Distr.
LIMITED

LC/CDCC.29/3
UNITED NATIONS 16 January 2023

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH
E E L H l: 2201049

REPORT OF THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION
OF THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT AND COOPERATION COMMITTEE
OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN

Paramaribo, 14 October 2022



CONTENTS
Paragraph  Page

A. DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ....coiiiiiiieieneieneeeeeeeeeeeeee 1-6 3
B. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK ......cccoeoiiiiiiiiniiniienceene 7-14 4

Place and date of the SESSION. ......cccueoieriiriiririinireeeecet et 7 4

AENAAIICE ...ttt 8 4

Election Of OFfICETS ......coouiiiiieiieie e 9 4

Adoption of the agenda..........ccoeiiiieiiiiiee s 10 4

Procedural matters and organization of Work ............ccceeeiiiiiiniinicniieeee 11-13 5

DOCUMENTATION. ...ttt ettt ettt sttt et et et esaeesbeenbean 14 5
C. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS .....ccotiiiiiiieiieneneeeeeeteteee e 15-96 5
D. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT

AND COOPERATION COMMITTEE AT ITS TWENTY-NINTH SESSION ..... - 20
Annex 1 List Of PArtiCIPANTS .....ecvveiieieiieeierie et eteeee st et eiesaeseesseeseeaeseesseesseenseensessnenseans - 32

ANNEX 2 LISt OF AOCUIMENLS ...eeeiiiiiiiiieiieeee ettt ettt e e e e e et e e e e s e e esantaaeeeeeeeanns - 40



A. DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee (CDCC) decided to forgo the
presentation of the meeting summary by the Rapporteur at the end of the session, given the hybrid format
and full programme of work of the meeting, and the limited time between the twenty-ninth session of CDCC
and the thirty-ninth session of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).
Instead, it was agreed that the secretariat would prepare a draft report of the meeting for the consideration
of the Rapporteur, which would then be circulated to the Committee members for their review. The meeting
report would be considered final on 20 October 2022, to facilitate its availability at the session of
the Commission.

2. The Committee endorsed the proposed programme of work for 2023, including subprogramme 12
on subregional activities in the Caribbean, and expressed appreciation for the work carried out in the
subregion in 2021 in resolution 106(XXIX), entitled “Support for the work of the Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Caribbean in the Caribbean”.

3. The Committee took note of the preparations under way for the thirty-ninth session of ECLAC, to
be held in Buenos Aires from 24-26 October 2022.

4. The Committee agreed that the twenty-first meeting of its Monitoring Committee would be held in
2023 in Port of Spain. The exact date and venue would be determined by the Chair in consultation with the
secretariat of CDCC.

5. The Committee encouraged ECLAC to engage the Caribbean Community (CARICOM),
particularly the finance ministers of CARICOM member States, to facilitate the establishment of the
Caribbean Resilience Fund, from both a legal and a programmatic perspective. Regional and international
financial institutions were also identified as stakeholders important to the success of the Fund.

6. In addition to resolution 106(XXIX) mentioned above, the Committee adopted resolution 107
(XXIX), entitled “Preparations for the fourth International Conference on Small Island Developing States”;
resolution 108(XXIX), entitled “Safeguarding the gains made in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
and the Sustainable Development Goals in the Caribbean subregion”; resolution 109(XXIX), entitled
“Towards the establishment of a Caribbean Resilience Fund”; resolution 110(XXIX), entitled “Access to
Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the
Caribbean” and resolution 111(XXIX), entitled “Support for the associate members of the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean”.



B. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Place and date of the session
7. The Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee (CDCC) held its twenty-ninth session on
14 October 2022 in Paramaribo.
Attendance'
8. The twenty-ninth session was attended by the following members of the Committee: Aruba,
Barbados, Belize, British Virgin Islands, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat,
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago.
Election of officers
9. Article 10 of the Constituent Declaration and Functions and Rules of Procedure of the Caribbean
Development and Cooperation Committee stipulates that the Chair of the sessions is rotated among member
countries in the English alphabetical order of their names. The chairship of the twenty-ninth session
therefore passed to the Government of Suriname. Based on prior consultation ahead of the session,
delegations were elected as Vice-Chairs and Rapporteur to complete the Bureau, as follows:
Chair: Suriname

Vice-Chairs:  Belize, Montserrat, Trinidad and Tobago

Rapporteur: Jamaica

Adoption of the agenda

10. The session adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening of the session.
2. The Caribbean Outlook: recovery and repositioning in the wake of COVID-19.
3. Towards the establishment of the Caribbean Resilience Fund.
4. Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the Caribbean.
5. Review of implementation of the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action
(SAMOA) Pathway.
6. Support for the sustainable development aspirations of associate members of ECLAC.

' See annex 1 for a full list of participants.



7. Matters relating to the programme of work.
8. Thirty-ninth session of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean.
9. Consideration and adoption of resolutions.

10. Other matters.

11. Date and venue of the twenty-first meeting of the Monitoring Committee of the Caribbean
Development and Cooperation Committee.

12. Close of the session.

Procedural matters and organization of work

11. The session was chaired by Albert Ramdin, Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation of Suriname.

12. The Committee was reminded that the report of its meeting was an official document to be
considered at the thirty-ninth session of the Commission being held later in October. In light of the hybrid
format and full programme of work of the meeting, and the limited time between the twenty-ninth session
of CDCC and the thirty-ninth session of ECLAC, the Committee agreed that no summary would be
presented by the Rapporteur at the end of the meeting. Instead, the secretariat would consult with the
Rapporteur and circulate a full draft report of the meeting to member States and associate members on
18 October 2022 for their review, questions and/or suggested amendments. The report would be considered
final on 20 October 2022 and prepared for submission at the thirty-ninth session of the Commission.

13. The Committee adopted the preliminary programme, setting out the organization of work and
procedural matters proposed by the Chair.

Documentation

14. A list of working documents submitted by the secretariat to the Committee at its twenty-ninth
session is attached in annex 2 of the present report.

C. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening of the session (agenda item 1)

15. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, in her
capacity as outgoing Chair of CDCC, opened the meeting by acknowledging that her country assumed the
position of Chair during the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. She noted that the entire tenure of
the chairship was indeed marked by disaster, even as the subregion struggled to cope with the devastating
impact of the pandemic. She said that Saint Vincent and the Grenadines was still struggling to restore
normalcy following the extreme dislocation brought by the eruption of La Soufriére volcano in the midst



of the pandemic and pointed out that the repeated exposure to such extreme recurrent exogenous shocks
defined the multidimensional vulnerability that underscored the structural and institutional fragility of
the country.

16. She had welcomed the opportunity in the previous two days to chair the Caribbean Development
Roundtable, which she felt was a rich, substantive, inspiring dialogue on relevant issues vital to the way
forward. She highlighted the formidable gathering of leaders, thinkers and regional and international
representatives, who wrestled with ideas on how to increase flows of innovative and concessional financing
in order to relieve the burden of debt and liquidity constraints being experienced by Caribbean countries.
She felt it was important to infuse new dynamism into productivity and trade through diversification and
economic restructuring, by investing in the Caribbean people and by harnessing technology. She opined
that within the subregion lay the solutions to the challenges it faced; that the key was to find the right
strategic approach to secure the support of the donor community and international financial institutions;
and that the Caribbean needed to continue to make the case for the sustainable development of the subregion
by repositioning for recovery and resilience.

17. She informed the Committee that Saint Vincent and the Grenadines had presented its first voluntary
national review (VNR) in 2020 and acknowledged other member States' efforts to present their VNRs on
the progress made in implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). She underscored the importance of the small island developing
States (SIDS) agenda, since it was the development platform that best represented the unique vulnerabilities
of SIDS, and said the fourth International Conference on Small Island Developing States to be held in
Antigua and Barbuda in 2024 was an opportunity for the Caribbean to give the SIDS Accelerated Modalities
of Action (SAMOA) Pathway the attention it deserved. She closed by thanking members of the Bureau and
the Committee for their continued support to the subregion by championing the cause for development and
strengthening the advocacy in the international community.

18. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International Cooperation of Suriname
expressed his gratitude to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines for chairing the meeting of the Caribbean Development Roundtable, also recognizing her
country's leadership of CDCC during the previous two turbulent years. He informed the Committee that
during the meetings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, from which he had just
returned, the very challenging circumstances of both developed and developing countries had been
discussed. Noting the discussions that had been held during the Roundtable on debt and liquidity challenges,
he observed that those challenges were not new, but had widened and deepened recently.

19. In that context, he noted that with regard to the COVID-19 crisis and the war in Ukraine, there were
questions to be posed about the quality and strength of the international system. In the case of COVID-19,
international solidarity had failed, while in the case of the war in Ukraine, international law had been
breached. He argued that to create a just and fair world, and to be able to punish unacceptable behaviour,
reform of the United Nations system, including the Security Council, was required.

20. Examining the current circumstances, he noted the increases in inflation, supply costs, and food
and fuel prices, and the resulting growing deficits. With regard to energy, he pointed out that major
exemptions were being granted to some countries under the international sanctions regime, but that the
Caribbean was constrained by the rules and unable to benefit from similar exemptions. He underscored the
need for a more just international system, where rules were applied equally to all. He warned that not
understanding the interlinkages between what was happening in Ukraine and in the subregion could threaten
the rule of law and democracy in the Caribbean.



21. The Minister recalled that the countries of the subregion had raised the issue of climate change for
many decades. He emphasized that promises would not produce results unless financing was attached,
noting that, while billions of dollars had been promised at the sessions of the Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), very little had been delivered.
He highlighted the fact that Caribbean countries were not among those that had contributed the most to
climate change, and that those most responsible had yet to deliver on their promises. He stressed the need
to change the paradigm to ensure that the subregion received its fair share of the available resources. He
observed that the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and Green Climate Fund (GCF) had disbursed very
little financing to the subregion and noted that their procedures were complicated and taxing for countries.

22. He urged delegates to raise those questions, noting that it was a moral obligation for the Caribbean.
He cautioned that signing onto another set of ideals at the next session of the UNFCCC Conference of the
Parties would lead to a loss for the subregion. The Minister also lamented that once funds were disbursed,
significant amounts would likely go to consultancies and studies. He stressed that that was not what the
Caribbean needed, pointing out that both the causes and effects of climate change in the subregion were
known, since they were felt by its residents. He felt strongly that the subregion needed funds and projects
that would provide concrete solutions to challenges faced, and gave the example of restoring mangroves in
areas that experienced coastal erosion.

