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BACKGROUND & KEY ISSUES  

 
SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation): While most Caribbean countries have achieved high levels of access 
to basic drinking water services, the transition from basic to safely managed services remain uneven. 
Aging distribution networks contribute to high levels of non-revenue water, while wastewater treatment 
and sludge management coverage remain limited in several countries. Climate-related shocks including 
droughts and hurricanes, frequently disrupt supply systems and damage infrastructure, with 
disproportionate consequences for youth in rural and low-income communities. Schools are particularly 
vulnerable to intermittent water access, affecting attendance, hygiene standards and learning continuity. 
There is the need for climate-resilient water governance, improved data systems and investments in 
integrated water resource management to close these gaps and safeguard human capital formation.1 
 
SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy): Several Caribbean SIDS have expanded renewable energy 
generation, particularly solar photovoltaic and wind installations. National energy policies increasingly 
target diversification and energy efficiency, supported by regional development partners. However, 
Caribbean SIDS continue to experience among the highest electricity tariffs globally due to fuel-import 
dependence, small-scale grids and system losses. Grid vulnerability to extreme weather events further 
disrupts supply and economic activity. For youth, high energy costs raise barriers to entrepreneurship, 
digital participation and innovation, while prolonged outages interrupt schooling and remote work. 
Although the energy transition offers significant employment potential in renewable installation, 
maintenance and energy auditing, workforce readiness requires strengthened TVET systems aligned with 
green economy priorities. 
 
SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure): The Caribbean has expanded mobile broadband 
coverage and advancing digital transformation initiatives, including e-government platforms and 
innovation hubs. Youth engagement in ICT services, fintech and creative industries is rising. However, 
connectivity gaps persist in rural and underserved areas, and broadband affordability remains uneven, 
with digital divides embedded in policy frameworks and implementation.2  Critical infrastructure such as 
ports, transport systems, water networks and telecommunications, remains highly exposed to climate 
hazards, resulting in recurrent reconstruction costs and productivity losses. Limited economies of scale 
and high logistics costs further constrain industrial diversification. Closing digital divides and investing in 
resilient infrastructure are therefore essential to enhance youth employment and competitiveness. 
 
SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities): Caribbean governments have strengthened disaster risk 
management frameworks and early warning systems, particularly following major hurricanes. However, 
urban expansion into hazard-prone coastal and hillside areas continues, compounded by housing 
shortages and affordability constraints. Young people are disproportionately represented among renters 
and residents of informal or vulnerable settlements, increasing exposure to climate risks. Displacement 

 
1 Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). (2022). Regional Water Action Agenda for 
Latin America and the Caribbean. United Nations. 
https://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/events/files/regional_water_action_agenda_lac.pdf 
2 Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). (2023). Digital inclusion in Caribbean digital 
transformation frameworks and initiatives: a review. Port of Spain: ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the 
Caribbean 

https://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/events/files/regional_water_action_agenda_lac.pdf


following disasters frequently disrupts schooling and early career development. Sustainable urban 
development in the Caribbean context requires integrated land-use planning, resilient housing finance 
mechanisms and inclusive municipal governance.3 
 
SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals): is critical to advancing youth development particularly within the 
vulnerability context of Caribbean SIDS. The ABAS4 underscores the need for reformed financing, climate 
resilience, and strengthened human capital investment which are priorities that directly affect youth 
employment, entrepreneurship, and social protection. Regional actors like the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and ECLAC support these efforts through policy 
coordination and technical cooperation; however, there is still a need for strengthening institutionalized 
youth participation in budgeting, infrastructure planning and SDG monitoring, alongside creating 
dedicated financing mechanisms for youth-led initiatives. 
 

 
OBJECTIVES OF SESSION/PLENARY  

 
 

1. Provide a platform for Caribbean youth to share their perspectives, expertise, and solutions on critical 
issues, particularly those related to SDGs 6, 7, 9, 11, and 17. 
 

