
Health Planning and Primary Health Care divisions, coordinator of the Health 
Reform, and currently serves as Undersecretary of Health Care Networks. 
 
 
María Alejandra Menaldo  
 
She holds a degree in International Relations (ITESM, Mexico), a master's degree 

in Development Project Management (Universitá degli Studi di Torino, Italy) and 

a doctorate in Public Management (ICAP). María Alejandra Menaldo is the Vice 

Minister of Policy, Planning and Evaluation of the Ministry of Social Development 

of Guatemala. In her position, she has represented Guatemala in national and 

international forums, presenting key MIDES strategies such as the Social Registry 

of Households, the Multidimensional Poverty Index and Adaptive Social 

Protection, aimed at strengthening the country's social protection system. 

 

 

María Luisa Méndez L.  

Sociologist UC and PhD in Sociology from the University of Manchester, UK. 

Professor at the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, Director of the Center 

for the Study of Conflict and Social Cohesion (COES) and Advisor to the National 

Council for Science, Technology, Innovation and Knowledge, CTCI. Expert on 

issues of mobility and social cohesion. Author of books such as Upper Middle 

Class Social Reproduction: Wealth, Schooling and Residential Choice in Chile 

(Palgrave, 2019) and "The Politics of the Elite: Ideological Orientations, 

Mothering and Social Mobilities in Neoliberal Chile" (Routledge, 2023) and La 

Política de las Élites, to be published soon by Fondo de Cultura Económica. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Tatiana Molcean 

She holds a law degree and a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in International Law from 

Moldova State University. Additionally, she completed the Multilateral 

Diplomacy Program at the Graduate Institute of International and Development 

Studies in Geneva. She has served as Executive Secretary of the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) since July 2023. With over 20 years 

of experience in public service, she specializes in international cooperation, 

development, and European integration. She has been Moldova’s Permanent 

Representative to the United Nations in Geneva and has held positions such as 

Secretary of State and Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, as well as Chargé 

d’Affaires at the Embassy in Sweden. 

 

 

 

Guillermo Montt  

PhD in sociology from the University of Notre Dame, USA.  Guillermo Montt is a 
social protection specialist at the International Labor Organization. Based in 
Chile, he manages projects, research and support to the Southern Cone countries 
of Latin America on issues related to social security, formalization and just 
transition. Previously he was in the Research Department of the ILO in Geneva 
and in the employment and education directorates of the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in Paris. In addition to his work 
on social protection, he has worked on environment, employment and 
education. 
  
 
 
Milagros Nores 

Co-Director of Research at the National Institute for Early Education Research 

(NIEER) at Rutgers University. Her research focuses on early childhood 

assessment, evidence-based policies and programs, costs and benefits of early 

interventions, evaluation design, equity, and culturally responsive policies and 

programs. Her extensive international background includes the study of a high 

quality early care and education program in Colombia, analysis of parent-child 

educational practices for minority children in the United States, evaluation and 

support of early childhood programs in Seattle, West Virginia, Indiana, Trinidad 

and Tobago, Colombia, among others.  

 

 

 



Lynett Ochuma 

She holds a PhD in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance, with a 

specialization in Emergency and Humanitarian Assistance, from Masinde Muliro 

University of Science and Technology. Additionally, she holds a Master’s degree 

in Nutrition and Dietetics and is a trained educationist from Kenyatta University, 

Kenya. She is currently the Acting Secretary at the State Department for Social 

Protection and Senior Citizen Affairs, within the Directorate of Social 

Development in Kenya. She coordinates the Community Capacity Support and 

Development Program, disability services, and family promotion and protection 

initiatives across the country. With 31 years of experience in the public sector, 

she brings extensive expertise in social development and social protection. She 

has been actively involved in the formulation and implementation of policies in 

the social protection sector.  