23. In conclusion, the Minister expressed his gratitude for the studies ECLAC conducted and hoped to
also see concrete projects in the future. He stressed the need for the member States of the subregion to work
with a strategic, action-oriented agenda. Only then, in his view, would the deserved attention and money
be directed to the subregion.

24, In his video message, the Executive Secretary of ECLAC observed that the meeting marked the
start of his tenure as the head of the regional commission. He warmly thanked the outgoing and incoming
chairs of CDCC, and welcomed the participation of the associate members, who he felt played a crucial
role in the work of ECLAC in the subregion.

25. He spoke of his Costa Rican roots, which made him aware of the developmental challenges of the
wider Caribbean. He highlighted the vulnerability of the subregion to external shocks and its limited
resources to build resilience against such shocks, even if the subregion was primarily populated by countries
in the middle-income category. In that regard, the Executive Secretary spoke about the way in which
COVID-19 exacerbated the subregion’s challenges, with fewer resources to devote to the recovery of
disasters. He underscored the importance of the multidimensional vulnerability index for small island
developing States, which was a critical instrument to demonstrate the need of many Caribbean countries
for concessional finance, despite their income status.

26. The Executive Secretary indicated that the small island developing States of the Caribbean would
be integral to the agenda of the Commission. Therefore, subregional organizations cooperating with
ECLAC, such as the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) and CARICOM, would continue to
play important roles in supporting the Commission’s effort to implement development cooperation
measures for the subregion. The establishment of a Caribbean Resilience Fund, in cooperation with
subregional organizations, would be critical in raising and channelling concessional finance to build
resilience in the subregion. He also stressed the importance of strengthening data and statistical capacity in
the Caribbean, emphasizing that collaboration with other subregional organizations would be critical to that
endeavour. He felt that statistical capacity was a crucial precondition for tackling the development
challenges of the subregion. He welcomed the intended presentation of The Caribbean Outlook, which
would serve to spark an exchange of ideas to shape a path for development post COVID-19. He stressed



his willingness to work with the Caribbean and invited all CDCC members to attend the session of the
Commission in Buenos Aires.

The Caribbean Outlook: recovery and repositioning in the wake of COVID-19 (agenda item 2)

27. The Deputy Chief of the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean presented a summary
of the third edition of The Caribbean Outlook, which explored issues pertinent to the recovery and
repositioning of Caribbean economies in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. He covered four main
themes: (i) economic and trade performance, issues of diversification and challenges in accessing finance
in the subregion as Caribbean economies gradually reopened; (ii) the COVID-19 pandemic’s impact and
externalities relating to two key sectors, fisheries and tourism; (iii) key socioeconomic challenges to an
inclusive recovery and identification of policy measures that would promote resilient economies with a
focus on economic recovery, propelled by the emerging digitalized knowledge economy and (iv) strategies,
policies and plans to advance SDGs in the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development.

28. In his opening remarks, the Deputy Chief pointed to evidence of the significant cultural diversity
of Suriname on show during the opening ceremony and encouraged meeting participants to take note and
celebrate the subregion’s achievements in that area.

29. He noted that the evolution of social, economic, environmental, and now even political factors had
worked to create a perfect storm of challenges to the small economies of the Caribbean. Those factors
included climate change and the occurrence of related extreme natural events, the COVID-19 pandemic,
ongoing debt accumulation on account of the pandemic, supply chain disruptions, newly emerging global
inflation and the conflict between the Russian Federation and Ukraine. Those factors were shown to
continue to evolve in the context of enduring limited fiscal space, and challenges relating to the balance of
payments and terms of trade for Caribbean economies. With respect to debt challenges, he cited the case of
Jamaica, which, on account of COVID-19, was forced to undertake an additional unanticipated expenditure
of 4.6 billion Jamaican dollars in order to address the impact of the disease.

30. The Deputy Chief presented data to show that although the pandemic resulted in a significant
contraction of Caribbean economies in 2020, there had been a significant rebound in 2021, which was
projected to be even higher in 2022. Growth performance was better for goods producers relative to service
producers over the same period. He highlighted the unique performance of Guyana, with historical growth
metrics based on a burgeoning oil economy that had improved the overall growth of the subregion. While
he emphasized that the economic rebound was expected to be significant by 2022, when examined in terms
of real GDP growth, it was not expected to result in a return to pre-pandemic levels. Moreover, the global
context for future growth was not encouraging given the challenges of climate change, global inflation, the
prevailing conflict between the Russian Federation and Ukraine, and supply chain issues. His summary of
the implications of the situation was that, ultimately, the subregion would return to low growth rates as was
the norm during pre-pandemic times, unless it sought to change its approach to business by undertaking the
necessary economic restructuring.

31. He suggested that a key factor in that regard was access to new sources of affordable financing, for
which a number of possible sources were identified. Those included foreign direct investments, remittances,
resilience funding, and contingency funds for confronting the challenges of regular and increasing
occurrences of disasters in the subregion. In the latter case, he noted the efforts of ECLAC in promoting
the Caribbean Resilience Fund, and pointed to the need for the subregion to strive to reduce its economic
risks in order to guarantee future growth.



32. The Deputy Chief addressed the issue of building competitive export structures for the Caribbean,
stating that The Caribbean Outlook called on the subregion to adopt more robust industrial policies,
particularly in collaboration with the non-traditional private sector, so that the subregion could set all its
resources —including young people— to work, and in order that the Caribbean could prepare itself to
participate in the modern and rapidly evolving global economy more meaningfully. He elaborated on his
premise of an industrial policy relative to the trade matrix classification of economic performance in terms
of rising stars, declining and retreating economies, and economies with missed opportunities.

33. He summarized the mechanisms for economic recovery in terms of strategies for industrial
restructuring, systems of innovation, industrial policy and knowledge economies. He noted that The
Caribbean Outlook also outlined several proposals in relation to how those elements could be activated in
subregional economies, including development of intersectoral linkages, public and private sector
supported systems of innovation, innovation and human resource development strategies and efforts to shift
the subregion towards knowledge-based economies.

34. Regarding the environmental vulnerabilities of Caribbean SIDS, the Deputy Chief reflected on the
environmental challenges the subregion faced, specifically the effects of COVID-19 on the natural
environment. The subregion faced important environmental vulnerabilities on account of fragile natural
environments, fresh water scarcity, the frequency of natural disasters and climate change blooms including
sargassum blooms. The reported broad-based impacts of the pandemic were identified as reduced
anthropogenic effects (such as cleaner air, less noise pollution, improved water quality), increased wastes
(biomedical) entering the natural environment, increased pressure on water systems due to higher water
demand for sanitization, and reduced monitoring and surveillance of protected areas owing to lockdowns.
By way of specific examples, he reviewed the impacts of the pandemic on two sectors (fisheries and
tourism) across the subregion.

35. For fisheries, he observed an overall decline in fish harvesting on account of the inability of
fisherfolk to operate owing to lockdowns and the suspension of fish processing activities, among other
examples. With respect to tourism, he noted the total suspension of tourism activities because of border
closures, which in turn produced an environmental bonus owing to reduced pressure of tourism activities
on the subregion’s natural resource base. Importantly, while referencing the metric of per capita emissions
for which the Caribbean reports relatively high measures due to small populations, he emphasized the
reality of the subregion being a very small greenhouse gas emitter relative to other geographic areas.

36. The Caribbean Outlook also presented a specific set of policy recommendations to treat with the
environmental sustainability of the Caribbean, including: promote sustainable management of natural
resources by strengthening institutional mechanisms, human resource capacities, data systems and use of
environmentally sound technologies; promote sustainable ocean and coastal resource management, which
create opportunities to diversify the economic base; utilize economic, social and environmental impact and
valuation techniques for making informed decisions on the use of natural resources; and encourage public-
private partnerships at all stages —planning, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.

37. Addressing the social affairs chapter of The Caribbean Outlook, the Deputy Chief observed that,
notwithstanding the declining trend in the prevalence of COVID-19, there remained other health threats to
the subregion, especially in terms of non-communicable diseases. Further, he pointed to the significant low
vaccination rates in the Caribbean and observed that governments apparently had not been successful in
convincing the subregion’s population to take vaccines.
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38. He spoke about the high levels of Caribbean youth unemployment, which averaged 30%, as well
as the structural employment gaps for women, and the need for better education systems to prepare the
subregion’s youth to provide global services.

39. He presented details addressing digitalization in Caribbean economies and linked it to the critical
issue of building a knowledge-based economy, which he suggested was central to addressing the prevailing
education gap in the Caribbean. Underscoring continued concerns regarding equity in access to education, he
noted that, in the Caribbean, only 40% of eligible children actually wrote the Common Entrance Examination
for transition to high school, and only 60% achieved more than two subject passes at high school. Referencing
the specific disciplines of mathematics and English language (English A), he lamented the poor performance
of Caribbean students, who generally achieved a pass rate of under 40%, and observed that that held important
negative implications for the development of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM)
capacity and technical and vocational skills among young people in the subregion. The following
recommendations were offered in response to the social issues explored in The Caribbean Outlook: public
and private investment in information and communications technologies (ICTs); workforce upskilling
policies, for example technical and vocational education and training (TVET), that targets vulnerable
subpopulations, such as women; public polices providing social protections, especially for freelance workers;
boosting economic productivity by closing digitization gaps; closing of the gender gap in unemployment rates
as labour productivity increases; and avoiding the pitfalls of the gig economy, which harm vulnerable
subpopulations.

40. The Deputy Chief concluded his presentation by proposing the following strategies, policies and
plans to support the advancement of SDG implementation through 2030: integrating the SDGs in national
policy and budgets; ensuring dignity through decent work and empowering marginalized groups; striving
for gender equity and addressing the problems of young people; creating social protection floors; engaging
the whole of government and building trust; creating a sense of inclusion among all stakeholders;
cooperating through regional institutions and including the wider Latin America; and recognizing the role
of South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation.