2. Showcase the youth engagement processes in preparation for the ninth meeting of the Forum of the 
Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development and the ECOSOC Youth Forum 
Caribbean Regional Breakout Session under the theme “Innovate, Unite and Transform: Youth Shaping the 
Road to 2030.” 
 

3. Follow up on regional youth consultations and local dialogue efforts towards the implementation and 
review processes of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development such as the HLPF, the 2026 United 
Nations Water Conference and the World Urban Forum, as well as the implementation of the Pact for the 
Future and the outcomes of the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development and the 
Second World Summit for Social Development. 
 

4. Provide Caribbean youth with a high-level platform to connect Member States and other youth 
organizations for further dialogue and collaboration. This platform should facilitate engagement with 
youth authority representatives, promote cooperation, and ensure meaningful youth participation in the 
review, implementation, and follow-up of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 UN-Habitat. (2020). Caribbean Strategy for Informal Settlements Upgrading (CSISU). 
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/05/caribbean_strategy_2020-92.pdf 
4 The Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS: https://www.un.org/ohrlls/sites/www.un.org.ohrlls/files/abas-
booklet.pdf 
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OVERALL FORMAT/STRUCTURE 

(approx. 100 words) 
 

 
Session for the Caribbean, moderated by:  
Mr. Esquire Henry, Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) Future Leaders Network, National Youth Volunteer Corp, Antigua 
and Barbuda & Ms. Amber Turner, Youth Ambassador to the UN for The Bahamas, 2026 Italy-AOSIS Fellow for  
The Bahamas  
 

Time Activity Presenters 

5 mins Welcome and 
introduction 

- Esquire Henry, Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) Future Leaders 
Network, National Youth Volunteer Corp, Antigua and Barbuda 
(Youth Moderator) 

- Amber Turner, Youth Ambassador to the UN for The Bahamas, 2026 
Italy-AOSIS Fellow for The Bahamas (Youth Co-Moderator) 
  

50 mins Panel 

Empowering Caribbean 
Youth to Innovate, 
Unite and Transform: 
shaping the road to 
2030 
  

Moderated by: Esquire Henry, Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) Future 
Leaders Network, Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) Future Leaders 
Network, National Youth Volunteer Corp, Antigua and Barbuda (Youth 
Moderator) 
 
Presentation: “The Caribbean Youth perspective on Empowering Caribbean 
Youth to Innovate, Unite and Transform: shaping the road to 2030.” (5 mins) 
 

- Liam Miller, Youth Ambassador to the UN for The Bahamas 
 

Youth response (15 mins) 
Based on the previous presentation, this segment would be an interactive 
session and would focus on youth respondents’ key recommendations and 
inputs for the SDGs under review (2 min per intervention) 
 

- SDG 6: - Amber Turner, Youth Ambassador to the UN for The 
Bahamas, 2026 Italy-AOSIS Fellow for The Bahamas  

- SDG 7: Joshua Andall, Youth Prime Minister, National Youth 
Parliament of Grenada  

- SDG 9: Lucien York, Major Group for Children and Youth (MGCY), St. 
Kitts and Nevis 

- SDG 11: Kristine Louisa, National Youth Ambassador for Antigua and 
Barbuda  

- SDG 17: Brianna Walcott, Rotaract Club of Providenciales, the Turks 
and Caicos Islands 
 
 
 



Interventions from the floor by Ministers and youth representatives  
(30 mins) 
During this session, delegates (Member States, UN agencies, National Youth 
Councils, and Youth NGOs) at the Regional Breakout session would be invited 
to share their perspective on the previous presentation and contribute further 
key recommendations. 
 
