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Core Set of a PRTR 

1. A listing of chemicals, groups of chemicals, and, if 
appropriate, other relevant categories all of which 
are pollutants when released or transferred;

2. Integrated multi-media reporting of releases and 
transfers (air, water and land);transfers (air, water and land);

3. Reporting of data by source where the reporting 
sources are defined;

4. Reporting on a periodic basis, preferably 
annually; and

5. Making data available to the public.

Recommendation of the Council on Implementing Pollutant Release and Transfer 
Registers1996 [amended on 28 May 2003 - C(2003)87], C(96)41/FINAL
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Status of PRTRs

• 39 countries have operational PRTR 
system 

– All 28 EU countries, 3 European Economic 
Area (EEA) countries and 9 other countries)Area (EEA) countries and 9 other countries)

– Roughly 55% of the responding countries are 
already including releases from diffuse 
sources, such as from transport, agriculture, 
etc.

• Most PRTRs collect annual data on major 
greenhouse gas emissions.



Use of PRTR Data
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Examples of PRTR Data



Use of PRTR Data

Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) Program
http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program



PRTR can provide emission data on different media covering 

enormous pollutants and reporting sectors.

Challenges to apply PRTR data

• Reported data, different estimation techniques, point sources vs 
non-point sources

Quality

• Other sources such as SMEs (related to thresholds of reporting 
facilities), non-point sources and natural sources

Coverage

• Pollutants, target sectors, etc. particularly for international or 
regional analysis

Harmonisation



OECD Activities

• Global Pollutant Release And Transfer Register: Proposal For A Harmonised List Of Reporting 
Sectors ENV/JM/MONO(2013)5

• Global Pollutant Release and Transfer Register, Proposal for a Harmonised List of Pollutants 
ENV/JM/MONO(2012)9

Harmonisation

• Resource Compendium of PRTR Release Estimation Techniques: 
• Part 4: Summary of Techniques for Releases from Products, Version 1.0, 

ENV/JM/MONO(2011)7/PART1, PART 2

Release Estimation Techniques

ENV/JM/MONO(2011)7/PART1, PART 2
• Part 3: Summary of Techniques for Off-site Transfers, ENV/JM/MONO(2005)9

• Part 2: Summary of Diffuse Source Techniques, ENV/JM/MONO(2003)14

• Revision 1 of Part 1: Summary of Point Source Techniques, ENV/JM/MONO(2002)20/REV1

• Application, Use and Presentation of Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTR) Data 
ENV/JM/MONO(2013)1

• Uses of Pollutant Release and Transfer Register Data and Tools for their Presentation: A Reference 
Manual ENV/JM/MONO(2005)3

Use of PRTR Data

• IOMC Toolbox for Decision Making in Chemicals Management
• Possible work with Environmental Core Indicators 
• And potentially other internal OECD work

New project:         Role of PRTR data in global sustainability,  2013-2016



OECD Databases on PRTRs

• Presenting national PRTR data at one 
Internet location

Centre for PRTR Data

Resource Centre for Release 
Estimation Techniques

Centre for PRTR Data

• Providing information on available release 
estimation techniques, overarching 
documents and general information

Estimation Techniques

• Providing a global portal to PRTR 
information and activities from countries and 
organisations around the world, cooperated 
by UNECE and UNEP

PRTR.net



• IOMC Toolbox for Decision Making in Chemicals 
Management (developing a PRTR module with UNITAR)

Working with Partner Organizations

• PRTR.net (with UNECE and UNEP)

• A joint session between TFPRTR and Working Group of 
the Kiev Protocol (with UNECE) 

http://iomctoolbox.oecd.org



For further information

http://www.oecd.org/env/prtr