41. In the ensuing discussion, the Chair noted that the presentation provided a comprehensive review
of the current situation in the subregion’s economies. He also recognized the value of integrating the SDGs
into national planning. He suggested the formation of a regional SDG platform, and also signalled the need
for a regional dialogue on the destiny of the subregion over the next 50 years. He acknowledged the
importance of digitalization, as well as the need for strategies to strengthen regional development banks.

42. He also noted that Suriname was receiving offers to participate in global carbon trading
mechanisms. However, he felt that the subregion was not well prepared to participate in that area, and
suggested that ECLAC establish a clearing house to support Caribbean governments in that regard, given
that there was no available expertise in the subregion.

43. The representative of Saint Lucia raised the question of transportation in the context of the
COVID- 19 recovery, noting the seriousness of the air transportation issue, which required an immediate
response. He referenced the case of Leeward Islands Air Transport Services (LIAT), which historically had
been established to provide a service and not necessarily to maximize profits. He pointed to the peculiarity
of the air transport business and observed that in the Caribbean, it faced significant logistical and operational
challenges which were not comparable to other geographic regions. He suggested that the time had come
to undertake a detailed analysis of the economics of air transport in the region, and that the challenge needed
to be embraced more directly.
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44, The Deputy Chief noted that the transportation issue had been solved in other locations such as
Europe. Nevertheless, he indicated that there were several strategies that could be employed to examine the
issue in the subregion. The issue of subsidization of air transportation was a challenging one for Caribbean
governments given the fiscal stress the subregion faced.

45. The representative of the British Virgin Islands enquired as to whether the blue economy was
addressed in the current edition of The Caribbean Outlook. The Deputy Chief noted that the issue of the
blue economy had been more fully addressed in previous editions of The Caribbean Outlook. He indicated
the willingness of ECLAC to follow up on the issue. Finally, he pointed to the opportunities that were likely
to arise regarding the treatment of those issues, with the operationalization of the proposed Caribbean
Resilience Fund.

46. The Chair also called attention to the following question from the representative of Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines and comment from the representative of the CARICOM Competition Commission,
which were both submitted online.

47. The representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines asked what (if any) were the emerging
factors which explained why credit was more likely to be extended for consumption or operational needs
than for private sector activities. The Deputy Chief explained that the difference was because tourism-based
economies had suffered more than goods-based economies given that the global tourism sector was
completely shut down during the pandemic.

48. The representative of the CARICOM Competition Commission signalled that issue of knowledge
sharing had been consistently raised. One initiative that had not reached its full potential or was not being
fully utilized was the comprehensive donor information management system (DIMS) launched and
implemented by the CARICOM Secretariat. The DIMS was expected to serve as the central repository of
project and donor information for both the Secretariat and the regional institutions, and would be designed
to capture information on projects, international development partners and the various agreements between
the Community and its development partners. He felt that a fully operational DIMS would augment the
regional resource mobilization effort, planning and reporting.

Towards the establishment of the Caribbean Resilience Fund (agenda item 3)

49. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines presented
a summary of the seventh meeting of the Caribbean Development Roundtable. She informed the Committee
that the during that meeting, the subregion's challenges were laid out, opportunities were proposed, and
recommendations to seize those opportunities were presented. The Roundtable had focused on five vital
areas confronting the subregion: (i) its vulnerability, debt and liquidity constraints; (ii) the response to the
interim report on the multidimensional vulnerability index as an effective measure of vulnerability in
middle-income Caribbean SIDS; (iii) the response to the data and statistical capacity needs; (iv) the role of
global partnership for repositioning, recovery and resilience; and (v) the need for economic restructuring
and diversification for deeper integration of the Caribbean with Latin America and in the global economy.

50. The Minister highlighted that the meeting participants recognized the challenges in the subregion,
including sluggish growth and limited fiscal space, alongside high inflation and unemployment. Further,
she pointed to the high environmental vulnerability in the context of debt and liquidity constraints which
made it difficult to build resilience to a range of shocks.



12

51. She said that the Caribbean Resilience Fund —a special purpose vehicle to address critical areas
that have not attracted finance for development— was highlighted as a proactive approach to address the
debt and liquidity challenge facing the subregion, noting that the meeting participants generally endorsed
the Fund, pledged to support its development, and urged ECLAC to move assiduously towards its
establishment, given the urgency of the economic challenges faced by the subregion. To expedite the
process, ECLAC was encouraged to further engage CARICOM, particularly CARICOM finance ministers,
from the legal, procedural and political perspectives. Regional and international financial institutions were
also identified as important stakeholders in the success of the Fund. The meeting participants agreed to that
recommendation.

52. The Minister underscored the fact that despite the Caribbean’s limited contribution to global
warming, it was one of the most severely affected regions. Under the auspices of the Alliance of Small
Island States (AOSIS), work was ongoing to develop a robust multidimensional vulnerability index, guided
by key principles including multidimensionality, universality and resilience. A key challenge was to ensure
that a universal index was not so much a catch-all that it failed to account for the peculiar vulnerabilities of
Caribbean and other SIDS. It was also suggested that the Caribbean had the requisite technical capacity to
help the framers of the index to address some of the challenges that may arise.

53. The meeting participants challenged Caribbean governments —with support from the private sector
where feasible— to prioritize investment in data production and dissemination, since that was a vital public
good, while appreciating that there were instances where countries had seized opportunities to leverage
financial and technical support to advance statistical capacity. The critical need to retain persons with proper
statistical training over time was also raised.

54. To address the need for greater international cooperation, the meeting participants proposed the
strengthening of global partnerships and multilateralism that would benefit SIDS, particularly in
transportation and in the green and blue economies. The United Nations system provided an avenue for
improved support in areas such as HIV-AIDS and social protection systems. She flagged the example of
the World Food Programme (WFP) that provided pre-emptive support based on the forecast of a disaster
as a model that could be scaled up to reduce the burden on governments in post-disaster periods. Some
meeting delegates called for greater information-sharing regarding the actions of various UN agencies in
other jurisdictions.

55. Participants in the Roundtable agreed that economic restructuring and diversification were
challenges that needed to be tackled head on. Too often, the subregion had taken a defensive position in
dealing with global competition. It was suggested that the time was right for the subregion to take a more
assertive strategic global repositioning approach to its development. The Roundtable demanded the best
effort of the subregion to invest more efficiently in its development, even as it leveraged global support and
solidarity in areas where there was least capacity.

56. In the ensuing discussion, the representative of the British Virgin Islands expressed interest in being
included in the Caribbean Development Roundtable as an associate member State. The CDCC Chair and
the Chief of the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean assured the delegate that all countries
of the Caribbean would eventually have access to such a mechanism, since it was being developed for
the Caribbean.
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Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the Caribbean (agenda item 4)

57. The Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Planning, Economic Development, Climate Resilience,
Sustainable Development and Renewable Energy of Dominica reported on the fifth meeting of the Forum
of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development. Delegates at the Forum,
which was held in Costa Rica, reviewed progress in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the SDGs, and analysed the impacts of the pandemic on SDG implementation, including
the intensification of severe inequalities in the right to health, income concentration, territorial gaps and
access to public goods, and the deepening of asymmetries between developed and developing countries.

58. She said that special focus was placed on three major impacts of the pandemic, which were referred
to as “silent crises”. These were the loss of more than one year of classroom schooling for an entire
generation of students, the increase in gender-based violence and the unequal gender distribution of care
burdens, and acceleration in the destruction of ecosystems leading to biodiversity loss. She also noted that
Caribbean delegates reported on their progress and challenges in the implementation of the SDGs. They
discussed issues including food security, a more comprehensive response to natural hazards and disasters,
the new digital inequality, the development of online learning and the implementation of sustainable
development strategies to preserve rainforests and reduce carbon emissions.

59. In the ensuing discussion, the Chair highlighted two additional issues that needed greater attention,
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the mental health of children and the long-term consequences of
the pandemic on human capital and productivity. His government, which had presented its voluntary
national review in 2022 and had committed to biennial reporting, acknowledged the need to develop the
quantitative aspect of future reports.

60. The State Minister in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of Jamaica shared some
lessons learned during the preparation of the country’s two voluntary national reviews. He highlighted the
importance of Jamaica having integrated the SDGs into its Vision 2030 Jamaica - National Development
Plan. A monitoring and evaluation framework that was essential to that process had been institutionalized
within the Statistical Institute of Jamaica (STATIN), which provided periodic reports on progress in the
achievement of the SDGs. His government was strengthening the relevant legislative framework and was
working with ECLAC to improve the statistics used in that process. Regional integration efforts should be
supplemented by advocacy at the global level, conducted jointly by small island developing States.

61. The Deputy Secretary-General of CARICOM noted the increasing number of countries presenting
voluntary national reviews, which he said was an indication of the broad commitment of the countries of
the subregion to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The CARICOM secretariat intended to establish
a population commission to comprehensively address sociodemographic development issues, a proposal
that had been considered by the CARICOM Conference of Heads of Government during their thirty-third
intersessional meeting. Work on the development of indicators for the Goals should be coordinated with
the CARICOM Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians.

62. The Chair, noting that only a few years remained to achieve the SDGs, recommended that a regional
platform be developed to share experiences and best practices. The Coordinator of the Statistics and Social
Development Unit of the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean, responding to the comments,
indicated that the purpose of the ECLAC information system on national statistical capacities to produce the
SDG indicators, which had been presented to the Caribbean Development Roundtable, was to support that kind
of statistical capacity-building. An ECLAC study conducted in 2021 had addressed the psychosocial impacts of
the pandemic on children, which did not, however, preclude further work on the issue.
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Review of implementation of the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway (agenda
item 5)

63. The Coordinator of the Sustainable Development and Disaster Unit of the ECLAC subregional
headquarters for the Caribbean updated the Committee on the status of the implementation of the SIDS
Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway and the preparations for the Samoa Pathway review
process, ahead of the fourth International Conference on Small Island Developing States, to be held in
Antigua and Barbuda in 2024. In her presentation, she indicated that the international community had been
working with SIDS to advance their agenda for the last 30 years. The subregion needed to begin
preparations for the Conference and she reiterated the commitment of ECLAC to work with member States
in that regard.