 
Member States  

- Honourable Kaschaka Cupid, Minister of Youth, Sports, Culture, and 
Creative Industries for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

- Ms. Sandena Neely, Director of the Division of Youth, Ministry of 
Youth, Sports and Culture, Government of The Bahamas  

 
National Youth Councils  

- Trinidad Youth Council  
- Tobago Youth Council 

 
Youth leads/Youth NGOs  

- Ms. Amelia Williams, National Youth Ambassador, Antigua and 
Barbuda 

  

30 mins Interactive Session  

 

 

 

 
 

Moderated by - Amber Turner, Youth Ambassador to the UN for The 
Bahamas, 2026 Italy-AOSIS Fellow for The Bahamas 
 

i. What concrete strategies can States, regional agencies, the private 
sector, and civil society implement to meaningfully engage children, 
adolescents, and youth as partners in advancing SDGs 6, 7, 9, and 11?  

ii. What successful policies, initiatives or models have already been 
implemented, and what measurable impact have they had over time? 

Interventions from the floor by Ministers and youth representatives  

Member States  
- Ms. Sherry-Ann Ramlal, Director Youth Affairs (Ag.), Ministry of Sport 

and Youth Affairs, Trinidad and Tobago  
- Government of Grenada  
-  

UN Agencies  
- Ashley Lashley, Youth Advisor to the UN Secretary General on 

Climate Change 
 
 

Youth leads/Youth NGOs  
- Ms. Amanda Slew, Commonwealth Youth Council Regional 

Representative for the Caribbean and the Americas, Jamaica  



5 mins Conclusions 
 
Esquire Henry, Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) Future Leaders Network, 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) Future Leaders Network, National Youth 
Volunteer Corp, Antigua and Barbuda & Amber Turner, Youth Ambassador to 
the UN for The Bahamas, 2026 Italy-AOSIS Fellow for The Bahamas  

 
 

 
 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 
 

- What concrete strategies can States, regional agencies, the private sector, and civil society implement to 
meaningfully engage children, adolescents, and youth as partners in advancing SDGs 6, 7, 9, and 11?  

- What successful policies, initiatives or models have already been implemented, and what measurable 
impact have they had over time? 

 
 

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF SESSION FOR OFFICIAL PROGRAMME 
 

The Caribbean Regional Breakout Session will provide a space to present the results of the Caribbean 
youth regional preparatory consultations and local dialogues in the framework of the 15th ECOSOC Youth 
Forum and the 9th Forum of LAC Countries on Sustainable Development, providing an opportunity to 
promote and strengthen the dialogue with Member States and UN agencies, for a meaningful and 
inclusive children, youth and adolescent (CYA) participation in the acceleration of action towards the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 
 

NAMES AND TITLES OF SESSION SPEAKERS AND MODERATOR(S) 
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Barbuda (Youth Moderator)  

- Amber Turner, Youth Ambassador to the UN for The Bahamas, 2026 Italy-AOSIS Fellow for The 
Bahamas (Youth Moderator) 

- Liam Miller, UN Ambassador to The Bahamas 
- Joshua Andall, Youth Prime Minister, National Youth Parliament of Grenada  
- Lucien York, Major Group for Children and Youth (MGCY), St. Kitts and Nevis 
- Kristine Louisa, National Youth Ambassador for Antigua and Barbuda 
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- Honourable Kaschaka Cupid, Minister of Youth, Sports, Culture, and Creative Industries for Saint 

Vincent and the Grenadines  
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Government of The Bahamas 



- Ms. Ashley Lashley, Youth Advisor to the UN Secretary General on Climate Change  
- Ms. Amelia Williams, National Youth Ambassador, Antigua and Barbuda 
- Ms. Sherry-Ann Ramlal, Director Youth Affairs (Ag.), Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs, Trinidad 
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- Ms. Amanda Slew, Commonwealth Youth Council Regional Representative for the Caribbean 

and the Americas, Jamaica 
 

 
OVERVIEW OF PREPARATORY EVENT/CONSULTATION  

 
 
 
In the Caribbean, a series of Youth Dialogues will be held at the end of March, where young people of 
the subregion would engage policy makers and experts in examining themes aligned with the SDGs under 
review via discussions and presentations. The outcomes of the Caribbean Youth Dialogues will be 
presented at a segment of the Sustainable Development Forum in Santiago in early April. 
 
 
 

 


