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advances and great opportunities, both at the global level and for Latin America
and the Caribbean.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable
Development Goals, adopted in September 2015 by the United Nations General
Assembly, offer an important road map for the construction of a new and
ambitious international consensus regarding the need for greater cooperation to
correct asymmetries and set the foundations for an open, sustainable and stable
multilateral system. The civilising, universal and indivisible 2030 Agenda places
human dignity and equality at its centre and, consequently, demands the
broadest participation by all actors, including States, civil society and the private
sector.

The current context, characterised by a weakening of multilateralism, the return
of protectionism, and the rise of extremist political movements, undermines the
advancement of that global consensus, poses a grave challenge to the world
economy and threatens the attainment of the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals.

In our region, we face a complex scenario of lower economic growth, with
notable steps forward such as the peace process in Colombia, and also great
uncertainties in the political and economic future of the region, in a year of key
elections and electoral preparations.
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towards increasing investment and strengthening technological capacities in the
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