64. With respect to the review of the Samoa Pathway, she highlighted the challenges of incorporating
the synergies between it and subsequent sustainable development agendas, in particular the 2030 Agenda,
in the review process. Considering that the Samoa Pathway did not have a monitoring framework with
indicators to allow for regular assessment of progress in its implementation, the United Nations General
Assembly had requested the Secretary-General, in 2019, to develop targets and indicators for Samoa
Pathway priority areas not covered by the Sustainable Development Goals or the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030. In that context, a report had been presented entitled “Final report:
development of a framework for monitoring the Samoa Pathway”. The framework used indicators from the
2030 Agenda and the Sendai Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction, combining qualitative and
quantitative approaches.

65. Using that framework, she delivered a presentation indicating areas in which SIDS had made
progress —such as access to broadband and increasing renewable energy generation— and areas where
countries had regressed, notably in the conservation of natural habitats and the reduction of violence. She
encouraged countries to use the framework to prepare for the fourth International Conference on SIDS.

66. In closing, she highlighted a list of key priorities identified by SIDS in preparation for the
Conference scheduled to be held in 2024, including sustainable livelihoods; innovation centres, to maintain
the SIDS population in the vanguard and enable them to maximize added value in the future; the
environment, including the issue of marine plastic pollution; connectivity, in the context of goods, services,
people, digitalization and culture; overcoming the digital divide; appropriate data-gathering, to track
implementation results; availability of data and strengthening national and regional statistical systems; and
access to and support for data-driven decision-making.

67. Remarking on the presentation, the Chair observed that, while a considerable amount of work lay
ahead, a clear road map had been set out for the benefit of the subregion.

Support for the sustainable development aspirations of associate members of ECLAC (agenda item 6)

68. The Premier of Montserrat highlighted several events —including the COVID-19 pandemic, the war in
Ukraine and hurricanes Irma and Maria— that demonstrated the volatility of global affairs and climate change
and their impact on SIDS, and said that the Caribbean stood to experience even more transformative events.
More than ever, those who wielded the influence and held the development purse should respond to the glaring
disparity between the experiences of SIDS and those of other countries in accessing financial and other resources
and should accept the responsibility to change the status quo for the collective development of SIDS.



15

69. He posed the question, “What are our sustainable development aspirations?”, noting that they were
the same as those of other SIDS —economic growth, social inclusion and environmental balance— and
said that his country aspired to the ideals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to the
achievement of the Goals. While the 2030 Agenda paved a clear path towards sustainable development,
access to the much-needed resources for the achievement of the Goals had been far from equal, a situation
in direct contradiction with the aspiration to “leave no one behind”. He lamented that, prior to 2020, SIDS
had experienced slow progress towards the achievement of the Goals. He provided data on the
cross- sectoral impact of the COVID-19 pandemic across the Eastern Caribbean and noted that, while fiscal
measures had been implemented in Montserrat through 2021 and into 2022, those mechanisms had not
addressed the investments urgently needed to reposition his country for economic growth and wealth
distribution.

70. While the challenges faced by SIDS in accessing official development assistance (ODA) were well
documented, the implementation of solutions had been slow. He referenced a report of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development that stated that ECLAC associate members had received very
little of the more than US$ 5 billion in ODA directed towards SIDS in 2019. To level the playing field,
support must include advocacy for their advancement and the adoption of expanded eligibility assessment
tools, such as the multidimensional vulnerability index for small island developing States of the
United Nations and the Recovery Duration Adjuster of the Caribbean Development Bank.

71. He said that the vulnerabilities of the British Overseas Territories made them prime candidates for
climate financing, yet their opportunities were limited by several factors, including data deficiencies, high
transaction costs and small project sizes. While lauding the Green Climate Fund for targeting 50% of its
adaptation finance to SIDS adaptation efforts, he also pointed to the fact that, in many instances, climate
finance was accessed through loans, which presented new obstacles for countries or territories that lacked
the capability to borrow or were already heavily burdened with national debt.

72. He expressed Montserrat’s strong support for the recommendations of the recent United Nations
climate finance report,” including those related to increasing grant finance, establishing a dedicated
envelope for SIDS within the enhanced direct access pilot under the Green Climate Fund, directing renewed
effort towards building lasting capacity and establishing a global data hub for SIDS. He underscored the
importance of investment in the development of statistics, noting that the lack of quality disaggregated
statistics had been a significant impediment to the development of robust policies, plans and programmes
in SIDS.

73. In the ensuing discussion, the representative of the British Virgin Islands called for ECLAC to
increase the budget allocated to the subregional headquarters for the Caribbean to regularize the technical
assistance provided to associate members. He emphasized that the territory did not receive any budgetary
support from the Government of the United Kingdom, and had therefore been forced to resort to applying
for commercial loans following the 2017 hurricanes. The territory did not qualify for grants from
international donors and lacked the fiscal capacity to borrow the amounts needed to build climate resilience
and achieve sustainable development.

74. The British Virgin Islands had begun developing a National Sustainable Development Plan,
supported by work done by ECLAC. After two years of public consultations, the development plan was

2 United Nations, Accessing Climate Finance: Challenges and Opportunities for Small Island Developing States,

2022 [online] www.un.org/ohrlls/sites/www.un.org.ohrlls/files/accessing_climate finance _challenges sids
report.pdf.
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almost complete, but technical assistance was needed to support the design of an implementation strategy
and to help secure funding for the plan. In that regard, he appealed to ECLAC to consider the request of the
British Virgin Islands for technical assistance and asked for cooperation in assessing and reporting on
progress towards sustainable development.

75. The Chief of the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean acknowledged the
contributions of the representatives of Montserrat and the British Virgin Islands requesting greater
involvement of the associate members of ECLAC in its work programme and agenda. Such a request would
require the consideration of the Secretariat of the United Nations and of the secretariat of ECLAC.

Matters relating to the programme of work (agenda item 7)

76. The Chief of the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean delivered a presentation on
the implementation of the programme of work for 2021 and briefed the Committee on the activities under
way in 2022 and on several areas of focus for 2023.

77. She said that the work of the office was being conducted in the context of several critical changes
over the previous two years, including the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, which had forced a
reconsideration of the mode of delivery of technical assistance and research; the transition of the
United Nations Secretariat from a biennial to an annual programme cycle, which demanded accelerated
delivery of more focused products and services; and efforts to further strengthen United Nations support to
the subregion through the Multi-Country Sustainable Development Framework for the English- and
Dutch- speaking Caribbean 2022-2026. Notwithstanding those changes, the work of the office was
designed to support the Caribbean’s implementation and achievement of the Goals.

78. She summarized the regional role of ECLAC in the development architecture of the United Nations
and outlined several services provided by the subregional headquarters. Technical assistance and support were
provided to countries upon request. ECLAC provided a convening platform for Caribbean countries to
deliberate on pertinent issues and to develop a common strategy on the way forward, and was actively engaged
in several regional and global platforms. The Commission linked the research and analysis for the subregion
to high-level regional discussions on the global agenda and provided capacity-building to the countries of the
subregion. Describing the subsidiary organs of ECLAC, she touched on the issues within their purview that
were relevant to the Caribbean. She also spoke of the meaningful relationships shared with a number of
regional organizations within the framework of the One United Nations (One UN) initiative.

79. With regard to 2021, the Chief provided examples of the research undertaken by the office,
informing the Committee of two annual flagship ECLAC publications, the Economic Survey of
the Caribbean and the Preliminary Overview of the Economies of the Caribbean, for which the subregional
office contributed the data and analysis. Two studies had been done in the area of education in 2021,
covering the impact of the transition to an online learning model, the lack of access to online education and
the psychosocial impact on students of being away from the traditional school environment. She also spoke
of the management of the water supply, another challenge that the office had identified and explored
through a study on integrated water resource management in the Caribbean.

80. Meetings had been convened that had engaged the entire subregion, including the Economic and
Social Council youth forum, which had sensitized young people to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the SDGs and to the role they should have in those global processes as future leaders.
The twentieth meeting of the Monitoring Committee of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation
Committee had focused on the health, social and psychosocial impacts of COVID-19. At the 2021
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Caribbean Urban Forum, participants had discussed housing vulnerability and its impact on social welfare
and social inclusion as well as the question of unpaid care work and the pressure placed on women during
the pandemic.

81. She informed the meeting participants of technical assistance provided to Caribbean countries,
including a damage and loss assessment conducted in Guyana in the wake of flooding in the country and
the preparation of a comprehensive disaster management policy for Trinidad and Tobago.
Capacity- building activities conducted had included training in the use of geospatial technologies to
provide data in the context of disaster risk management, an example of the utility of technology solutions
for the subregion.

82. For 2022, the Chief shared details of several ongoing projects being implemented by the office.
She noted that the “building back better tourism-based economies” project was intended for Eastern
Caribbean countries but could also include other countries. The project focused on helping
tourism- dependent countries severely impacted by COVID-19 to recover and diversify both their
economies and their tourism product. The “climate change and disaster indicators” project focused on
building climate change-related statistical capacity to more effectively measure the environmental damage
caused by climate change as well as its impact on economic and social issues.

83. She touched on other activities being undertaken by the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the
Caribbean, including time-use surveys, initiatives related to sustainable transportation and The Caribbean
Outlook, of which the Committee had received a preview from the Deputy Chief. She noted that the drafting
would be concluded and the relevant documents would be available on the ECLAC website by the end of
2022. The subregional headquarters stood ready to provide support to countries in conducting population and
housing censuses and technical assistance to the Government of Jamaica through the Jamaica Promotions
Corporation (JAMPRO), on non-food manufactured products, and would continue to provide technical
support to various countries in the preparation and presentation of their voluntary national reviews.

84. Looking ahead to 2023, the Chief informed participants of some priority focus areas, including ICT
for development; supporting the 2020 round of censuses and employing REDATAM to facilitate census
data analysis and dissemination; the subregional review of the Samoa Pathway ahead of the fourth
International Conference on Small Island Developing States; and a project on advancing innovative
financial solutions.

85. She underscored the importance of the Caribbean Resilience Fund as an ongoing part of the work
of the office, signalling that ECLAC planned to draft articles of agreement for the Fund and secure approval
for them from ministers of finance, advance engagement with the Caribbean Development Bank and the
Inter-American Development Bank and seek support from the International Monetary Fund, the World
Bank and the wider international community. She reiterated that ECLAC was committed to the success of
the project and assured the representative of the British Virgin Islands that the Fund was being developed
for all ECLAC members and associate members in the Caribbean.