 

 

 

Laura Oroz  
 
Director of Cooperation with Latin America and the Caribbean at the Spanish 

Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID). She holds a law 

degree and has been a career diplomat since 2004. She was posted at the 

Spanish Embassies in Abuja (2006–2008), New Delhi (2008–2011), Hanoi (2011–

2013), and Panama (2013). At AECID, she has served as Technical Advisor for 

Cooperation with Asia (2013) and Sub-Saharan Africa (2014), Head of the 

Support Unit in the Directorate of Cooperation with Latin America and the 

Caribbean (2015–2017), and Head of the Department of Cooperation with 

Andean Countries and the Southern Cone (2017–2019). Prior to her current 

appointment, she was Consul General in Santiago, Chile. 

 

 
Ana María Oyarce Pisani 
 
Anthropologist, Master of Medical and Social Science (Health Social Science) 
Centre for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics (CCEB) Faculty of Medicine. 
University of Newcastle. Australia. Master in Public Health with specialization in 
Maternal and Child Health. PhD in Medical Anthropology. Department of 
Cultural Anthropology. University of Arizona. USA (AbD). Associate Professor at 
the Salvador Allende School of Public Health, University of Chile, she has taught 
at the universities of Barcelona, Tarragona (Spain), Melbourne (Australia) 
Arizona (USA). She has worked in numerous cooperation projects and 
international institutions as a consultant for CELADE/CEPAL, PAHO, UNFPA, 
FILAC. 
 



Amalia Palma 

She is an economist, graduated from the University of Chile, and holds a Master’s 
degree in Social Policy in Developing Countries from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science (LSE), United Kingdom. She is a Senior Research 
Assistant in Social Affairs at the Social Development Division of ECLAC. She has 
worked in various areas of social development and, for more than five years, has 
specialized in digital inclusion issues. Her professional experience includes 
research and policy advice for countries in the region, covering topics such as 
public spending, nutritional policies, and currently, policies for reducing digital 
divides, digital citizenship, and digital social protection. 

 
 
 
Rolando Enrique Pelicot Ruiz 

Social entrepreneur and activist for peace, education and climate action and 

member of The Resolution Project. Panamanian, economist, social entrepreneur 

and activist for peace, education and climate action. He has advocated for youth 

participation in national and international decision-making spaces, such as the 

CSR Week in Panama, the World Forum on Democracy of the Council of Europe, 

the ECOSOC Youth Forum 2024 and the UNAOC Global Forum, where he 

addressed the importance of strengthening mechanisms for youth participation 

and inclusion in political and civic processes. His commitment to Youth, Peace 

and Security has been reflected in his participation in programs such as UNAOC's 

Young Peacebuilders, UNLIREC's GenerAcción Paz and ECLAC's Laboratorio de 

Ideas de Juventudes. 

 

Joaquín Prieto 

Civil engineer from the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile, with a master’s 

degree in Environmental Economics and postgraduate studies in Sociology from 

the same university. He holds a Ph.D. in Social Policy from the London School of 

Economics and Political Science (LSE) and is currently a researcher at the 

International Inequalities Institute at LSE and the School of Government at the 

University of Chile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Marcela Ríos Tobar 

Director for Latin America and the Caribbean at the International Institute for 
Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA). Sociologist and Doctor 
of Political Science with an extensive academic and international organization 
background. She served as Chile’s Minister of Justice and Human Rights from 
March 2022 to January 2023. She has worked as an international consultant and 
was Deputy Representative and Governance Coordinator for UNDP in Chile for 
over 14 years, where she led multiple studies and reports on governance and the 
state of democracy, contributing to the processing of political reforms. 
 
 
 

Claudia Robles Farías  

PhD in Sociology from the University of Essex, England. She is Social Affairs 
Officer in the Social Development Division of the Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). Previously, she worked in the same position 
in the Division of Gender Affairs of this institution and as a Social Policy Specialist 
in the UNICEF Office in El Salvador. She has several publications on social policies 
and social protection in Latin America and has experience in research and 
technical assistance on issues of social protection, pension systems, intercultural 
policies and care policies in Latin America. 
 
 
 
 
Sebastián Rovira 
 
Officer in Charge of the Digital Transformation Unit of the Productive and 
Business Development Division of the Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC). Her main areas of research are innovation, the 
dynamics of the productive structure, digital transformation, and 
industrialization. She is responsible for various projects within the Division 
related to the dynamics of innovation, productive capacities, and digital 
transformation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



José Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs  
 
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
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