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M a i n  t a k e - a w a y s

• Asia-Pacific is the most active region in implementing restrictive policies 
on digital trade, while fewer restrictions are implemented in Latin America

• The EU is most active in implementing enabling policies

• The regulatory framework has an impact on digital trade, with an 
additional negative impact connected to regulatory heterogeneity

• Most open countries have the biggest incentives to promote regulatory 
harmonization.
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• Network of experts on digital trade across universities, international 

organizations and think-tanks

• Open dataset on digital trade policies (now 123 countries)

• Digital trade integration index

M a i n  o u t p u t





C o u n t r y  c o v e r a g e



D T I  d a t a b a s e



M e t h o d o l o g y



https://dti.eui.eu/



R a t i o n a l e  f o r  l i s t i n g  a n  e n t r y

• The measure implies a differential treatment between domestic 
and foreign providers;

• The measure implies a more restrictive treatment of online trade 
versus offline trade;

• The measure is especially trade-distortive to achieve its non-
economic objective;

{R
{E • The country has failed to adopt legislation or has failed to join 

international agreements of significant importance for digital trade. 
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N u m b e r  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  b y  r e g i o n

Source: DTI database.



N u m b e r  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  b y  i n c o m e

Source: DTI database.



N u m b e r  o f  e n a b l i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  b y  r e g i o n

Source: DTI database.



N u m b e r  o f  e n a b l i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  b y  i n c o m e

Source: DTI database.



N u m b e r  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  A f r i c a

Average: 35

Source: DTI database.



N u m b e r  o f  e n a b l i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  A f r i c a

Average: 12

Source: DTI database.



N o .  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  A s i a - P a c i f i c

Average: 46

Source: DTI database.



N o .  o f  e n a b l i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  A s i a - P a c i f i c

Average: 15

Source: DTI database.



N o .  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  L a t i n  A m e r i c a

Source: DTI database.

Average: 28



N o .  o f  e n a b l i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  L a t i n  A m e r i c a

Source: DTI database.

Average: 14



N o .  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  E u r o p e  a n d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a

Average: 40

Source: DTI database.



N o .  o f  e n a b l i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  E u r o p e  a n d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a

Average: 23

Source: DTI database.



D T I  m e a s u r e s  a n d  d i g i t a l  t r a d e  ( A f r i c a )

Source: Ferracane and van del Marel (forthcoming).
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P r e l i m i n a r y  m e t h o d o l o g y :  D i g i t a l  T r a d e  I n t e g r a t i o n  I n d e x



P r e l i m i n a r y  f i n d i n g s :  D i g i t a l  T r a d e  I n t e g r a t i o n  I n d e x

Source: DTI index (forthcoming).



P r e l i m i n a r y  f i n d i n g s :  D i g i t a l  T r a d e  I n t e g r a t i o n  I n d e x



P r e l i m i n a r y  f i n d i n g s :  D T I I  f o r  A f r i c a

Source: DTI index (forthcoming).



P r e l i m i n a r y  f i n d i n g s :  D T I I  f o r  A s i a - P a c i f i c

Source: DTI index (forthcoming).



P r e l i m i n a r y  f i n d i n g s :  D T I I  f o r  L a t i n  A m e r i c a

Source: DTI index (forthcoming).



P r e l i m i n a r y  f i n d i n g s :  D T I I  f o r  E u r o p e  a n d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a

Source: DTI index (forthcoming).



D T I  i n d e x  ( d a t a  p o l i c i e s )  a n d  d i g i t a l  s e r v i c e s

Source: Ferracane and van del Marel (forthcoming).



D T I  i n d e x  ( t a r i f f s  &  t r a d e  d e f e n s e )  a n d  I C T  g o o d s

Source: Ferracane and van del Marel (forthcoming).
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P o l i c y  f r a m e w o r k  m a t t e r s  f o r  d i g i t a l  t r a d e

Source: Ferracane and van der Marel (forthcoming).

A high number of policy measures restricting 
digital trade and a high DTI index are 
associated with lower digital trade.



R e g u l a t o r y  h e t e r o g e n e i t y / s i m i l a r i t y

Source: Ferracane and van del Marel (forthcoming).



R e g u l a t o r y  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  m a t t e r s  f o r  d i g i t a l  t r a d e

Source: Ferracane and van der Marel (forthcoming).

Regulatory heterogeneity 
matters the most for more 
open economies
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C o n c l u s i o n s

• Asia-Pacific is the most active region in implementing restrictive policies 
on digital trade, while fewer restrictions are implemented in Latin America

• The EU is most active in implementing enabling policies

• The regulatory framework has an impact on digital trade, with an 
additional negative impact connected to regulatory heterogeneity

• Most open countries have the biggest incentives to promote regulatory 
harmonization.
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