86. In the ensuing discussion, the Representative and Country Director at the World Food Programme’s
Caribbean Multi-Country Office said that his programme looked forward to strengthening its partnership
with ECLAC to support member States.
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Thirty-ninth session of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (agenda item &)

87. The Chief of the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean said that the thirty-ninth session
of the Commission would be convened from 24-26 October 2022 in Buenos Aires and encouraged
representatives to take advantage of that forum to represent Caribbean interests in the high-level dialogue on
development matters in the hemisphere. Ministers of foreign affairs were the focal points for the session, and
11 agenda items were scheduled to be covered. The ECLAC position paper, entitled Towards transformation
of the development model in Latin America and the Caribbean: production, inclusion and sustainability,’
would be launched. Chapter I examined the present and future of globalization and the challenges posed for
Latin America and the Caribbean, while the second chapter analysed the region’s production structure and
policies for sustainable development. The third chapter examined the relationship between employment and
social protection. The fourth chapter examined the importance of sectoral considerations as drivers in reviving
economic growth and moving towards sustainability in various subsectors, as well as the circular economy
and the digital transformation, topics of increasing relevance in the context of the hemisphere’s economic
transformation. Chapter V, the final chapter, contained recommendations.

88. The Chief also informed representatives that a panel discussion on each of those areas would be
held during the session. The ECLAC secretariat had already begun to reach out to member States regarding
their participation. Member States would be given the opportunity to describe their domestic situations in
each of the respective areas.

89. With respect to the activities of ECLAC, a report on the programme of work of the Commission
was being produced, which incorporated the work being done by the subregional headquarters for the
Caribbean. The Chair, on behalf of CDCC, would join the Chairs of the other subsidiary organs of ECLAC
in addressing the session, which would be an opportunity to present the priorities of the Caribbean and to
provide a briefing on work being done in the subregion.

Consideration and adoption of resolutions (agenda item 9)

90. The Chair drew the attention of representatives to six draft resolutions before the Committee for
consideration and adoption, which had been circulated to all member States and associate members of the
Committee in advance of the meeting. Delegations had been afforded the opportunity to transmit to the
secretariat their suggested changes, all of which had been duly incorporated. The Committee adopted the
six resolutions contained in section D of the present report.

Other matters (agenda item 10)

91. The Chief of the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean placed on record the interest
of the Deputy Secretary-General of CARICOM in working with ECLAC to create a population commission.
The ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean had sought to learn from its experience over the
previous two years when little or no information was available on what had been happening in the subregion
during the pandemic-related lockdowns. A new structure would be introduced for the Bureau, comprising
the outgoing chair, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the current chair, Suriname, and the future chair,
Trinidad and Tobago. The countries serving as Vice-Chairs and Rapporteur —Belize, Montserrat and
Jamaica, respectively— would also form part of the Bureau. The Bureau, which had previously met
annually, would now meet on a quarterly basis under the expanded structure to take stock of ongoing
activities and emerging issues of interest and concern for the subregion and to determine, with the support

3 LC/SES.39/3-P.
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of the Commission, what action might be possible. Bureau meetings would be conducted virtually, a lesson
learned from the COVID-19 experience. As an intergovernmental body, CDCC should become more
actively engaged, and the countries of the subregion needed to pursue more conscious collaboration towards
implementation of the decisions taken in the Caribbean.

Date and venue of the twenty-first meeting of the Monitoring Committee of the Caribbean Development
and Cooperation Committee (agenda item 11)

92. In accordance with article 11 of the Rules of Procedure of the Constituent Declaration and
Functions and Rules of Procedure of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee,* in the years
when there is no regular session of CDCC, meetings of the Monitoring Committee shall be held at the office
of the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean, unless a member of the Committee offers to
host the meeting within the period stipulated. The Committee agreed that the twenty-first meeting of the
CDCC Monitoring Committee would be held in Port of Spain in 2023.

Close of the session (agenda item 12)

93. The Chief of the ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean expressed her appreciation to
all involved in the Caribbean Development Roundtable and CDCC, in particular those from the host country
and the outgoing chair of CDCC. She also expressed appreciation to the incoming Chair of CDCC and
extended her gratitude to the experts and panellists who had participated in both meetings.

94, The Chief noted that there would be opportunities for collaboration and follow-up on all the issues
discussed over the previous three days. She expressed hope that the interests of the subregion would be well
represented at the thirty-ninth session of ECLAC, to be held in Buenos Aires, through a strong Caribbean
presence to give voice to the subregion’s concerns and build support for strategies to address them. Lastly,
she welcomed the election of the new Bureau and said that ECLAC was committed to supporting their work.

95. The incoming Chair thanked the outgoing Chair for her work with the Caribbean Development
Roundtable and CDCC over the previous two years. He also paid tribute to the former Executive Secretary
of ECLAC for her commitment to the Caribbean and welcomed the new Executive Secretary.

96. In closing, he emphasized the importance of partnerships to overcoming the subregion’s
development challenges, including South-South cooperation and cooperation with other regions.
Specifically, he encouraged cooperation and resilience-building through forums such as the Community of
Latin American and Caribbean States, the Association of Caribbean States and the Central American
Integration System. Ministers of foreign affairs had a key role to play in that regard and he looked forward
to taking an active role as Chair of CDCC. He then declared the twenty-ninth session of the Caribbean
Development and Cooperation Committee officially closed.

4 LC/CAR/G.780/Rev.1.
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D. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT
AND COOPERATION COMMITTEE AT ITS TWENTY-NINTH SESSION

106 (XXIX) SUPPORT FOR THE WORK OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION
FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN IN THE CARIBBEAN

The Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee,

Recalling resolution 358(XVI) of 1975 of the Economic Commission for Latin America and
the Caribbean, establishing the Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee as a subsidiary organ
of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean to act as a coordinating body for
activities relating to development and cooperation in that subregion,

Recalling also resolution 29(XII) of 1989 of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation
Committee on the role and functioning of the Committee and resolution 55(XVIII) of 2000, which
recognized the continuing relevance and pertinence of the basic principles and concepts contained in the
Constituent Declaration of the Committee,

Recalling further resolution 75(XXII) of 2010 of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation
Committee, which emphasized the continuing relevance of the Committee in providing its members with
effective support in developing regional strategies to address common global and regional challenges,

Bearing in mind resolution 85(XXV) of 2014 of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation
Committee, in which it expressed its support for the request to ensure greater inclusion of Caribbean associate
members in studies and social, economic and statistical reports carried out by the Commission,

Considering resolution 105(XXVIII) of 2020 of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation
Committee, which took note of the efforts already being made towards greater inclusion of Caribbean
associate members in studies and social, economic and statistical reports carried out by the Commission,

Affirming the importance of both the analytical and operational activities carried out by the
Commission in the Caribbean, and the continued cooperation and collaboration between the Commission
and the Caribbean Community, the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, the Caribbean Development
Bank, the United Nations specialized agencies, funds and programmes, the offices of the resident
coordinators in the Caribbean, as well as other regional governmental and non-governmental organizations,

Acknowledging the special development challenges faced by countries in the Caribbean subregion,
including their small size; open, narrow and undiversified economies; fragile ecosystems; and other
inherent vulnerabilities, and underscoring the importance of the Sustainable Development Goals and the
small island developing States development agenda to national development planning processes, as integral
elements of the response to those challenges,

Welcoming the adoption of the United Nations Multi-country Sustainable Development Framework
for the English- and Dutch-speaking Caribbean 2022-2026, which embodies strengthened coordination for
the delivery of multisectoral United Nations development assistance to the Caribbean,
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Taking into account the ongoing effort to strengthen the United Nations development system architecture,

1. Takes note of the Report of the twentieth meeting of the Monitoring Committee of the Caribbean
Development and Cooperation Committee, held on 5 November 2021;'

2. Expresses appreciation to the secretariat for the work carried out under subprogramme 12 on
subregional activities in the Caribbean during 2021, and particularly for the results achieved and impact
derived from its implementation;

3. Highlights in particular the work undertaken in research on and analysis of the
multidimensional impact of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic on the countries of the
subregion and the continued efforts of the Commission towards the establishment of a Caribbean Resilience
Fund to address the challenges of debt and vulnerability in the Caribbean;

4. Endorses the proposed programme of work for 2023, subprogramme 12: subregional activities
in the Caribbean, adopted by virtue of resolution 751(PLEN.36) at the thirty-sixth session of the Committee
of the Whole of the Commission on 3 December 2021;>

5. Notes with appreciation the efforts made towards greater inclusion of Caribbean associate
members in studies and in sectoral and statistical reports carried out by the Commission;

6. Underscores the importance of the role of the Commission in providing substantive support to
the small island developing States agenda and the sustainable development process in the Caribbean as
framed by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and related development platforms, particularly
through its capacity for comprehensive multidisciplinary research, statistical analysis and evidence-based
policy advice;

7. Requests the Monitoring Committee of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation
Committee to review the implementation of the overall programme of work of the Commission under
subprogramme 12, and to report on progress in this regard to the Caribbean Development and Cooperation
Committee at its thirtieth session.

I LC/MCCDCC.20/4.
2 See the Report of the thirty-sixth session of the Committee of the Whole of ECLAC (LC/PLEN.36/5).
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107 (XXIX) PREPARATIONS FOR THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES

The Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 69/217 of 19 December 2014, which reaffirmed the
outcome of the third International Conference on Small Island Developing States, urged the speedy
implementation of the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway (Samoa Pathway), and
welcomed the renewed commitment of the international community to address the vulnerabilities of small
island developing States and to continuing to seek solutions to the major challenges facing them,

Noting that the Samoa Pathway sets forth the sustainable development aspirations and priority
concerns of small island developing States for the period 2015-2025 and reaffirms that small island
developing States are a special case for sustainable development, given their unique vulnerabilities,

Recognizing that the objectives and priorities detailed in the Samoa Pathway are consistent with
and complementary to the sustainable development goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development,' the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development,” the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, the New Urban Agenda*
and the Paris Agreement adopted under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change,’

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 73/228 of 20 December 2018, which recalls paragraph
11 of its resolution 70/299 of 29 July 2016, and urges the United Nations system to take effective measures
to reduce the reporting burden on small island developing States and support the strengthening of the
effective monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the Samoa Pathway through coherent,
coordinated and effective linkages between the follow-up and review arrangements for the Samoa Pathway,
the 2030 Agenda and other intergovernmentally agreed outcomes,

Taking note of the United Nations Multi-country Sustainable Development Cooperation
Framework for the English- and Dutch-speaking Caribbean 2022-2026,’ the instrument for planning and
implementing United Nations system activities in the countries of the subregion towards fulfilment of the
2030 Agenda,

Resolution 70/1.

Resolution 69/313.

Resolution 69/283, annex II.

Resolution 71/256.

Report of the Conference of the Parties on its twenty-first session, held in Paris from 30 November to 13 December 2015
(FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1).

Resolution 73/228, paragraph 24.

See [online] https://unsdg.un.org/resources/multicountry-sustainable-development-framework-english-and-dutch-
speaking-caribbean-2022.

[ N
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Noting that in paragraph 20(a) of its resolution 76/203, the General Assembly called for the
convening of a fourth international conference on the small island developing States in 2024, which will be
aimed at assessing the ability of small island developing States to meet the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals,

Bearing in mind the Caribbean regional report on the mid-term review of the Samoa Pathway, which
called for the sustainable development priorities of Caribbean small island developing States to be addressed
in the period 2019-2024 and requested the Commission to strengthen the Caribbean Development and
Cooperation Committee-Regional Coordination Mechanism to facilitate more effective implementation of the
small island developing States and sustainable development agendas,”

1. Welcomes the offer by the Government of Antigua and Barbuda to host the fourth International
Conference on Small Island Developing States in 2024;

2. Requests the Commission, through its subregional headquarters for the Caribbean, and in
coordination with member countries, associate members, regional intergovernmental bodies, relevant
agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations system and other development partners, to prepare
the comprehensive regional review of Caribbean implementation of the Samoa Pathway, as part of the
preparatory process for the fourth International Conference on Small Island Developing States;

3. Requests that the Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee-Regional Coordination
Mechanism serve as a regional platform for the organization and convening of meetings and other events
supporting the Caribbean’s preparatory processes for the fourth International Conference on Small Island
Developing States, situating the review within the wider context of implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development;

4. Calls on the Commission to make every effort to ensure full participation of all stakeholders at
national and subregional levels in the preparation for the Caribbean review of implementation of the Samoa
Pathway and the fourth International Conference on Small Island Developing States.

8 See San Pedro Declaration [online] https:/sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/20630San_Pedro

Declaration_final version.pdf.
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108 (XXIX) SAFEGUARDING THE GAINS MADE IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE 2030 AGENDA AND THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
IN THE CARIBBEAN SUBREGION

The Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee,

Recalling resolutions 94(XXVI) of 2016 and 100(XXVII) of 2018, which called for synergy in the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of
Action (SAMOA) Pathway (Samoa Pathway) in the Caribbean subregion,

Recalling also resolution 102 (XXVIII), which noted the significant negative socioeconomic
impact of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) on the countries of the Caribbean,

Noting with concern The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022," which documents the
threats posed by COVID-19 to the global Goals and underscores the reversal of progress made on several
SDGs because of the pandemic,

Acknowledging the 2019 political declaration of the high-level political forum on sustainable
development convened under the auspices of the General Assembly,” which recognized the urgent need to
accelerate action on all levels and by all stakeholders, in order to fulfil the vision and Goals of the
2030 Agenda,

Welcoming the active participation of the Caribbean at the 2022 high-level political forum on
sustainable development and at the fifth meeting of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and
the Caribbean on Sustainable Development held in San Jose, from 7 to 9 March 2022,

Noting that all but two Caribbean countries have presented at least one voluntary national review
on their progress in the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals,

Underscoring that the challenges most commonly reported in the voluntary national reviews of
Caribbean countries relate to their vulnerability to shocks, the insufficiency of data, limited institutional
capacity and the inadequacy of funds to implement and monitor the Goals,

1. Resolves to support its member States in safeguarding the gains made in the implementation of
the Sustainable Development Goals and in preventing further erosion of progress towards their achievement
by 2030;

2. FEncourages its member States and associate members to synergize the implementation of the
Samoa Pathway and the SDGs for the sustainable development of the Caribbean;

3. Calls on its member States and associate members to accelerate implementation of the
2030 Agenda during this decade of action for the Sustainable Development Goals by scaling up national
actions to promulgate enabling policies, allocating dedicated budgets for SDG implementation, and
strengthening relevant institutional and regulatory frameworks;

' See [online] https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/.

2 A/HLPF/2019/L.1.
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4. Also calls on its member States and associate members to promote people-centred action in the
implementation of the SDGs by engaging stakeholders, especially the private sector, civil society, women
and young people, and leveraging their skills and resources in activities that contribute to the sustainable
development of the subregion and promote the achievement of SDG targets;

5. Further calls on international development partners to provide adequate and sustained
technical and financial support to Caribbean countries to address the vulnerabilities of the subregion
resulting from high exposure to shocks, scarcity of data and limited institutional capacity, all of which are
obstacles to implementing, monitoring and reporting on progress on the SDGs;

6. Requests the secretariat of the Commission, through its subregional headquarters for
the Caribbean, and in collaboration with the relevant United Nations agencies, funds and programmes and
the Caribbean Community, to further strengthen its technical support to member States and interested
associate members in their implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs.



26

109 (XXIX) TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A CARIBBEAN RESILIENCE FUND

The Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee,

Recalling the adoption of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference
on Financing for Development, in which a strong global commitment to address the challenge of financing
sustainable development, particularly in developing countries, is established,

Bearing in mind its resolution 93 (XXVI) entitled “Advancing a debt relief initiative for
the Caribbean”, which recognizes the threat to the Caribbean posed by climate change and the unsustainably
high debt burden faced by Member states and welcomes the efforts of the Commission to pursue debt
relief solutions,

Highlighting the call made in the Paris Agreement' for developed country Parties to provide
financial resources to assist developing country parties with respect to both mitigation and adaptation in
continuation of their existing obligations under the Convention,

Welcoming the recent pledges made by many developed country Parties at the twenty-sixth session
of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, held in
Glasgow from 31 October to 13 November 2021, to increase their provision of climate finance, which will
facilitate greater levels of investment in adaptation for countries especially vulnerable to the adverse effects
of climate change,

Mindful of the mounting debt, balance of payments and liquidity challenges exacerbated by the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and other shocks, which have constrained the capacity of
Caribbean economies to finance their sustainable development, particularly economic and climate
resilience-building,

Noting that the Commission has been pursuing an innovative financing solution, the Caribbean
Resilience Fund, comprising resilience-building, liquidity enhancement and debt reduction windows, which
will focus on leveraging investment for climate adaptation and mitigation projects, and liability
management operations,

Taking note of the proposal by the Commission that the Caribbean Resilience Fund be placed under the
umbrella of the Caribbean Development Fund and managed by a consortium of regional development agencies,

1. Notes with appreciation the reported progress of the Commission towards the establishment of
the Caribbean Resilience Fund and urges continued work towards its operationalization and the
implementation of liability management operations among interested member States and associate members;

2. FEncourages member States to support the proposed consortium of regional development
agencies which will manage the operations of the Caribbean Resilience Fund;

' Report of the Conference of the Parties on its twenty-first session, held in Paris from 30 November to 13 December
2015 (FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1), article 9, paragraph 1.
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3. Authorizes the Commission to initiate consultations with the representatives of finance
ministries and all relevant regional and international institutions towards finalizing the articles of agreement
that will lead to the establishment of the Caribbean Resilience Fund;

4. Calls on international development partners, donor countries, international financial institutions
and climate finance agencies and other relevant development partners to support the establishment of the
Caribbean Resilience Fund.
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110 (XXIX) ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
AND JUSTICE IN ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS IN LATIN AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN

The Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee,

Recalling Principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development', which
establishes that “environmental issues are best handled with participation of all concerned citizens, at the
relevant level”, that “States shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and participation by making
information widely available,” and that “effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings,
including redress and remedy, shall be provided”,

Recalling also the Declaration on the application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development,” signed by the governments of 24 Latin American and Caribbean States,
in which they reaffirmed their commitment to the rights of access to information, participation and justice
regarding environmental issues, declared their willingness to work towards a regional instrument promoting
the full application of those rights and requested the support of the Commission as technical secretariat,

Recalling further resolutions 686(XXXV) and 706(XXXVI) “Application of Principle 10 of the
Rio Declaration on Environment and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean” and resolutions
725(XXXVID) and 744(XXXVIII) “Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation
and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean”, adopted by the Commission at
its thirty-fifth, thirty-sixth, thirty-seventh and thirty-eighth sessions, respectively,

Taking note of the adoption of the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public
Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean, known as the
Escazii Agreement, on 4 March 2018, in Escazu, Costa Rica,

Welcoming the entry into force of the Escazii Agreement on 22 April 2021,

Noting that the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Regional Agreement on Access
to Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and
the Caribbean was held in Santiago from 20 to 22 April 2022,

1. Acknowledges the relevance of the Escazii Agreement in promoting sustainable development
in the Caribbean small island developing States, through its support for implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, the Paris
Agreement and other international development platforms;

2. Notes with appreciation the signature of the Escazi Agreement by 10 Caribbean countries and
its ratification by 5 Caribbean countries;

I “Resolutions Adopted by the Conference”, Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3— 14 June 1992, vol. I, (A/CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Vol. 1)), resolution 1, annex I.
2 A/CONF.216/13, annex.
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3. Invites all Caribbean States to consider ratifying or acceding to the Escazi Agreement, in
accordance with article 21 thereof, as appropriate, as soon as possible;

4. Expresses appreciation to the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean for
its support as secretariat in matters related to the Escazi Agreement in the Caribbean subregion.
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111 (XXIX) SUPPORT FOR THE ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF THE ECONOMIC
COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

The Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee,

Reaffirming the relevance of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the SIDS Accelerated
Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway (Samoa Pathway) and other relevant development platforms including
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 and the Paris Agreement in supporting the efforts
of the associate members to address their economic, social and environmental challenges,

Bearing in mind the unique vulnerabilities that the associate members face, including debt and
liquidity challenges, limited technical expertise, limited access to international donor funding, other
resource gaps, and high exposure to climate change and extreme weather events,

Noting with concern the multidimensional impact of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) on the welfare
of the populations of the associate members and the impact it has had on their efforts at resilience-building,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 75/123, which invited Member States and organizations of
the United Nations system, actively to support and participate in the implementation of the plan of action for
the Second International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism' during the Fourth International Decade,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 76/87, which stressed that because these small island
Non-Self-Governing Territories face special challenges in planning for and implementing sustainable
development and that they will be constrained in meeting those challenges without the continued
cooperation and assistance of the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system,

Recalling further the reference made to the sustainable development challenges faced by associate
members in the resolutions adopted by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean at
its thirty-seventh session,

Recalling the first ever high-level meeting of the associate members on their challenges in
implementing the 2030 agenda,

Recalling also the assistance provided by the Commission, through its subregional headquarters
for the Caribbean, to associate members affected by Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017,

Noting with appreciation the efforts made by the Commission to integrate the Non-Self-Governing
Territories and other associate members into the regional and global dialogue on sustainable development,
including support for the high-level participation of the associate members in its meetings,

Acknowledging the efforts of the Commission towards the greater inclusion of Caribbean associate
members in its studies and the need, in particular, for the inclusion of data on the associate members in
reports on COVID-19 response and recovery,

Acknowledging also the efforts by Costa Rica, in its capacity as Chair of the Commission, to include
associate members in regional forums and platforms on the sustainable development of Latin America and
the Caribbean,

I A/56/61, annex.
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Noting with appreciation the support of the Commission for the resilience-building efforts of its
associate members through assistance with their national sustainable development planning processes,

1. Requests the Commission to pursue the full implementation of the relevant General Assembly
resolutions, in support of its associate members;

2. Also requests the Commission, where possible, to expand its collection of data on key sectors
in associate member countries with a view to shaping appropriate assistance programmes to accelerate
progress in their economic and social sectors;

3. Further requests the Commission to support associate members in their efforts to monitor and
review implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Samoa Pathway;

4. Requests the Commission to consider annual deployment of resources, where available, on
a permanent basis, for technical assistance to support interested associate members in the design and
implementation of sustainable development policies;

5. Also requests the Commission to consider at the sixth meeting of the Forum of the Countries
of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development in 2023, the vulnerabilities of and
challenges faced by the associate members in their pursuit of sustainable development, with a view to
mobilizing regional and international solidarity and support;

6. Requests the secretariat to report to the twenty-first meeting of the Monitoring Committee of
the Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee on the implementation of this resolution.
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Annex 1
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES'

A. Member States/Estados miembros

BARBADOS

Representative/Representante:
— Annette Weekes, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Economic Affairs and Investment,
email: annette.weekes@barbados.gov.bb

Delegation members/Miembros de la delegacion:
— Shennel Richards, Chief, Research Officer, Prime Minister’s Office, email: shennel.richards@pmo.gov.bb

BELIZE/BELICE

Representative/Representante:
— Ramon Cervantes, Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Immigration,
email: minister.secretary@mfa.gov.bz

Delegation member/Miembro de la delegacion:
— Tasha Cain, Foreign Service Officer 1, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Immigration,
email: tasha.cain@mfa.gov.bz

DOMINICA

Representative/Representante:
— Gloria Joseph, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Planning, Economic Development, Climate Resilience,
Sustainable Development and Renewable Energy, email: psplanning@dominica.gov.dm (virtual)

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC/REPUBLICA DOMINICANA

Representative/Representante:
— Wellington Bencosme, Ambassador of the Dominican Republic in Trinidad and Tobago (virtual)

Delegation member/Miembro de la delegacion:
— Samir Sansur, International Cooperation Analyst, Embassy of the Dominican Republic in Trinidad
and Tobago (virtual)

' The information contained in this list is as supplied by the participants themselves, in the register provided for
the meeting. Los datos de esta lista son los suministrados por los participantes en el registro correspondiente que
se habilito para la reunion.
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GUYANA

Representative/Representante:

— Elisabeth Harper, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation,
email: eaharper@minfor.gov.gy (virtual)

Delegation members/Miembros de la delegacion:

— George Talbot, Director, Department of Americas, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, email: gtalbot@minfor.gov.gy (virtual)

— Pegy McLennan, Head, CARICOM Unit, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation,
email: pmclennan@minfor.gov.gy (virtual)

— Hanani Lewi, Foreign Service Officer I, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation,
email: hlewi@minfor.gov.gy (virtual)

JAMAICA

Representative/Representante:
— Leslie Campbell, State Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade,
email: hmos.assistant@mfaft.gov.jm

Delegation member/Miembros de la delegacion:
— Renée Lloyd, Assistant Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade,
email: renee.lloyd@mfaft.gov.jm

SAINT LUCIA/SANTA LUCIA

Representative/Representante:
— Alva Baptiste, Minister of External Affairs, International Trade, Civil Aviation and Diaspora Affairs,
email: minsec.moea@gmail.com

SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES/SAN VICENTE Y LAS GRANADINAS

Representative/Representante:
— Keisal Melissa Peters, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade,
email: office.foreignaffairs@mail.gov.vc

Delegation members/Miembros de la delegacion:

— Giselle Myers, Senior Economist, Ministry of Finance, Economic Planning and Information
Technology, email: gisellemyers@ymail.com (virtual)

— Shimeque Smith, Economist, Economic Planning Department, Ministry of Finance, Economic
Planning and Information Technology, email: ssmith@svgepd.com (virtual)

— Shineco Sutherland, Economist, Ministry of Finance, Economic Planning and Information
Technology, email: ssutherland@svgcpd.com (virtual)

— DeAnna Ralph, Project Officer, Ministry of Finance, Economic Planning and Information Technology,
email: delralph@gmail.com (virtual)

SURINAME

Representative/Representante:
— Albert Ramdin, Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International Cooperation,
email: sec.ma@gov.sr




34

Delegation members/Miembros de la delegacion:

Audrey Christopher, Chief of Protocol, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: audrey.christopher@gov.sr

Manorma Soeknandan, Ambassador at Large, Bureau of Economic and Financial Recovery, Ministry
of Finance and Planning, email: manormas@yahoo.com

Elizabeth Bradley, Deputy Permanent Secretary - International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
International Business and International Cooperation, email: elizabeth.bradley@gov.sr

Jo-Ann Keenswijk - Fung A Loi, Manager, Social Statistics Division, General Bureau of Statistics,
email: jonice2002@hotmail.com

Anjali De Abreu-Kisoensingh, Statistician, Scientific Research and Planning Institute, General Bureau
of Statistics, email: anjali_kisoensingh@hotmail.com

Marlon Hoogdorp, Director, Communication Authority Suriname (CDS), Cabinet of the President,
email: marlon.hoogdorp@gov.sr

Fariel Menso, Chief Policy Officer, Communication Authority Suriname (CDS),

email: farielsme@hotmail.com

Marianne Cornet, Communication Authority Suriname (CDS), email: marianne.cornet@gov.sr

Gritl Petrisie-Blokland, Editor in Chief, Communication Authority Suriname (CDS),

email: gratl.blokland@gov.sr

Astra Singh, Coordinator, Public Relations Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International
Business and International Cooperation, email: astra.singhO1@gmail.com

Javier Boldewijn, Public Relations Officer, Public Relations Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
International Business and International Cooperation, email: sec.dis@gov.sr

Sharisha Alberg, Senior Diplomatic Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International
Business and International Cooperation, email: risa.alberg@gmail.com

Regilio Emanuelson, Senior Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: regilio.emanuelson@gov.sr

Frits Sandriman, Senior Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: frits.sandriman@gov.sr

Leroy Adams, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs International Business and International
Cooperation email: leroyadams597@gmail.com

Monica Bijlhout, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation email: monica.bijlhout@gov.sr

Christopher Bonar, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: christopher.bonar@gov.sr

Samuel Beerensteyn, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: sec.protocol.mofa@gov.sr

Carlos Elsenhout, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: logistic. mofa@gov.sr

Valerie Ho-A-Hing, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: valerie.ho-a-hing@gov.sr

Swastika Kasi, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: swastika.kasi@gov.sr

Brian Kempes, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: brian.kempes@gov.sr

Sharon Klinker, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: sharon.klinker@gov.sr

Unera Sampi, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: unera.sampi@gov.sr

Mitchell SooKoo, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: sookoomitchell@gmail.com
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— Shanice Yvonne Uiterloo, Protocol Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: shanice.uiterloo@gov.sr

— Nicoll Berggraaf, Media Coordinator, Communication Authority Suriname (CDS),
email: nicollberggraaf{@hotmail.com

— Fabiola Wielson, Media Coordinator, Communication Authority Suriname (CDS),
email: fabiolawielson@outlook.com

— Pamela Cyrus, Media Coordinator, Communication Authority Suriname (CDS), email: pamela.cyrus@gov.sr

— Abigail Kemp, Media Advisor, Communication Authority Suriname (CDS), email: abigail.kemp@gov.sr

— Jeshua Lavenberg, Web Developer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: jeshualavenberg@hotmail.com

— Charissa Dhauri, Desk Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: charissa.dhauri@gov.sr

— Chermain Pansa, Desk Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: chermain.pansa@gov.sr

— Lucill Starke — Esajas, Desk Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: lucill.esajas@gov.sr

— Martin Gefferie, Liaison Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: martingefferie@hotmail.com

— Chrisnel Payoute, Liaison Officer, Directorate National Security (DNV), email:
chrisnelpayoute@gmail.com

— Akash Jageswar, IT Official, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: akash.jageswar@gov.sr

— Shivam Gokoel, Service Officer of ICT, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: shivam.gokoel@gov.sr

— Ravindre Manurat, Service Officer of ICT, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: ravindre.manurat@gov.sr

— Shritih Sharman, Helpdesk Officer of ICT, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: shritih.sharman@gov.sr (virtual)

— Juan Pawiroredjo, Staff Member, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: juanpawi@gmail.com

— Romano Lang, Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: sec.dis@gov.sr

— Briélle Oostburg, Junior Official Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and
International Cooperation, email: bricoost29@gmail.com

— Janice Vyent, Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation, email: sayonarah.vyent@gmail.com

— Kirishan Chedi, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business and International Cooperation,
email: krishan.chedi@gov.sr

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO/TRINIDAD Y TABAGO

Representative/Representante:
— Ric Ali, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Planning and Development, email: ric.ali@planning.gov.tt
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B. Associate members/Miembros asociados
ARUBA
Representative/Representante:

— Geoffrey Wever, Minister of Economic Affairs, Telecommunication ad Sustainable Development,
email: geoffrey.wever@gobierno.aw

Delegation members/Miembros de la delegacion:

— Jocelyne Croes, Special Adviser on Multilateral Affairs (virtual)

— Ghislaine Nicolaas, Policy Advisor, Department of Foreign Affairs,
email: g.nicolaas@arubaforeignaffairs.com (virtual)

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS/ISLAS VIRGENES BRITANICAS

Representative/Representante:
— Eliezer Benito Wheatley, Special Envoy of the Premier, email: benitowheatley@gmail.com

MONTSERRAT

Representative/Representante:
— Joseph E. Farrell, Premier, email: farrellje@gov.ms

Delegation member/Miembro de la delegacion:
— Lindorna Lambert, Financial Secretary, Ministry of Finance and Economic Management,
email: lambertl@gov.ms

C. Member States of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
participating as observers/Paises miembros de la Comision Econdomica para
América Latina y el Caribe que participan en calidad de observadores

ARGENTINA

Representative/Representante:
— Marcelo Salviolo, Minister Plenipotentiary, Embassy of Argentina in Suriname, email: mas@mrecic.gov.ar

CHILE

Representative/Representante:
— Sebastian Anich, Chargé d'Affaires a.i., Embassy of Chile in Trinidad and Tobago, email: sanich@minrel.gob.cl
(virtual)

MEXICO/MEXICO

Representative/Representante:
— Victor Hugo Morales Meléndez, Ambassador of Mexico in Trinidad and Tobago, email: secretariatrt@sre.gob.mx
(virtual)
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Delegation members/Miembros de la delegacion:

— Victor Valtierra Pérez, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Mexico in Trinidad and Tobago,
email: vvaltierra@sre.gob.mx (virtual)

— Flavio Abraham Gonzalez Hernandez, Economic Affairs Attaché, Embassy of Mexico in Trinidad and
Tobago (virtual)

D. United Nations Secretariat/Secretaria de las Naciones Unidas

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)/Departamento de Asuntos Econdémicos y

Sociales (DAES)

— Cecille Blake, Statistician, Statistics Division, email: blakel(@un.org (virtual)

Department of Global Communications (DGC)/Departamento de Comunicacion Global (DCG)

— Amanda Laurence, National Information Officer, United Nations Information Centre for the Caribbean
Area, email: laurencea@un.org

— Deion Smith, Team Assistant, email: deion.smith@un.org

Department of Safety and Security (DSS)/Departamento de Seguridad (DS)
— Jermain Akoy, Field Security Associate, Suriname, email: jermain.akoy@undp.org

Resident Coordinator Offices/Oficinas de los Coordinadores Residentes
— Adley Breeveld, Communication and Advocacy Officer, Suriname, email: adley.breeveld@un.org

E. United Nations system/Sistema de las Naciones Unidas

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)/Fondo de las Naciones Unidas para la Infancia

(UNICEF)

— Nicolas Pron, Area Representative to Guyana and Suriname, Special Representative to the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM), email: npron@unicef.org

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)/Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el
Desarrollo (PNUD)
— Margaret Jones Williams, Deputy Resident Representative for Suriname,

email: margaret.jones.williams@undp.org

World Food Programme (WFP)/Programa Mundial de Alimentos (PMA)
— Regis Chapman, Representative and Country Director, Caribbean Multi-Country Office,
email: regis.chapman@wfp.org

F. Intergovernmental organizations/Organizaciones intergubernamentales

Association of Caribbean States (ACS)/Asociacion de Estados del Caribe (AEC)
— Rodolfo Sabonge, Secretary General, email: rsabonge@acs-aec.org

Caribbean Community (CARICOM)/Comunidad del Caribe (CARICOM)

— Armstrong Alexis, Deputy Secretary-General, email: armstrong.alexis@caricom.org

— Joseph Cox, Assistant Secretary-General, Economic Integration, Innovation and Development,
email: kendena.hinds@caricom.org
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— Wayne McCook, Assistant Secretary-General, CARICOM Single Market and Trade (CSMT)
email: nigel.duncan@caricom.org

— Cecila Melville, Deputy Programme Manager, Economic Development Policy, Tax Administration and
Research, email: cecila.melville@caricom.org

— Nievia Ramsundar, Executive Director, CARICOM Competition Commission,
email: nivramsundar@gmail.com

— Barry Headley, Senior Economist, email: barry headley@yahoo.com (virtual)

— Lenox Forte, Director, Regional Development, CARICOM Development Fund (CDF),
email: Iforte@caricomdf.org

— Lavern McFarlane, Senior Economist, CARICOM Development Fund (CDF),
email: lamcfarlane@caricomdf.org

Development Bank of Latin America (CAF)/Banco de Desarrollo de América Latina (CAF)

— Gianpiero Leoncini, Representative of Trinidad and Tobago Country Office, email:
gleoncini@caf.com (virtual)

— Stacy Richards-Kennedy, Regional Manager for the Caribbean, email: srichards-kennedy@caf.com
(virtual)

European Union/Unién Europea

— Latoya Williams, Programme Manager for Suriname, Delegation of the European Union to Guyana,
for Suriname and with responsibility for Aruba, Bonaire, Curagao, Saba, Saint Barthelemy,
Sint Eustatius and Sint Maarten, email: latoya.williams@eeas.europa.eu

Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS)/Organizacion de Estados del Caribe Oriental
(OECO)
— Sherma Beroo, Senior Technical Specialist — Statistics, email: sherma.beroo@oecs.int

G. Other participants/Otros participantes

— Mahindra Ramesh Ramdeen, CEO, Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers Association (TTMA),
email: ceo@ttma.com

H. Secretariat/Secretaria

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)/Comisiéon Econémica para

América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)

— José Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs, Executive Secretary/Secretario Ejecutivo, email: jose.salazarx(@cepal.org
(virtual)

— Raquel Frederick, Associate Economic Affairs Officer, Office of the Executive Secretary/Oficial
Adjunta de Asuntos Econémicos, Oficina de la Secretaria Ejecutiva, email: raquel.frederick@cepal.org
(virtual)

— Francisco Cabezas, Security Lieutenant, Department of Safety and Security (DSS)/Teniente,
Departamento de Seguridad (DS), email: francisco.cabezas@cepal.org

— Cristian Gonzalez Casanga, Sergeant, Department of Safety and Security (DSS)/Sargento,
Departamento de Seguridad (DS), email: cristian.gonzalez@cepal.org

ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean/sede subregional de la CEPAL para el Caribe
— Diane Quarless, Chief/Directora, email: diane.quarless@eclac.org
— Dillon Alleyne, Deputy Chief/Director Adjunto, email: dillon.alleyne@eclac.org
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Abdullahi Abdulkadri, Statistician, Statistics and Social Development Unit/Estadistico, Unidad de
Estadistica y Desarrollo Social, email: abdullahi.abdulkadri@eclac.org

Artie Dubrie, Coordinator, Sustainable Development and Disaster Unit/Coordinadora, Unidad de
Desarrollo Sostenible y Evaluacion de Desastres, email: artie.dubrie@eclac.org (virtual)

Sheldon McLean, Economic Affairs Officer, Economic Development Unit/Oficial de Asuntos
Econémicos, Unidad de Desarrollo Economico, email: sheldon.mclean@eclac.org

Laverne Walker, Sustainable Development Officer, Sustainable Development and Disaster Unit/Oficial de
Desarrollo Sostenible, Unidad de Desarrollo Sostenible y Evaluacion de Desastres,

email: laverne.walker@eclac.org (virtual)

Dale Alexander, Programme Management Officer, Caribbean Knowledge Management Centre/Oficial de
Gestion de Programas, Centro de Gestion del Conocimiento del Caribe, email: dale.alexander@eclac.org
Johann Brathwaite, Programme Management Officer, Programme Support Unit/Oficial de Gestion de
Programas, Unidad de Apoyo a los Programas, email: johann.brathwaite@eclac.org (virtual)

Michael Hendrickson, Economic Affairs Officer, Economic Development Unit/Oficial de Asuntos
Econdémicos, Unidad de Desarrollo Econémico, email: michael.hendrickson@eclac.org (virtual)
Francis Jones, Population Affairs Officer, Statistics and Social Development Unit/Oficial de Asuntos
de Poblacion, Unidad de Estadistica y Desarrollo Social, email: francis.jones@eclac.org (virtual)
Willard Phillips, Economic Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Disaster Unit/Oficial de Asuntos
Econdmicos, Unidad de Desarrollo Sostenible y Evaluacion de Desastres, email: willard.phillips@eclac.org
(virtual)

Lika Dghl Diouf, Associate Programme Management Officer, Caribbean Knowledge Management
Centre/Oficial Adjunta de Gestién de Programas, Centro de Gestion del Conocimiento del Caribe,

email: lika.diouf@eclac.org (virtual)

Daniel Leon, Associate Social Affairs Officer, Statistics and Social Development Unit/Oficial Adjunto de
Asuntos Sociales, Unidad de Estadistica y Desarrollo Social, email: daniel.leonl@eclac.org (virtual)
Jonatas de Paula, Associate Environmental Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Disaster
Unit/Oficial Adjunto de Asuntos Ambientales, Unidad de Desarrollo Sostenible y Evaluacion de
Desastres, email: jonatas.depaula@eclac.org (virtual)

Machel Pantin, Associate Economic Affairs Officer, Economic Development Unit/Oficial Adjunto de
Asuntos Econémicos, Unidad de Desarrollo Econdmico, email: machel.pantin@eclac.org (virtual)
Nyasha Skerrette, Economic Affairs Assistant, Economic Development Unit/Asistente de Asuntos
Econdémicos, Unidad de Desarrollo Econémico, email: nyasha.skerrette@eclac.org (virtual)
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